Little Ducks Childcare Annerley
March/April 2021

A note from your Centre Manager
Dear families,
We thank the Jagara people for the use of the land on which we play and learn each day.
It is safe to say 2021 has kicked off to a fantastic beginning here at Little Ducks. I would like to give a
warm welcome to our new Assistant Centre Manager, Emily. Emily joined us in early February and has
been a wonderful addition to our Little Ducks community. It has been a joy watching Emily form new
relationships with the children, families, and educators within the service.
Our upcoming incursion for March are Henny Penny Hatching, the fun, interactive learning experience
that focus’s on educating children about life cycles. Science Street will also be joining us, providing a
captivating and entertaining STEM based experience.
The previous two weeks Miss Corinne from Play Frog Language Tuition has been running complementary French lessons with the children. Miss Corrine has given us fantastic feedback regarding the children’s engagement. If you are interested in enrolling your child please fill out an enrollment form.

Some wonderful community incentives are in the process of being secured that I would like to share
with you. We are in the process of confirming Tribe Coffee Co, a mobile coffee vendor to come to our
centre Monday and Friday mornings between 7:30am-9:00am. Tribe Coffee Co offers quality locally
sourced coffee by Bear Bones, and an range of milk alternatives (at no extra
cost). So please come down to support and get your morning coffee to-go!
Also, we are working with the local Men’s Shed to have a community library
built and placed outside of our service. This will provide our families an opportunity to share our favourite children books with each other and the
broader Annerley community.
Kind Regards,
Erin Evans
Centre Manager/Nominated Supervisor

35 Waldheim Street
Annerley QLD 4103
Phone (07) 3848 7688
Fax (07) 3848 6533

annerley@littleducks.com.au

Upcoming Events!
March
•
•

•

•
•

•

1-12 March-Henny Penny
Incursion.
8Th March- Clean– up Australia Day
We will hold a ‘Little Ducks
Clean Up Day’ In the lead
up to ‘Clean up Australia
Day.’ Talk to your educator
to find out how you can
help!
Wednesday 17th– St Patrick’s Day
Dress in green and come
along to learn some fun
facts about our Irish friends
and families. St Patricks Day
is on Saturday the 17th

April
•

Thursday 1st - Canada DayLeading up to this day we will
lean where Canada is in our
world and the importance of
‘Canada Day.

•

Friday 23rd – Crazy Hair and
Sock Day
Help support the Leukaemia
Foundation and the World’s
Greatest Shave by coming
along with your craziest hair-do
and a gold coin donation.

•

Sunday 4th – 11th - NAIDOC
Week
This week we celebrate the
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.

•

Friday 17th – PJ Day!
No need to get dressed today,
come along in your PJ’s for a
cosy, chilled out day.

Friday 19th– Red Nose Day
Wear red to support this
wonderful day.
Monday 22nd– Harmony
Day

Friday 26th– Holi FestivalCelebrate the Indian Festival
of colours – this is special
day for us each year at Little
Ducks, a time to come together and send good wishes and spread colour
around to brighten up the
year.

Easy Art! - Painting with Nature
What you need:
Washable paint, tray of nature display (leaves, sticks, flowers etc), paper, paper plate.
Instructions:
This is a fun nature-focused art activity, bought to you by Toddler At
Play. All you need to do is lay out your natural “paintbrushes” onto a
tray and lay out the colours of your child’s choice onto a paper plate.
This activity encourages children to express their creativity, also, a
great way to get out into nature and collect the natural elements of
your child’s choice.

Policy Reviews
We value your input and feedback so please refer to the
Policy Review Folder in the
foyer for more information or
to provide any comments or
suggestions. The
policies/procedures in review
during February are:

•
•
•
•

Child Protection policy
Sleep, Rest, Relaxation and
Clothing policy
Educator and Management
policy
Discrimination, Harassment,
Bullying and Occupational
Violence Policy

Centre Birthdays!

March Birthdays!
Kate, Fredrick, Emily, Oliver, Evelyn, Aiden, Zachary, Lily,
Hugh, Ava. Samuel, Harvey, Mae, Kabir
April Birthdays!
James S, James R, Edward, Leo, Elinor, Evelyn, Zoe,
Emersyn, Michael, George, Arthur,

Easy Recipe
Vegetable Fritters
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Capsicum (finely diced)
Chickpea flour
Eggs
Parmesan
Carrot (grated)
Zucchini (grated)
Tin of corn
Parsley
Olive oil

Substitutes:
•
Make it egg free and swap out eggs for flax eggs– see easy recipe
below
•
https://jessicainthekitchen.com/how-to-make-a-flax-egg/
•
Make it dairy free and substitute parmesan with nutritional yeast,
seasoning and herbs

Method
•
•
•
•
•

Squeeze out liquid from zucchini and carrot to ensure best consistency of
the batter.
Mix all the ingredients together
Heat 1/2 a tablespoon of oil in a frying pan over medium heat
Using an ice cream scoop drop the mixture int the pan
Flatten with a spatula and fry on each side for 2-3 minutes

Nursery Natter!
We passed two challenging months and here we are calmly cruising in the Nursery with the
babies approaching March 2021! Partnerships with families have been immensely useful for
the babies to settle in this quick! Well done families and extended families, we are a great
community using the Storypark as a platform to connect, celebrating the milestones, efforts
and achievements of those precious little people.
Using the Circle of Security as a tool to reach at the term one goal for the babies - building
respectful, reciprocal, secure relationships with more than one educator and with peers, the
Nursery is almost at winning pole! The environment is calm and the drop offs are becoming
easier. Thank you all for efforts, support and tolerance at challenging times.
The months of January and February 2021 have been a month of transitioning from home to
day care for the new babies. They came for ‘stay and play’ with the families before the full
days were started. The Educators received the information on their routines and summaries
went on the wall for reference for all the educators. The individual routines were catered to,
for continuity of care from home to day care set up. The babies were encouraged to bring in
their comforters/ favourite toys for a sense of belonging in the new environment. The Primary Care Givers have been making positive connections with all the babies during orientations and more educators who visit the Nursery also have been expanding the secure base
of the Circle of Security and making notes of their favourite play areas to extend on their
interests for their easy settling in.
Further more, family inputs about each baby’s emerging interests and milestones have
helped the educators immensely in planning the program.
The babies who continued in the Nursery from the previous year were encouraged in positive interactions in the new community by inviting the new babies into social play. The
group has started showcasing inclusive social play sharing toys, welcoming the new babies
who visits us for short plays. The interest in exploring discovery baskets has helped in this
endeavour. How amazing!
In the Nursery the learning is promoted
through a ‘partnership dance’ of educators with each baby in the most enjoyable way! During the two months we
have noted that some babies are developing towards a special day care routine
showcasing their sense of wellbeing.
Some babies are transitioning to one big
mid day-rest time. The babies are responding very well for self regulating at
care times. Supporting predictable routines and continued practice has helped
them feel safe.

Nursery Natter!
Starting each morning listening to the music from
the CD Stand and Grow, reconciliation songs transitioning from busy play to calmer play waiting
until helped in a high chafer morning tea, sitting
patiently at the table as a group until support is
received to use a wet washer for hands, wear a bib
for meals, receive help with the spoon, wearing
hats before going outdoors, cooperative behaviour
on the nappy mat, self regulating to sleep or accepting assistance at rest times are some important targets the Nursery has achieved during
term one.
In celebrating calendar events we celebrated the Australia Day with a Sensory painting activity using red and blue paint to create a bunting for the Nursery and flags to take home. For
the Chinese Luna New Year the babies enjoyed a group time listening to Ms Vicky singing a
Chinese action song whilst the babies clapped their hands. They also decorated a pot with
red and gold paint as a gift for the singer! The babies incorporating the interest in sensory
play with body part awareness, placed their foot prints on hearts to create cards for the parents inviting them to be their valentines in celebrating the Valentines Day!
Ms Manoja created a special inclusive pancake recipe to celebrate Pancake Day when babies
helped her to mix in the batter and enjoy tasting the pancakes for afternoon tea!

Observing the favourite play experiences it’s evident that the little people are getting very
busy physically so the goals are extended to focus on their motor skills and balancing! They
are learning to move and are moving to learn! Starting from texture crawling to implement
the Move and Grove Plan in the Nursery the babies extended their physical skills by crawling
on sloped surface on the dome and also experiencing spatial awareness while they got spun
in the upside down dome! Thanks families for taking time to give feedback! We are in the
process of creating a birthday display chart using the reused food containers from yummies
and reused box board to create a ‘Nursery Bus to travel’ to implement the Sustainability
Plan. The babies are showcasing interest in playing with boxes
and containers, can families please see the invitation in the
Parent Information Wall to bring Recycled Items from home for
the educators to more create resources!
Thanks in advance, love your collaboration!

Miss Manoja

Senior Nursery Tales!
The Senior Nursery’s educators Miss Sidra, Miss Vicky and Miss Abby have been try to
provide meaningful connections for our little learners. As we focus on our Circle of Security where our children have the opportunity to feel secure, supported and loved at all
times; our children have been feeling a lot more in tune with their own emotions and being able to look for us when they are in distress and after being reassured (a cuddle, pat
on the arm or shoulder or verbal reassurance) they feel more inclined to go back to their
activity. A secure attachment between child and caregiver is critical to a child’s current
and future well being. Multiple researches have shown that secure children have increased empathy, greater self esteem, better relationships with parents and peers, enter
school more ready to learn, and are able to handle their emotions better than their less
secure peers. As they grow older, secure children become less
likely to live in poverty, have legal problems, or experience
chronic emotional difficulties. So focusing on our relationships
with the children, parents and the community in general has
been a focus and will continue as it is an on-going process.
We have been actively focusing on celebrating diversity with our
little learners as we currently celebrated Chinese New Year; Miss
Vicky did the traditional dancing with the children whilst playing
the energetic music in the background, she also helped them to
create beautiful Chinese lanterns. She has also been focusing on
children’s interest in the book about the transformation of a caterpillar into a beautiful butterfly. Children are able to see the fascinating activities for the Chinese New Year and the Caterpillar
book illustrations (as well the pictures of them being engrossed in
reading the book) on our display walls at all times! Vicky has also
been involved in introducing the children to the concepts of gardening as we help children water the garden and recently cleared
our garden bed of the dried up mint plant which the children enjoyed doing as well!
Miss Sidra has been bringing the New Zealand cultural diversity into the Senior Nursery
as the children are enjoying singing about the mythical sea creature called the Taniwha
(pronounced; Taanifaa) and a song associated with it. As well as recently we have celebrated the Waitangi Day which happens everyday on the 6th of Feb; it is an official day of
treaty signing and the partnership of the British with the Maori chiefs. For that Miss Sidra
made Poi (a round ball with a rope attached that is used in dancing) with the children, as
well as making some yummy Maori bread which the children enjoyed for the afternoon
tea.

Senior Nursery Tales!
The children can revisit the activities linked to Waitangi Day on their display wall and feel
a sense of connection to the wider community and learning to recognise and respect diversity whilst being immersed in that culture through arts and crafts, singing songs and
reading books. Sidra has also been focusing on developing self-help skills like washing
their hands, helping clear away their plates after meals and tidying up.
Miss Abigail has also been focusing on building trust, secure attachments and bonds with
the children. She has been providing children with lots of fun activities that nourishes
children’s curiosity, sense of agency, practices their fine and gross motor skills, modes of
communication (verbal and non-verbal) and their sense of self as a competent and confident learners.
Miss Abigail has also picked up on children’s interest in looking after baby dolls in the
room so she has created a display about ways our learners can care for the baby
(instructional pictures on how to hold them, change
their nappies and make their milk bottles) as well as children’s picture about interacting and caring for their babies! The children have been revisiting their pictures and
make meanings about what it means to care for an infant and learning about others and their own needs.

Miss Sidra

Miss Vicky

Miss Abigail

Toddler Time!
Toddler Tales!
We thank the Jagara people for the use of the land on which we play and learn each day!
Firstly, I would like to welcome, Samit, Francis and Micah into
our Toddler community and we are happy they have decided to
join us on their learning journey here at little Ducks.
We have been busy developing a sense of security by building
relationships with your child, through activities both planned
and spontaneous child lead experiences. Home corner is the centre of our rooms experiences with all children engaging in role
play and dress ups. Miss Di appreciates all the cups of tea that
are made for me. Dramatic play is a great way for children to
develop their imagination, language, social skills and draw on life
experiences. We have discovered our little band of Toddies are
enthusiastic participants in messy play. Through activities like water play, wet sand and shaving cream these experiences, provide ample opportunities to explore different tactile experiences and enhances their cognitive development.

In the coming few weeks, we have planned to incorporate activities based around counting,
as there is a big interest. This will involve songs, books and basic grouping of objects.
Developing a variety of motor skills is essential for muscle strength/tone and even confidence
in their abilities to perform simple tasks, this will also be a big focus over the next few weeks.
From large core muscles to the intricate muscles in our fingers, they are in for a workout. We
are hoping to include yoga into our program as well to create a sense of wellbeing with a holistic approach.
Exciting news, the chickens are arriving shortly, this will be a great experience for our Toddies
to watch the different stages of their development, having this and chance to them grow and
explore their new world.

Miss Di

Miss Lauren

Junior Kindy Column!
Hi families!
We have had such an exciting start to the year! This first month our main focus has been
getting to know our Junior Kindy kids, building connections within collaborative activities
and getting settled into our routines. We have been learning about everyone’s interests,
families and values, and have really appreciated the input from and conversations with parents and families.
So many strong relationships have formed so quickly between educators and children and
it’s amazing to see how this impacts our little community. At group times especially, we
have noticed a wonderful comfortableness – showing as the children are growing more
confident to relate to stories, engage in conversation, sing songs, express feelings and emotions, and contribute personal experiences and knowledge.
During transitions to eating and rest times we have been incorporating a short meditation
and some deep breaths which they have responded so well to, and brings about a lovely
calmness before going inside.
During our meal times we have encouraged the children to have a bit more independence they collect their own food and water bottles as they come in before sitting down, and put
their bowls or plates away when they are finished. We were so impressed by how quickly
they rose to this challenge – they picked up these responsibilities with ease and pride.
We have had a lot to celebrate this month! We celebrated the Chinese New Year – the Year
of the Ox – by reading fantastic books, role playing Chinese feasts, eating traditional Chinese noodles and making lanterns, drums, flags and our own Oxen!
We celebrated Valentine’s Day by making cards decorating
hearts and talking about all of the people we loved and
why.
And we feasted on pancakes with toppings of our choice to
celebrate Pancake Tuesday - the traditional feast day before
the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday.

Junior Kindy Column!
Sustainability
Our worms in our worm farm are happier than ever! Miss Luana has been showing the children what types of foods to feed them and how to keep them happy. She has also helped
our JK kids grow bean sprouts in cotton balls and recycled containers, and water them regularly to keep them growing!

Miss Sarah

Miss Noo

Miss Luana

Mr Peter

Senior Kindy Catch Up!
What a great first few months we have had in the Senior Kindy room. It has been wonderful to see how all of the children have settled into the new room and that they are confident in sharing their own individual personalities and building new connections with both
their peers and educators
Over the past few months, there has been a strong focus on building the children’s independence and self help skills – encouraging them to care for their own belongings, tidying
up after play, serving their own meals and dressing themselves – and the children are doing
really well at this – and it wonderful to see how this is impacting their own self esteem –
they are so proud of their own efforts.
We have also been engaging in a lot of small group games – this is great for building healthy
relationships in the class room, regulating emotions and developing empathy. Children
learn through observing how their peers solve problems or interact with each other. Some
of the group games we have engaged in are “the bee game”, “bingo”, “memory game” and
also some action games “going on a bear hunt”, “ring a ring a rosie”, and “duck duck
goose”. This has been a great opportunity for the children to build connections and friendships within the room, pride in their own abilities and recognition of the efforts of others.
We will continue to introduce more games over the coming months – as the children have
responded really well to these group games.
With our recycling module for our Sustainability program, we have been doing lots of work
on growing plants from food scraps and the children have been fascinated by this, ensuring
they are caring for our plants and displaying responsibility for the natural environment –
over the coming months we will continue with this – incorporating Garden Discovery from
the Woolworths promotions which is currently running – so if you have any seedling pots
that you do not need – please bring them into Senior Kindy and we will incorporate these
with our program.

Senior Kindy Catch Up!
Role play experiences have also been a big interest within the group – so we are looking at adding additional props to our home corner area to extend on the interest of the children – if you
have any items that you think would be a great
addition to our home corner area – please let us
know as your input is valuable to us.
Over the next few months we have some very
exciting experiences planned for the Senior Kindy room – including our Chicken hatching program, Street Science, Clean up Australia day, St
Patricks Day, Red Nose Day, Harmony Day, Harmony Day and Earth Hour – so there will be
many fun and engaging experiences planned for these – if you wish to input into any of these
- please come and see us.
Just a reminder that in the Senior Kindy room – the children are given the choice during rest
time as to whether they go on a bed or not – if you wish for your child to sleep during this
time – please leave a note for the educators in the Parent communication book – so we can
ensure that your child has a sleep – but every child does have a half hour rest period whereby they have quiet time, lying on the mat with their peers. If you have any questions about
this please do not hesitate to come and see us.
Looking forward to an exciting few months ahead – please remember your input is important
to us so if you have anything you wish to be added to our program – do not hesitate to contact us either verbally or through storypark.
Thank you Leighanne and Vanessa

Miss Leighanne

Miss Vanessa

Kindergarten Program!
Kia Ora Families,
Warm greetings to you all. Great to see most kindy children are settling well into the routines in room. Did you know having a consistent routine is healthy for our children as it
supports them to predict what to expect next. Thank you to all our families for continuing
to contribute towards the children’s interests. We will continue to build relationships with
children and partnership with our families.
It has been busy days as we are creating a learning
environment and building relationships. There have
been a number of celebrations happening in kindergarten room this term. We started with Australia Day
where we acknowledge the first people of the land
and become aware of their history. A good number
of kindy children showed keen interest in the history
of Australia, so we extended this by reading books,
watching educational video for children and did collage art, drawings, cooking and painting. We revisited
our learning about modern Australia through a book
titled ‘Possum Magic” and had some good support
from our families who shared books by different Australian writers about iconic places such as Great Barrier Reef which the children were really fascinated
and curious about. The teachers and children have set up learning area where they explore and engage in building their knowledge and have led discussions about creatures
that live in the ocean, such as octopus, jellyfish, sting ray, fish of all kinds, and currently
we are learning more about turtles. Added to this learning, kindy children became aware
of protecting the ocean environment and creatures that live there. Through role play, kindy children have gained an understanding of the result of our actions such as throwing
rubbish into the ocean. They are concerned that this will endanger marine life. The kindy
teachers feel that our kindy children have a strong voice to stand up to protect our environment for the future.

Kindergarten Program!
Through action song called Fruit Haka, we celebrated our next diversity learning
which is Waitangi Day which is the day to remember the first people of the land in
New Zealand. Like Australia Day, we supported the learning about Waitangi Day
through stories, books, songs, arts, dress-ups, and cooking. Following this celebration, kindy room also welcomed the Lunar New Year which Miss Jenny celebrates
in her culture together with some of our kindy children too. Kindy children learnt
some songs in Mandarin, made lanterns and found out their zodiac signs after listening to the children’s learning interests.
Our next focus is penguins and Henny Penny program. Our garden project is already in progress. The kindy garden plot is ready, and we have seedlings in pots
which have not sprouted yet.
As part of holistic development and wellbeing of kindy children, we have yoga and
meditation everyday after lunch for children to relax their bodies and prepare for
the afternoon. Kindy children also enjoy a range of music and movement which
supports their numeracy and literacy skills.
Feel free to discuss with us any queries you may
have about your children : )

Miss Rupa

Miss Jenny

Say in-tune with Sustainability
Over the past few months in our Sustainability program we have been focusing on Reduce Reuse and Recycling. Through this module the children have been learning about
ways in which we can reduce the amount of rubbish that is ending up in our environment – with the Kindy children being very passionate about our ocean life – they have
had many discussions on how we can prevent rubbish ending up in the waterways and
affecting our marine and animal life.
We also looked at which items are actually able to be recycled – looking for the recycle
triangle on different items – and the children have been working with the educators to
collect these items – which we have been using in our art and craft experiences, construction and also incorporated in our home corner play.
The children have also recognised that some of the items we can give to others, e.g. op
shops, containers for change, street libraries, etc and the Senior Kindy Children also
acknowledged that we can use old towels and sheets for cleaning jobs around the home
– what great insight.
Our recycling will be a continual learning experience throughout the year – so if you
have any recycled items that you feel we could use at Little Ducks – please let us know –
it is amazing what the children find fascinating that you would otherwise place into the
rubbish bin.
Over the next month we will be focusing on gardening – incorporating the Garden Discovery program from Woolworths – as well as learning about fruits and vegetables that
we can grow from food scraps – and the children will have the opportunity to be involved hands on in our gardening projects. If you have any seeds or Garden discovery
kits that you do not need – please bring them into Little Ducks – the children will love
them.
Your input is important to us – so if there is any area about Sustainability that you
would like to see incorporated within our program – please do not hesitate to come and
let us know .

Thank you,
Leighanne

Miss Leighanne

Move & Groove Program!
Our Move and groove programs are part of the National Quality Standard NQS element
2.2.2: Physical activity is promoted through planned and spontaneous experiences and
is appropriate for each child. The program focuses on fundamental movement skills
such as running, kicking, jumping, hopping, leaping, galloping, overarm throw, underarm roll, balancing, twisting, bending and turning. These skills are the building blocks for
more complex skills that children will learn throughout their lives to competently participate in games, sports and recreational activities.
Children do not naturally learn how to correctly perform fundamental movement skills
as part of their normal growth and development. It is essential that educators provide
children with intentional opportunities to explore and practice these skills to encourage
development and confidence in fundamental movement skills. The earlier that fundamental movement skills are introduced through play and exploration, the more likely
children will be to engage in physical activity throughout their lives, developing competence and confidence.
Over the past two months in our Move n' Groove program, we have been working on
Running. According to the Early Years Learning Framework Practice-Based Resources Development Milestones, by the time a child is 2 years old they should be able to run
easily. Providing children the opportunity to practice this skill in a safe setting is very
important. This is how they develop spatial awareness, muscle strength, balance and
locomotor skills.
Our children really had fun engaging in the running activity. They explored different running games such as running race, tag and their favourite, "Catching a monkey's tail.
Starting this month, We are super excited to announce that our Move n' Groove program is changed to a weekly program. Children from the Toddler room to the Kindy
room now can explore one fundamental movement skills every week instead of every
month. Our children will be learning and experience 12 different fundamental movement skills in one term and revisit it again in term two, three and term 4. Each Move n'
Groove program will be planed in the room's weekly program in the story park.

Mr Peter

