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 Welcome to our September October Newsletter. 
 
At Little Ducks Childcare New Farm we are starting to look toward 2022 and have 
begun confirming enrolments for 2022 in our Kindergarten Program. 
 
Our Kindergarten learning environment is located on Level 3 or our building. The 
space is designed with the specific needs of Kindergarten in mind.  A very spacious 
area that includes the classroom, dining room, STEM focus area and a large indoor 
playground complete with climbing equipment bikes and the highlight for the children 
a Pirate Ship  playground!!. 
 
Miss Suder, is our Early Childhood Teacher and has taught at Little Ducks New Farm 
since we opened in 2016.  Miss Suder has strong connections with the local schools 
and is therefore knowledgeable about the prep classrooms and helps make the 
transition to school the best experience possible. 
 
Miss Suder has strong belief in the importance of learning through play especially for 
the Kindy children.  Embedding learning into play means the children will be keen to 
be a part of the learning, will build confidence in their own ability to learn and therefore 
love to learn for life.  Miss Suder works with parents of children in the Kindy Program 
towards individual goals that embed literacy, numeracy, STEM learning, confidence 
and wellbeing into the program with the focus being on Kindness, curiosity and 
confidence.  
 
Children can attend the Kindy Program as part of our Long  Day Care arrangements 
or for a short school time session—9.00am—3.00pm. 
 
We would love to tell you more about our well respected program—give me a call for 
a tour.  
Michele Kovchenko, Centre Manager  
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Educator Spotlight  

Miss Suder  

Early Childhood Teacher 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Suder has been our Early Childhood Teacher at Little Ducks Childcare New 
Farm since 2016. She believes in a strong play based program but also has worked 
to have the service accredited as one of only a few Little Scientists Services in Bris-
bane and therefore includes enquiry based STEM opportunities for children. 
 
Here is an excerpt from Miss Suder’s personal philosophy  
 
My philosophy is that each child is a unique , successful, capable and confident 
learner . I aims to bring an open mind, positive attitude and high expectations to the 
Kindergarten room each day. 
 
It is my desire to create a stimulating environment where children can grow physical-
ly, mentally, emotionally, and socially to their full potential.  I will provide a safe envi-
ronment where children are invited to share their ideas and let curiosity direct their 
learning.  I will create a learning environment where children are comfortable and 
confident to engage in learning relationships with their educators and peers.  I also 
proved a comfortable space for parents to approach me and lines of communication 
are always open. 
 
I strongly believe that play nourishes every aspect of children's development.  “ 
 
Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning. But for 
children play is serious learning. Play is really the work of children” - Fred Rog-
ers. 
 
Miss Suder lives this philosophy everyday! 



 

August 
Wednesday 1st – National ECE Day 

Celebrating the important role early childhood educators play in 

educating and caring for tomorrow's leaders 

  

Thursday 2nd   - Father’s Day Afternoon Tea Come along for a 

special Afternoon Tea to celebrate our dads. Starting 3:30pm. 

Sunday 5th – Father’s Day 

 

 Thursday 9th - Are you OK Day 

A day we celebrate and learn about caring for each other and ourselves. Gold Coin Donation.  

  

Tuesday 21st International Day of Peace 

A day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both within and among all nations and 

people. 

 

Thursday 30th  - Braveheart’s—Centre Incursion—Bravehearts will teach us about 

personal safety 

  

September  
 
Monday 4th – Queens Birthday—PUBLIC HOLIDAY—Centre closes 
 

 
24th – 1st Nov -Children’s Week (TBC) Children's Week celebrates the right of children to 

enjoy childhood. It is also a time for children to demonstrate their talents, skills and abilities.  
 
 
Thursday 28th – Garden Growers  - Centre incursion—Garden Growers will visit to help plan 

our Spring gardens  

 
 
 

We value your feedback—Our policies in review are: 
 
• Enrolment Policy 
• Continuity of Care Policy 
• Relationships with children Policy 
• Education, Curriculum and Learning Policy 
 
Ways to provide feed back are: Policies are available in the office and by the Level 1 
lifts—you can give feedback by conversation with Centre Manager, email or via 
suggestion box located on by the Level 1 lifts. 

Upcoming Events 

Policy Review’s 



Move and Groove 
 

Move and Groove has been a huge focus 

recently with the children being particularly 

interested in Physical Activity as we heard 

and saw so much about the recent Olym-

pics!  At Little Ducks our Move and Groove 

officer, Miss Megan organised our own Lit-

tle Ducks Olympics.  The children partici-

pated in events that were based on our re-

cent physical development focus’s culmi-

nating in an Olympics week where the chil-

dren were presented with their very own Olympic Medals.  We have also ex-

plored the Para Olympics watching the opening ceremony and marvelling togeth-

er how amazing these athletes are. This is a wonderful opportunity to encourage 

acceptance and wonder at varying abilities through the children’s interest in 

sport. 

As we move into the next few months we have recognised many of the children’s 

gross motor skills have made vast improvements over the year so will focus on 

more difficult skills such as throwing.  

When children begin throwing they the motion is mainly performed from the el-

bow. The throw consists of a pushing action.  When the hadn releases the ball 

the fingers are spread, then the arm moves forward and downward.  The body 

and the feet remain mostly still. With more experience, young children will swing 

their arm in preparation for the throw and their arm will move forward in a high 

over the shoulder action.  Their fingers will control the ball more release of the 

ball. Their body rotates more and the leg on the same side as their trowing 

moves forward.   

We are excited to see the development of the children’s skills over the coming 

months. 

 



Art Immersion 
 
During the month of July. the topic for Art Immersion was Product Versus Process. 
Product-Focused Art is when a child begins a project knowing what the end product 
should look like and they follow a set of instructions to get to their goal.  Product-
focused art have a right and wrong way to work on the project and typically require a 
specific skill and technique to reach that end goal. Process-Focused Art is when a 
child is given an open-ended project and they have the opportunity to express them-
selves through their work. Though process-focused art can end up being a gift or 
decoration, however the artwork turns out is based on your child’s discovery and cre-
ativeness.  
 
So during July we focused on Process-Focused art and why it is important. This 
means taking a step back as educators and letting the children explore their creativity 
without us encouraging the final product to look a certain way. This was very suc-
cessful, and I feel as educators we have all learned to take a step back and appreci-
ate each child’s art for how they have created it and not how we would like it to be.  
Throughout August we have been ding sensory art, looking at different textures, fab-
rics, and allowing the children to use their hands more when creating art, and I can 
see that educators are still keeping up with the practices we learned through our 
Product Versus Process focus in July.  
 
I look forward to discussing further how 
this has continued in the next newsletter! 
 
Nick 
 
Art Immersion Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Sustainability Program 
Over the past month we have been reviewing our Sustainability Strategy for Little 
Ducks Childcare New Farm. 
 
Having some amazing indoor playgrounds but a smaller outdoor space you would 
think access to nature and learning about Sustainability would be difficult but here at 
Little Ducks Childcare New Farm we put a real focus on sustainability.  This is not 
just children having access to the outdoors and gardens but also helping the children 
to understand the importance of recycling, sustainability and an understanding of 
how the natural world is interconnected with the human race etc. 
 
As we reviewed the strategy as a team we realised just how much of a positive im-
pact we can have on the environment and on children’s knowledge. 
 
Environmental and Sustainability strategy 
 
The service promotes the importance of building positive attitudes towards 
sustainable values and nature within the children's educational program. The 
centre is committed to promote environmental education and embedding sus-
tainable practises by encouraging children, parents and staff to: 
 
• Actively participate gardening projects such as herb and vegetable plant-

ing 
• Maintain compost bins and use fruit & vegetable waste from the centre 
• Use energy saving practices such as turning off lights and air condition-

ers when rooms are not in use, using air conditioners and clothes dryers 
only when necessary 

• Reduce water use by thoughtful use of water in children’s play 
• Using water from children’s play for watering grass, plants and gardens 
• Where possible, use recycled materials and paper for children's art and 

craft activities reducing waste 
• Where possible using natural resources for teaching materials 
• Office to reduce paper by using email or centre web page to post news-

letters or notices to parents 
• Reduce the use of plastics goods within the centre where ever possible 
• Reduce the use of chemicals within the centre 
• Continue the education of children, families, staff and the community of 

our sustainable values 
• Provide recycling stations throughout the service and encourage families 

to recycle useful items 
• Embedding learning about sustainability into children’s learning docu-

mentation. 
 
The service will appoint a Sustainability Officer 
to lead and guide the implementation and con-
tinual improvement of our sustainable program 
to educators, children and families.  
 



 

Snr Nursery—Ground Floor 
Welcome to our bimonthly newsletter. We have all been very 
busy at Little Ducks this winter and enjoyed exploring our 
outdoor environment to the fullest and are really excited to 
welcome Spring! 
 
Senior nursery children are developing a strong sense of 
self identity and learning how to interact with others with 
care, empathy and respect through constant support from 
their educators. Children also showed great enthusiasm in 
displaying their confidence with self-help skills such as 
dressing up, cleaning their 
beds after the nap and 
packing up the toys. A 
strong connection within 
the group is noticed as 

they welcomed some new friends and encouraged 
them for the group play experiences by giving a 
helping hand. 
 
Connecting to their world, our children are showing 
responsibilities in taking care of the plants and their 
environment on daily basis. Senior nursery children also had a lovely learning experi-
ence in celebrating NAIDOC week. They participated in creating a river stream to un-
derstand its importance and how to take care of our Brisbane River, making a sponge 
art and poster inspired by Aboriginal flag colours, listening to various Dreamtime sto-
ries and understanding aboriginal perspectives by observing various pictures and sym-
bols. It was amazing to see how stunningly all our children have shown a great interest 
to embrace the diversity and participate in different learning experiences around this 
topic.  
 
Children also participated in Olympics 2021 at little ducks by displaying their gross mo-
tor skills in Kicking, Throwing and Jumping. They were thrilled to receive the medals 
for their achievements at the end of the game by our Move and Groove officer. They 
also enriched their knowledge in learning few yoga poses to improve our balance and 
strength. Senior nursery children are showing confidence in communicating their 
needs more clearly and can share their ideas verbally through constant encourage-

ment. They are taking efforts in guessing the colours 
and various animal names and their sounds. It is lovely 
to see how curious they are to learn and convey their 
thoughts. 
We are delightful to see all our children learning and de-
veloping to the best of their abilities, interest and skills 
and we are looking forward to the coming days to sup-
port and encourage our curious little minds. 

 
Ms. Siji and Ms Brydee 

 



 

Nursery—Level One 
What absolute busy bees our Nursery babies have been through the past two 
months exploring their new interests and achieving new milestones in their learning. 

Our new babies who just started in the nursery have developed strong connections 
over these times with their educators and peers and hence confidently exploring 
their new environment and reflecting their sense of belonging through their routines, 
play, and communications. While our other nursery friends learned to show their em-
pathy and for their new friends with encouragement and role modelling. With each 
passing day, we could see a very strong sense of identity building in all the nursery 
children. 

Our babies learned their connection to the world 
around them through different centre events we cele-
brated in the past two months. Naidoc week is one of 
the important celebrations through which we 
acknowledged the first people of our nation and 
learned about their cultural diversity through a wide 
range of experiences like music, dream time stories, 
art experiences. Uncle Burrang a visited us to show 
and tell us about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people through songs, dream 
time stories, music, and games. It was an opportunity for our babies who participat-
ed to observe, listen and participate with their peers to enhance their knowledge of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural diversity.  

All our babies have been quite involved in their learning through these last two 
months. Following their goals for this term and supporting their current interests 
through a variety of play-based experiences, all our babies are shown their develop-
ing dispositions for learning.  

Communication skills of our babies have seen achieving great 
milestones, where we are witnessing wonderful developments 
with regards to both verbal and non-verbal communication.  We 
have been supporting the interest of babies through our group 
times singing a lot of nursery rhymes especially the action songs 
and reading a lot of picture-based books which have been a great 

aid towards encouraging interactions 
amongst of these skills. Book week was an 
amazing opportunity for all of us to engage 
in reading our favorite books and continue 
learning about comprehending texts and learning to gain 
meaning out of them.  

It has been wonderful to witness all the wonderful learning 
that happened in the past months amongst our nursery friends 
which inspires us to continue to support and nurture little over 
the coming months.  

Miss Isobel and Miss Soni 



Toddlers—Level Two 

We have had a blast over the last few months;  
  
Miss Lainey and I have observed the children's interest 
grow as we continue to explore the world around us while 
celebrating as they come out of their shells, building many 
beautiful memories together.  
 

Art has been of considerable 
interest to the children as we 
explore various techniques 
and ways to explore and ex-
press Art. Over the last few 
months, the children were 
exploring process versus 
product, where we explore the process and not the 
product, as we add, explore and create using our ide-
as. To explore various ways to create; their master-
piece,  
 

We had a visit from Mr Boomerang, an aboriginal who came to tell us about their 
culture. We explored various Aboriginal animals. He also told us the Dreamtime 
story of how the red belly black snake got its red belly. The children were very en-
gaged and were excited to explore the various items he brought as we looked at a 
kangaroo paw, wood carvings and more. The children's interests have continued to 
grow as we explore the acknowledgement of country; The children have grown 
more confident in verbalizing the acknowledge-
ment and doing the actions.  
 
 Every month we have been exploring four new 
breathing cards that the children have picked. 
The children are excited to pick the cards each 
day. The children have grown more confident in 
demonstrating each breathing technique. Over 
the last few months, we have also been explor-
ing sign language within the room to help our 
non-verbal friends to communicate their needs 
and wants. We have investigated the basics 
and continue to grow our knowledge. The children are growing more confident at 
demonstrating and recognizing each sign that we are learning. 
 
The children's confidence is continually growing as we add and build on their fine 

and gross motor skills within our move and groove program. In the last few months, 

we explored hopping, creating our own Olympics games and currently Yoga. We 

incorporate various yoga positions to express and make different meanings by tell-

ing a story using yoga positions.    

Miss Megan and Miss Lainey    



 

Junior Kindy—Level Two 
The last couple of months have been amazing here in Junior Kin-
dy, the children have grown confident in their ability to voice activi-
ties and types of learning they want to see within their environ-
ment.  
The children began investigating the human body, starting with the 
skeleton as the starting point of this investigation. The children 
started by exploring the different parts of the human Skeleton, hav-
ing an understanding on this topic already as “Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes” is a popular song within the classroom. From 
there we extended into learning other parts of the human skeleton, 

the children discovered that a few of these parts had names that rhymed with each oth-
er. This exploration continued as the children created their own mini versions of the 
human skeleton, taking a closer look at a few X-rays on the light box within the class-
room. It’s been amazing watching the children taking part in this exploration over a pe-
riod, re-visiting the topic over a couple weeks the children began to request more op-

portunities to investigate this topic.  
Here in Junior Kindy the children have begun to become 
independent members of their own routine, the children 
have developed their confidence in setting up table and 
mat spaces for the types of play they want to take part in. 
Packing away a space and swapping it over to this new 
play as they feel the need, the children have also in this 
process discovered how they can use sorting and cate-
gorising aspects to assist with the pack up process. The 
children have also started to assist with the set-up pro-

cess of their own mealtimes, helping with setting up cutlery, plates and even the fruit 
plates during morning and afternoon tea. This has provided ongoing moments of cele-
bration within the classroom, as each child who has taken a turn has celebrated what 
they did, and the other children celebrate the actions of their friend.  
We have also been introducing the children to new songs that we can all sing along 
with. Broadening the songs that the children can request during group time, I have ob-
served the children beginning to sing these new songs within their play as well. The 
children have been enjoying learning each of the new songs, starting off unsure of the 
words and building their confidence each time that we revisited the song at a different 
group time. From hearing them express they didn’t know the words, so they weren’t 
able to sing along, to now seeking out these songs and finding joy in learning new 
things. 
As we move into the final term of the year, we have be-

gun discussing with the children that they will be transi-

tioning to Kindergarten next year. This is the next big 

step in their learning journey, the children are excited 

by the news. The children here in Junior Kindy have 

also received their offer letter, including an offer from 

Mr. Duck himself that the children have been signing 

and returning to let us all know that they are ready to 

take that next big step in their life.  Mr Jamie 



 

Kindergarten—Level Three 
 

In Kindergarten, for the past couple of months children 

have demonstrated they are able to explore their learn-

ing environment and participate in challenging experi-

ences independently. They have come forward to share 

their learning experience with other children showing 

that they understand their learning.  There growth over 

the year is now clearly displayed in their actions. 

To build a sense of connectedness towards various 

countries and cultures around the world, the children 

collaborated researching some countries they were in-

terested in. They gathered information of details such 

as native animals, cuisines, popular locations, language, what the flag looks 

like, indigenous history and culture, and where the country is found on the 

map.  

Through NAIDOC week we explored together the Aboriginals People’s connec-

tion to their country and culture.  We also read a beautifully illustrated story 'You 

and Me Murrawee' and other dream time stories.  This was to promote a mes-

sage of harmony and partnership between time, place and people based on the 

theme, ‘Heal Country’. Following this, children had an opportunity to hear Uncle 

Boomerang play his Didgeridoo, observe, and feel natural animal skins, turtle 

shell and Emu egg. Children also learned the skills like throwing and catching a 

Boomerang and using the clapping sticks. What a great opportunity for children 

to interact with uncle Boomerang and develop their understanding and appreci-

ate other cultures with respect..  

Focussing on Physical well -being, an array of experiences were planned for 

children to practise complex movement manipulating their body around obsta-

cle courses. Children experienced a mini-Olympic games that ended up with a 

celebration of every child getting a medal.  

 



 

Kindergarten—Level Three 
To strengthen their small muscles children have been 

provided many opportunities such as cutting, pasting, 

threading, and gluing through art experiences but also 

in other planned experiences such as using hair ties 

on baby dolls hair, learning to make braids using pipe 

cleaners and using a hole punch and paper to make 

their very own red pyjamas after we read the book, 

‘Llama Llama Red Pyjama, providing opportunities to 

play with rubber bands, beads, straws, pipe cleaners, 

scissors, playdough, marbles, puzzles, and painting 

with different brushes are other resources .  Develop-

ing the small muscles through these fine motor expe-

riences allows children to develop the strength in their hands to successfully 

manipulate pencils and other media so they are ready to learn how to write .  

For Dental week children have been exploring oral hygiene which is also a fo-

cus for well -being learning.  Children have been introduced to healthy eating 

choices through cooking experiences and encouraging them to choose rainbow 

fruits at the meal table.  

For numeracy, children have been involved in counting, making patterns, calcu-

lating the number of children present for the day . This inspired us to explore 

the great author Dr. Seuss and his books, The Amazing Alphabet Book’, and 

‘The cat in the Hat’. This exploration also complimented our  Literacy and com-

munication learning as we discovered letters and rhyming words based on this 

book. Children have demonstrated excitement and involvement in finding words 

that sounds with a particular letter whenever a book is read to them. Our love of 

all books continued into book week as we explored many more books but par-

ticularly Dr Suess. 

As we move into Term 4 we will continue supporting 

children’s learning around their goals but also ex-

plore the school environment, through a pretend 

classroom, through discussion about what we are 

looking forward to and what we might expect.  I will 

also make connections with the schools to ensure 

we are preparing the children for a smooth transition 

from Kindergarten to School.  

Miss Suder and 

Mr Nick 

 



Government Approved Kindy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

•  



Community Events 
Term 3 Community Information Session  

All welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Community Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


