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July/August 2021 

Welcome to the second half of the year! I know we always say it, but this year is flying 
by! It will be Christmas before you know it! (25 more Fridays to be exact!) 
The past few months have seen us focus on Quality Area 4: Staffing arrangements, 
and throughout this process we have been able to celebrate our strengths, and iden-
tify some areas in which we would like to continue build our knowledge and ensure 
all of our practices are in tip-top shape! As a service who took on some educators 
who were new to our industry earlier this year, it was important that these new edu-
cators had a solid induction into the service, a good understanding of our policies and 
procedures and an understanding of their obligatory requirements under the national 
regulations. A part of this was their understanding of requirements of supervision, 
and their understanding of the educator to child ratios. I am proud to say that our 
hard work is paying off and we are close to moving this improvement area over to 
become one of our strengths. We have been able to achieve this through regular dis-
cussions, staff meetings and fun activities. If you have any feedback that you would 
like to contribute to the educators supervision or knowledge of educator to child ra-
tions, please feel free to email this to birkdale@littleducks.com.au 
The other thing we have been working on over the past few months was the review 
of our centre philosophy. Firstly, thank you to each educator, family, child and com-
munity member for providing your feedback throughout this process. It has been a 
journey, that’s for sure, but I feel like we have been able to create a 
beautiful, collaborative and meaning philosophy that encompasses our 
shared vision for children, families, community and early childhood edu-
cation.  
There is lots of great information in the newsletter ahead so grab a  
cuppa, put up your feet and enjoy the read ahead about all the great 
things that have happened so far, and are upcoming over the next 
few months. Happy reading! 
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Upcoming Events! 

 July August 
 
Sunday  4th – 11th - NAIDOC Week 
This week we celebrate the history, culture 
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. This year’s theme is 
“Heal Country” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 14th – State of Origin 
Come dressed in your maroon and blue to 
support your team for Game 3. 
 
INCURSION! 
Thursday 15th—NAIDOC Show—2.30-3.30pm 
Sharing both traditional and contemporary 
cultural knowledge to expand children's  
understanding of the Australian Aboriginal 
culture.  
   
Friday 23rd – PJ Day! 
No need to get dressed today, come along in 
your PJ’s for a cosy, chilled out day. 
 
 

 
Sunday 1st – National Tree Day 
Australia’s largest community tree-planting and 
nature care event.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 2nd – 6th – Dental Health Week 
This week we learn about the ways to care for 
our mouths, gums and teeth 
 
Wednesday 4th—National Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander  Children’s Day 
The theme this year is “Proud in culture, strong 
in spirit” 
 
Saturday 21st – 27th  - Book Week 
Bring along your favourite story to share this 
week and dress up as your favourite book  
character on Wednesday 25th The Book Week 
theme this year is old worlds, new worlds, other 
worlds. 
 
 
Monday 9th- Ekka  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 
 

Community events 

 
4th July—Indigiscapes centre—Inaturalist app exploration 
 
4th July—NAIDOC  cultural celebration—Raby Bay Harbour Park 9am-1pm 
 
23rd July 9:30am—Pop Up Library—Wellington Point Reserve 
 
30th July—Redlands College open day—9:30am-11:30am 
 
3rd-31st August—Quandamooka Festival—Stradbroke Island—Dunwich 



 

Supporting our families! 

 

 

18+ years experi-
enced colour 

specialist  
Follow along on 
my Instagram 

page 
@monicalouise.

hair   

FEEL BOLD. FEEL CONFIDENT. FEEL EMPOWERED ... 

 This is exactly how you will feel when you wear Mustard & 
Magenta’s boho luxe clutches and handbags. 

Mustard & Magenta is all about embracing your inner  
eclectic, bohemian free spirit through the vibrant, striking, 

edgy and unique; yet feminine designs of our ethically made 
clutches and handbags.  

Our bags are carefully and individually handmade with love.  
Enjoy xx 

www.mustardandmagenta.com.au 
0422 614 948 

Stacey; Founder/Director  - Mustard & Magenta  

DIY digital party printables for children's 
birthdays 

www.linenandwove.com 
Instagram: @linenandwove  

http://www.mustardandmagenta.com.au
http://www.linenandwove.com


Policy Reviews  

Educator Spotlight ... 
Miss Kayla  

 

Miss Kayla joined our Little Ducks family 4 
years ago and has spent most of her time in 
our nursery room welcoming new families 
and assisting with the transition from home 
to care. She has decided to take on a change 
this year and is currently working with the 
older children, alongside our two teachers in 
our kindergarten room. 
Miss Kayla has a strong passion for creating 
welcoming, inviting and exciting environ-
ments that provoke wonder, enthusiasm and 
interest for children. Miss Kayla brings with 
her the knowledge of indigenous culture and 
assists the educators in embedding these 
practices into the service.  
She has recently completed her diploma and 
is looking forward to working her way up to 
being a room leader one day.  

We value your input and feedback! The policies/procedures in review during  
July/August are:  
 
 Child Protection 
 Collection and Delivery of children 
 Animal and Pets 
 Orientation—children and families 
 Parent Involvement and participation 
 Record keeping and Retention  
 
 
Ways that you can provide feedback are:  
 In person, or over the phone 
 As a reply to an email 
 On Storypark 



Healthy Recipes 
 

 

How can parents and carers promote their child’s mental health? 

Understanding the factors that influence your child’s well being is the first step in promoting 

your child’s mental health. 

Finding practical ways to do it is the next step. 

How can you find practical ways to promote their mental health? Here are a few effective 

ways you can try… 

• Teach and help your child to understand, express and manage their feelings. It will help them 
create healthy coping mechanisms; 

• Talk about your child’s feelings and try to understand and respect them. This will create a strong 
bond between you and your child, which will help them feel safe and protected; 

• You can help your child to cope with difficult situations by being supportive; 

• Teach and help your child to understand stress, loss and grief are normal emotions we all go 
through in life; 

• Try to create and maintain routines, as this will create a consistent environment that can help 
your child feel safe; 

• Create and maintain a supportive relationship with close family members, it will create a secure 
environment for your child; 

• Encourage and initiate activities that stimulate your child’s social and emotional skills, such as 
expressing and managing their emotions. Be on the lookout for fun and interesting ways to stimulate 
their emotional development; 

• Look for opportunities to build partnerships and relationships with other parents and carers to 
support your child; 

• Observe your child’s behaviours and whenever you notice concerning tendencies, don’t hesitate 
to ask for specialised help. 

Mental health difficulties can seem overwhelming and scary. The good news is that a support-
ive and stable environment can go a long way when it comes to supporting your child’s well-
being. 

It’s important to be involved in your child’s development and pay attention to their tendencies 
and behaviours. Whenever there’s cause for concern don’t hesitate to ask for specialised 
help. It can make a big difference in your family's life. 

Remember, struggles are meant to be shared. 

Vegetable fritters 

These can be cooked the night before, 
refrigerated and eaten cold the next 
day. 

Ingredients 

• 2 eggs 
• 1 cup milk 
• 1 cup self-raising flour 
• Olive oil spray 
• Salad or salsa to serve 
• 3 cups chopped/grated vegetables (such as corn, sweet potato,  

zucchini, capsicum, broccoli, cauliflower) 
• 1/2 cup fresh herbs (such as coriander, spring onion, parsley) 
• 1/2 cup cheese (such as mozzarella, cheddar, cottage. Optional) 
• 2 teaspoons (metric) spices (such as paprika, turmeric, coriander,  

chilli. Optional) 
• Natural/Greek yoghurt to serve (optional) 
 

Instructions 

1. Wash and chop/grate the vegetables and herbs. 
2. In a large mixing bowl whisk the eggs, then add the milk, herbs and 

vegetables stirring well. 
3. Add the flour and cheese and spices if you are using these. 
4. Spray a large non-stick frying pan with olive oil spray and heat on  

medium heat. Dollop 1 tablespoon of the batter mixture into 
the frying pan at a time making sure there is enough room to flip the 
fritters. 

5. Cook for about 2 minutes on each side until golden brown in colour. 
6. Serve with salad or salsa and a dollop of yoghurt! 



 

Hi Families, 

I am so happy to announce that I was chosen to 
be a part of a trial program that the Queensland 
Education Department have established ti-

tled, ’The Educational Leader Professional 

Progra’.Over the next six months I will participate 

in both online and face to face workshops around 
many areas of learning including;  

-Understanding the Educational Leader role 
 
- Reflective practice processes 
 
- Guiding the assessment and planning cycle and; 
 
-Leading and guiding educator diversity.  
 
At the beginning of June I participated in the face to face component of the training which 
saw me networking with other educational leaders and we engaged in many hands on learn-
ing experiences. My take away from this include:  

-Mentoring vs Coaching- the difference and how to use this in my role  
- Active Listening and how to use this effectively with colleagues 
- Communicating with Influence and 
- Using the Educational leader Resource effectively in my role.   
A little insight into our outdoor learning here at Little Ducks. Outdoor environments are an 

important part of children’s healthy growth, learning, wellbeing and development. The bene-

fits of outdoor learning environments and engagement in nature play for young children are 
varied and many. Encouraging babies to spend some time in the outdoor environment 
(including touching sand, grass, dirt or leaves), has potential health benefits and can help 
stimulate their immune systems. Opportunities to move freely, grasp objects, kick legs, crawl 
and observe others running and playing supports physical development in our little people. 
Research indicates that spending some time in fresh air also encourages better healthy sleep 
patterns for babies as they begin to understand the difference between night and day.  

We here at Birkdale have been focusing on intentionally teaching the 
children in the outdoor space each and every day. The benefits we 
have observed include the children reaching physical milestones, eas-
ier rest periods, unhurried play, friendship interactions, sustainability 
conversations and connection with environment. All of these things 
provide and integral part to children's lifelong learning journey. 

Until next time- Yours in Learning- Michelle.  

News from the Educational Leader  



 

Nursery  
 
 
 
 

 
 

What a wonderful few months we have enjoyed in the 
Nursery! A huge interest in our room recently has been 
books and language. Sharing stories, talking and singing 
helps your child’s development in so many ways. Doing 
these activities every day helps your baby get familiar 
with sounds, words, language and, eventually, the value 
and joy of books. This all builds your baby’s early literacy 
skills and helps them go on to read successfully later in 
life.  
 
As part of this interest, we began implementing Book of 
the Week. This allowed us to collaborate with the families 
in our room and base our books around ones that the 
children enjoyed reading at home. From here, we extend-
ed on these books through the creative arts and even vis-
iting the Little Ducks Community Library. Reading stories 
also stimulates your baby’s imagination and helps them 
learn about the world around them. It’s a great time for 
you to bond with your child and share time together too. 
 
More recently, the children’s love of books has made its 
way into our learning around Reconciliation Week. The 
children engaged with several stories around Indigenous 
Australians. We were then able to extend on this through 
sand art, and sensory play; engaging with lemon myrtle 
leaves and cooking experiences.  
 
Moving forward, our babies are getting older and we aim 
for this to be reflected in our environments and planning. 
Now that majority of the children in our room are head-
ing towards the ‘almost toddler’ age, we will be adapting 
our environments and the way we plan to more suit our 
‘almost toddlers’ needs.  
 
Love Miss Chloe and 
Miss Kylie 

 
 
“We worry about what a child will become  
tomorrow, yet we forget that he is someone 



 

Senior Nursery  
 

 

Senior Nursery  
Hi Families, 
What an amazing year we have had in Senior Nursery with the children growing, de-
veloping, learning so much, and even moving on to Toddlers. We have welcomed 
Eloise into our merry crew, and will be welcoming Mia and Lillianna in the near fu-
ture. We are so looking forward to encompassing them in the room, and the begin-
ning of their learning and developing with their new friends and educators. The chil-
dren have all become so much steadier in their climbing, balancing and physical 
strength, as we have challenged them with not only our obstacle courses but have 
taken them into the large yard to attempt those. Dakoda, Freddie, Archer and Vinny are becoming 
steadier when climbing and have greatly improved their balancing. The Move and Groove focus for 
June was kicking so, incorporating the State of Origin in our program, we encouraged the children to 

kick the ball into a basket or goal. Rhys and Bosten especially loved kicking, even 
attempting to drop the ball near their foot and kick it.  
We have incorporated Sorry Day, Reconciliation Week and Mabo Day into our 
ongoing program, celebrating and commemorating the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Island culture, painting both felt figures, the flags, and rocks as well as in-
teracting with the children around Aboriginal symbols on cards and rocks, and 
speaking to them about Dreamtime stories. 

For World Environment Day and ongoing learning on our program we have been teaching the children 
about sustainable practices. Whilst we grew in development, we also acquired knowledge from fami-
lies and friends to start our Senior Nursery garden as we took to trial and error and learning what we 
needed to provide for our gardens. Many thanks to all the information and 
donated plants from families as we obtained so much knowledge as beginner 
gardeners ourselves. We loved every moment of it. As we got down to digging 
and taking care of our environment many of our plants thrived in the garden 
such as Basil, Citronella and a few other small indoor plants as we started 
propagating leaves to have a larger plant committee. Once learning what we 
needed we also provided an opportunity for the children to learn about com-
posting and taking plenty of visits to the worm garden getting to know what composting does for the 
soil and worms. The children now know where the compost bin is and have learnt where to get the 
water from to nurture their plants. It has been a wonderful way to learn so much already and I can 
safely say we will continue our road to a sustainable future in the Senior Nursery. 

We also introduced many recyclable items and used natural resources as 
provocations in the children’s play. Using their imagination and creativity, 
they were able to build, and make some great pretend dinners. 
For Miss Ashleigh and I this year we have focused on creating a room where 
the children are safe and secure, and where we sit and interact with them, 
consolidating the amazing bonds we now have with them. They are also be-
ginning to interact around the photos on the wall of themselves, as Miss Ash-

leigh and I endeavour to continually improve our environment to create the optimum learning and the 
softest area for comfort, as we interact around 
songs, nursery rhymes and reading.  
The last two months have seen an immense amount 
of learning and development in the children demon-
strating to us how much they understand of verbal 
and non-verbal language. 
Miss Debbie and Miss Ashleigh 



 

Toddler  
Welcome to the Toddler newsletter! In this edition we will be talking about 
what we have been doing and what the interests have been in the Toddler 
Room! 
The children have been still, so interested and have been doing a great deal of 
exploration into fruit, veg and herbs! This all came from our sustainability topic 
of Sustainable farming and growing.  
We have ventured in to harvesting and taste testing our own fruit, veg and 
herbs that we grow at our centre! We have been very busy replanting our 
herbs, flowers and veg into the bigger garden down the back, near the shed as 
they have been growing bigger and BIGGER in the original pots, we planted 
them in as a class! 
The children have been showing a lot of interest in the home corner area! We have added a lot more 
food, recyclable material as well as utensils, plates etc! This has let the children explore more and has 
given them the opportunity to create dishes. This opportunity of adding more objects to home corner, 
has created more bonds with their peers over the ‘meals’ they have been creating! With home corner, 

they get to role play as well as use their verbal and non-verbal communi-
cation to their peers as well as educators. They also use their fine and 
gross motor skills when creating dishes, by mixing, picking up food as well 
as opening the cupboards!  
The children have also been showing interest in the small group time ac-
tivities that we have been setting up. We have been placing different ac-
tivities on the tables such as paint, drawing, kinetic sand, chalk, puzzles, 
mirrored blocks etc. We have been taking 4 to 5 children each, which has 

given the children, the opportunity, to mix with other children they may not normally play with as well 
as working on some goals by doing this.  
The children are a lot calmer and spend a good hour focusing, interacting, using fine and gross motor 
skills, imagination, confidence, problem solving, hand-eye coordination and 
creating and exploring the activities before having the opportunity to rotate 
and getting the chance to bond with another staff member at the other table! 
A-frames and planks have also been a big interest as the children are using 
their gross motor skills which helps strengthen their leg muscles which also 
helps with their balancing and hand-eye coordination. This also ties in with 
children goals. 
Another focus is language development, as a lot of children have this as their 
goal. So, as we focus on the children’s goals, like language, we make the learn-
ing fun by doing activities such as books/reading, doing interests the children 
are in like trains or trucks or even songs such as bee bee bumble bee, which 
encourage the children to say their name.   

Since changing the art area and adding more natural items, more collage piec-
es as well as getting little paint bottles and making the art area look nicer and 
more appealing to the chil-
dren, this has been anoth-
er area of interest! 
 
Until next time, Miss Kerri,  

Miss Shannon and Miss 

Paige  



 

Junior Kindy  
Hi Families, 

What a big two months we have had in Junior Kindy! We have welcomed Hugo, 

Maddon, Arthur, Kora and Brooklyn to our room since our last newsletter. We 

have really enjoyed getting to know you all and your families over the past couple 

of months!  

We have had a big focus on independence and self-help skills and have began a 

new meal time routine where the children gather their own plates before they sit 

down! This has been working so well and the children have quickly gotten the hang of it! Its wonderful 

seeing them taking ownership over their mealtimes!  

We have also seen lots of our friend’s transition to using the toilet this month and have been working 

hard at dressing ourselves when we are finished. Some of us have even amazed our teachers by learning 

how to put our own shoes and socks on when we are finished. 

Last month we celebrated family week, thank you to all the families who wrote in to tell us a little bit 

about your home life! We discussed all the different types of families that exist within our Little Ducks 

community and the children drew their own family portraits to display in our room!  

We have also noticed the beginning of many beautiful friendships in our Junior Kindy room! Its so nice 

to see that the children are not only forming safe bonds with their edu-

cators but also with each other! We have seen lots of small group im-

aginative play where the children are really discussing different roles 

each friend can play and the ‘rules’ of the game. I’m sure you have 

also noticed your children talking much more about others and all the 

fun things they do together during the day! We are using this as a 

teaching opportunity on how to be kind to others and making sure that 

our games are fair for everyone!   

As part of our sustainability program we have been working hard at tending to our veggie patch, this 

month we were rewarded with a nice healthy pumpkin! Miss Kerri chopped it up and cooked it into a 

yummy soup for us to try! As well as pumpkins we have also found some 

interesting litter creatures such as praying mantis in our garden! We have 

enjoyed studying the different insects we find and learning about their 

habitats, diets and safety measures, before releasing them back into the 

garden. 

Our Move and Groove topic at the moment is kicking, Its great to see how 

much the children have progressed so far with this and we are now seeing 

advanced kicking movements such as running up to a ball to kick it! Kick-

ing balls is a very popular activity in Junior Kindy so I am sure the chil-

dren have really enjoyed the opportunity to fine tune this skill that they already enjoy!  

You may have heard your child talking all about spaceships and rockets! This is going to be a focus in 

our room moving forward as there has been lots of interest around this! A huge thank you to George and 

his family for bringing in so many carboard rolls that we have been able to use to make some huge rock-

ets! We will continue the space theme by making the moon and then looking at some other planets in our 

solar system! Keep an eye out on story park for more of this learning! 

We are currently working on our mid year summative assessments and you will be able to see these on 

story park in the coming 

weeks, as always please 

feel free to come and have 

a chat about anything in 

these reports!  

Thanks for reading!  

Miss Teesh, Miss Bree and 

Miss Rylee. 



 

Kindergarten  
Wow, can you believe we are halfway through the year already! It has been an amazing journey so 
far and we can certainly see the progress each child has made. Weather it is reaching their goals, 
making new friends, or gaining more confidence in themselves and in front of the class, we are so 
proud of each kindy kid and their efforts! There is constant chatter about going to big school next 
year, so it is safe to say the excitement is certainly growing for this next big event in their lives.  
In the month of June, the three kindy educators moved to a key educator approach to our planning 
and observing. This means that each educator has set children assigned to them to focus on. 
Through our discussions we decided that going forward this change would be best practice to en-
sure each of our children are being focused with more purpose and intent. It has allowed opportuni-
ties for further one on one experiences and engagement with each child and giving us as their edu-
cators the chance to form a deeper relationship with our assigned children. We will continue this 
approach for the remainder of the year. Through our weekly reflective conversations as a team, we 
are able to make decisions such as this to make specific changes for better outcomes.  
In our literacy learning we are focusing on a ‘book of the week’, which often flows into the next 
week as the children continue their interest in the story. ‘The Gruffalo” has been a popular story. 
The children are becoming aware of the characters in the book, the words, and the habitat of each 
animal in the story. We have enjoyed extending this story to other aspects of the learning too such 
as making log pile houses for the snake with sticks in the outdoor environment. We have moved 
onto ‘The Gruffalo’s child’ where the children can draw on their knowledge of the Gruffalo. We are 
making connections between the words and the images as we learn that the pictures help us to 
read! Using the pictures is a key strategy when reading so drawing the children’s attention to the 
illustrations helps to make sense of the story. Abigail. A recently bought in a nursery rhyme book 
which has led to us learning more about nursery rhymes though art (making humpy dumpty pup-
pets), singing songs and using story sequencing cards to put the story back together. Story sequenc-
ing assists with comprehension, organize ideas and information efficiently and problem solve.  
You may have noticed your child’s goal this term has included language such as connection, free-
dom or mastery. These words have derived from the phoenix cups which are a framework for teach-
ers to guide behavior in a positive way. The idea is when a child’s ‘cup’ is full they have a stronger 
sense of wellbeing and happiness. There are 5 cups: Freedom, love, safety, mastery and fun. You 
can find more information regarding the cups here: https://www.phoenixcups.com.au/about  
The phoenix cups have helped us to understand your child and which cup they require filled more 

than others which in turn helps them to be more 
engaged, focused and enjoy their kindy experi-
ence as they are more fulfilled. It helps their 
needs to be met as we are more aware of what 
those needs are through observing and inter-
acting with them. Through building the cups into 
the child’s goal we are seeing children grow in 
confidence and happiness as their planning cen-
ters around the cup that they require filling the 
most. In turn the children’s behavior is being 
guided positively as we use this language during 
the day to help them reflect on their interactions 
with others and how their behavior can affect 
those around them. We all know that we can’t 
run on an empty cup so it is essential to keep 
them full through educators planning experienc-
es that cater to this.  

https://www.phoenixcups.com.au/about


 

Kindergarten  
Term 2 learning: National Reconciliation Week: 
As you may already be aware our Kindergarten program is strongly driven by 'Queensland Kinder-
garten Learning and Guidelines' (QKLG) framework set out by the government for all kindergarten 
approved programs. One of the significant learning stated in the QKLG is as followed " developing 
understanding of Aboriginal peoples’ and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ ways of knowing and being 
and their connection to Country". This significant learning is also adapted and consistent throughout 
formal school curriculum across all age groups. One of the many opportunities we use to implement 
this vital learning is through National Reconciliation Week.  
“National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histo-
ries, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving recon-
ciliation in Australia. “ 
This year again our children have warmed our hearts as we observed how they embraced and 
showed so much interest in learning some of the history as well as engaging and participating in 
cultural activities of the First Peoples Nations. Many of our families have also shared how the kindy 
children have been taking this learning and sharing it at home. From talking about the ‘Sorry, Sorry 
‘story and wanting to join in to help our First people’s nations by listening ,learning about their cul-
ture and working together” to share , care for the land  and being kind “. To enthusiastically re-
questing Aboriginal music whilst carrying out the shake a leg dance. Also participating in our daily 
land acknowledgement and being able to identify the purpose of why do this. Our children pronun-
ciation of long words such as ‘Quandamooka, Reconciliation, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island have 
been very impressive as they have used these words consistently throughout this week. 
Another key focus area in the QKLG is ‘BUILDING A CONFIDENT SLEF IDENTITY ‘for all our children 
therefore we encourage greatly family input in sharing significant events or holidays celebrated by 
the varying cultures of our children. So please do not hesitate to let us know if there is a special cul-
ture event that relates to your family that you wish to share, we are 
all for it! We were very lucky again to have family input from Alice 
and mum Nellie come in for Italian Day to talk about their beautiful 
country while making a global well known dish from Italy ‘pasta 
‘with our children which they were able to take home to cook and 
eat . Our children were able to make pasta two different ways using 
a pasta machine with Ms Cassie and a Manuel roller with Ms Nellie. 
They thoroughly enjoyed this experience very much. Thank you, Al-
ice, and mum Nellie, for your valuable input and sharing a bit of your 
precious culture with us all.  
What’s coming up: Term 3 we will be starting our one day a week 
transitioning visit to Birkdale South State School . This will be on a Friday and commence in week 4 
(6.8.21). The transition visits are from 9am to 10.30 am. This is a great program for our children that 
are attending this school to meet the teachers and begin familiarizing themselves with what will be 
their new learning environment for next year.  It is also open to our children not attending this 
school where they will benefit by being able to get an insight on what prep class learning looks and 
feels like.  
If you have any questions about any-
thing or would like to share / add in-
put into our programs we will be 
more than happy to discuss with you 
or do our best to answer any queries 
you may have.  Ms Renee , Ms Kayla 
and Ms Maryanne. 



Sustainability Corner! 
Hello sustainability agents! 
 
We have been busy in the gardens over the last couple of 
weeks, we are waiting on a few more sweet potatoes to 
mature and we all really enjoyed harvesting our big 
pumpkin! We took the pumpkin 
around so that everyone could experi-

ence the natural beauty of growing our own food and then as a 
group we decided we would turn it into pumpkin soup! It was a 
hit with most of the children and we look forward to doing it 
again soon, or we could even make some sweet potato mash 
when they are ready! 
This month, we have been having a look at how and why we 
should reset our natural environments and how we can get them 
to be as beneficial to us, other living critters and the earth! We 
have planted some tree’s and have been taking care of them, we have also tidied up 
the garden, getting it ready to plant new winter plants as the season changes. We 
have filled up our compost bin completely now so in a few weeks when this has 
been broken down, it can be spread through the gardens to provide food for the soil 
we wish to plant in.  
As I engage with the children, I can hear children talking about picking up rubbish to 

help mother nature, I can hear them telling 
each other not to waste water and I can hear 
the children talking about what they want to 
grow and where they would like to grow it 
which shows that discussions and learning are 
happening within classrooms and in the out-
door environment. Learning about the world 
around is such a vital part to ensuring the fu-
ture is a good, happy and green one! 
 

I will be heading off in July for three months so I look forward to seeing what sustain-
ability adventures the children at Little Ducks go on while I am away and I also look 
forward to sharing the tips and tricks I pick up along the way as I am sure that living 
in a bus will push for a pretty sustainable life!  
 
 

Stay green!  
Miss Kerri  



Reconciliation Action Plan! 

 

Hi Everyone!  
 
We have been having so much fun in Move and 
Groove this month! Kicking has been such a popular  
module and it has been amazing to watch the chil-
dren’s skills grow from being unsure on how to kick a 
ball to now kicking with some aim and accuracy! We 
have been implementing many strategies to help 
this skill grow such as: 
- setting up targets in the yard for children to kick 
into and introducing mounts into our kicking so children are able to kick without 
wanting to grab the ball with their hands!  
Our younger members of the service have also been getting involved by kicking their 
feet at toys and mobiles! As well as working on their leg muscles by practicing stand-
ing and walking!  
Moving forward into July we will begin looking at another leg movement skill: leap-
ing! We are going to be playing lots of games in this module and encouraging the use 
of our whole bodies to help us make some long leaps!  If you have any suggestions 
on games we could add around our leaping module, feel free to let our educators 
know. We always love family feedback. 
Thanks for another month full of move and groove fun!  
 
Miss Teesh. 

Move and Groove! 

Welcome back to discovering more about our journey towards reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander. Over the last few months the children have been 
continuing to embed our acknowledgement of country. The children have been work-
ing on recognising the Quandamooka people for the land on which they play each day. 
Junior Kindy have been embedding their own version of the acknowledgement 
through song, but for those wanting to embed this at home also our acknowledge-
ment is below; 
- (Using clapping sticks) This is Quandamooka country! We thank you, the Quanda-
mooka Elders and Traditional Owners, For your strength 
(show muscles), and the land we share (stamp feet). Wel-
come friends! (wave and hi-5). 
Moving forward we are beginning to focus on the goal of; 
Embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and 
cultures in curriculum planning, development and evaluation 
processes. Stay tuned to see our progress over the coming 
months and as always, if you have anything you could add to 
our learning, please see our lovely educators.  


