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A note from your Centre Manager
Dear families,
We thank the Jagara people for the use of the land on which we play and learn each day.
Welcome to our second newsletter for 2020. We have had a busy couple of months here at Annerley,
with the introduction of some exciting new changes. The beginning of 2020 bought with it some exciting changes for our service, one of which was the introduction of food. Yummies for Little Tummies
are providing us with fresh food for the children daily. One reason that really stood out for me when
introducing Yummies for Little Tummies into the service, was that they source all of their produce local, using the Rocklea fruit markets, as well as Maleny Dairy for all of their dairy supplies. Each day we
have had a new meal to try, which is on four week rotating menu. Overall, this has been a large success within the service, with most of the families opting for us to supply the food for their children. As
we all know, the society we now live in can be chaotic, so we were eager to try and alleviate some of
the stress for busy families.
In late February, we welcome a new Early Childhood teacher to our community! Miss Rupa joined us, after
she made the move over from New Zealand. Rupa bring along with her over ten years experience in the
Early Childhood industry! We are very excited to share with everyone, that we now have two qualified Early
Childhood Teachers delivering the Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guidelines within our service.
Throughout the past two months, we have been focussing on furthering staff training. To ensure that an
exceeding level of care and implementation of programme and practice is
maintained. This has been focussed around programming and practice, as well
as supporting children with hearing loss in the classroom. As our whole service,
our focus training has been on Quality Area 5– Relationships with children,
from the National Quality Standard. Throughout this process we have been
calling on our families, asking them for their feedback on how we are achieving
this and any areas that we can further improve. I thank all of our families who
have taken the time to complete this
survey.
Kind Regards,
Erin Evans
Centre Manager/Nominated Supervisor

35 Waldheim Street
Annerley QLD 4103
Phone (07) 3848 7688
Fax (07) 3848 6533

annerley@littleducks.com.au

Upcoming Events!
March
Monday 2nd - Clean Up Australia
Day
‘Little Ducks Clean Up Day’– each
taking part in keeping our environment clean and beautiful.

April
Thursday 9th – Easter Egg Hunt
Celebrating the tradition of the Easter Egg hunt celebrated in many
countries around the world. Come
along at 3:30pm to participate in the
Little Ducks egg hunt.

Wednesday 4th- Henny Penny
hatching programme
We will be exploring what came
first, the chicken or the egg for the
next 2 weeks watching the miraculous life cycle of chicken’s hatching.
Tuesday 17th- St Patrick’s Day
Lennon and his family celebrate
his Irish heritage today, for St Patrick’s day
Friday 20th- Persian New Year
Come and celebrate Oscar’s
family celebration of Persian New
year!
Friday 27th – Earth Hour
Little Ducks will go “electricity free
between 10am and 11am” to
teach children about being energy conscious.

Friday 10th – Good Friday
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Monday 13nd – Easter Monday
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Tuesday 14th – Henny Penny Hatching
We will be exploring what came first,
the chicken or the egg for the next 2
weeks watching the miraculous life
cycle of chicken’s hatching.
Monday 27th - ANZAC Day
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Leading up to this day, we will pay
our respect to the diggers.

Easy Art! - Goop
1 Bowl, 1 Spoon, Food Coloring of any color, 1 cup of Corn Starch, 1/3 cup of Water, 1 cup measuring
cup, 1/3 cup measuring cup, 1 zip lock bag, Clean, flat working environment that can get a little messy
Measure 1 cup of Corn Starch loosely (don’t pack down) and pour it into your bowl. Measure 1/3 cup
of water and pour it into the same bowl as the Corn Starch. Squeeze three drops of color into your Corn
Starch and water mixture. Now take your spoon and start to mix the corn starch, water and food coloring. Make sure you are over a table where you don’t mind making a little mess, and grab a handful of
goop with your hands and start to knead it between your palms and have some fun! To keep your goop
in perfect condition it is time to store it in your sip lock bag. Use your spoon to scrape the sides of the
mixing bowl and spoon it into the zip lock bag and secure the seal tightly. Use a paper towel and a little
bit of water to wipe down your working station. The starch will clean up very easily and it will be as if
your experiment never happened!

We value your input and feedback so please refer to the
Policy Review Folder in the
foyer for more information or
to provide any comments or
suggestions. The
policies/procedures in review
during March and April are:

 Aids & HIV policy
 Health, hygiene and
Safe food
 Excursion policy
 Maintenance policy
 Educator and management policy
 Toileting policy

Centre Birthdays!
A big two months of birthdays coming up!
George, Michael, Arthur.Cull, Liam, Neveah, Eve, Riley, Lily, James, Connor, Harvey, Georgia, Charlotte, Emersyn, Edward, Zemirah, Kabir, Ava, Jasper, Leo, Evelyn, Odette,
Elinor.

Best ever Easy baked Meatballs











1 kg lean ground beef
1/2 cup onion finely chopped
1/4 cup dried bread crumbs
2 garlic cloves minced
1 egg
1/4 cup parmesan cheese finely grated
3 Tbsp. ketchup
1 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
1 Tbsp. parsley minced (or about 1/2 Tbsp. dried)

Method:
Preheat oven to 200ºc. Spray a large baking tray with cooking spray.
Mix together onion, bread crumbs, garlic, egg, cheese, ketchup, salt, pepper and parsley
in a large mixing bowl.

Add in ground beef and mix gently until combined. Do not overwork. Form into 1-inch
balls and place on prepared cookie sheet.
Bake in preheated oven for 15-20 minutes, or until meatballs are browned and cooked
through.

Nursery Natter!
Greetings Families! A very warm welcome to our new families.
The last couple of months has been very busy getting to know
our babies and getting to know their interests. Transitions are
going well, and babies are settling in smoothly. The children are
loving the outdoor experiences, playing musical instruments
and working hard on building their gross motor skills. We are
beginning to build a strong sense of belonging as babies have
been observed initiating conversations with their other class
room children.

During meal times, they are beginning to touch each other’s hands and making noises as
they smile, and others are offering their food to one another. It is a joy to observe and witness the babies, even at their age socialise and enjoy humor and happiness. We are excited
to meet more additions to our family tree in our Nursery room.
We encourage families wherever possible to be involved in their child’s program. There are
many ways for families to be involved. We do understand that many of us don’t have spare
time in our busy lives, however any contribution no matter how big or small is much appreciated. Ways that you can contribute are; morning/afternoon conversations about what
your child enjoyed on the weekend or any interests of toys and activities; you can leave
notes and or comments in the book on the top of the lockers next to the sign in sheet. You
can comment in the program on Storypark, leave family moments on notes.
Any information gathered about your child is used to support their development and linking
home activities with care, to support smooth transitions and a sense of security.
This term we will focus on developing children’s growing milestones and introducing more
sensory experiences such as painting, play-dough and varieties of sensory materials.

Miss Concy

Miss Moutushi

Senior Nursery Tales!
Hi families,
I would like to welcome Miss Kasia and Miss Suhki into the Senior Nursery room.
They have been spending a lot of quality time engaging with the children to get to
know everyone. Our children are settling well with the new educators in the room.
I'm sure they are going to build their bonds with each of them very soon.
During the past few weeks, we focused on supporting our new children and
creating a smooth transition into the room, it's wonderful to see they're
settling well in the room. Some of the children have already achieved their
first goals of the term, some of them are on wonderful progress working
toward their goals, we will continue supporting them to achieve their individual goals throughout the next few months.
We have also been busy exploring different textures through a variety of sensory experiences: peek a
boo sensory board, textured walking board, play dough, cloud dough, foam dough, goop, slime, hot
and cold exploration, wet sand and dry sand, coloured salt, coloured ice cube painting, coloured rice
mixing, shaving cream painting and sand painting.
Lately, we have set up a Nursery play area for the children to explore as some of them are going to be
a big sister or a big brother very soon. We have been talking a lot about ways to support them developing their understanding of their new roles through play experiences and stories.
We have been introduced acknowledgement to country to the children through learning the action songs from the Torres Strait Islands: "Taba Naba" and "Inanay" as we
show our respect to the original owners of our land by saying "we thank you for our
strength and the land that we share".

Over the next few weeks, we will continue supporting our children
to reach their goals for the term and encourage our children to build relationships
with their new educators. We are going to start a project in exploring sea animals
as the children display an interest about it since we talked about protecting the
ocean on sustainability program during the February.
Love,
Vicky,
Abigail,
Kasia &
Sukhi

Miss Kasia

Miss Vicky

Miss Abigail

Miss Sukhi

Toddler Time!
Over the past few weeks we have been getting to know your child’s interests and developmental needs and building trusting relationships with them. We have also been exploring the diverse cultures that make up our classroom, we have been doing this by reading
the all about me sheets that we have sent home with each child. Over the coming weeks,
we will be introducing greetings from each individual culture within the room.
We have welcomed some new faces into our classroom over the past few weeks. I would
like to welcome, Sophie, Ava and Leo, who have just recently joined our little community.
We have given the children time to explore their new surroundings through engaging in play as well as
conversations with each child, as we build a trusting, secure and respectful relationship.
Sensory exploration is vital at this developmental stage of our Toddler children,
therefore we have been engaging in lots of sensory-messy play opportunities. This
has been scaffolding the children’s awareness of different textures and extended
their literacy and language development.
Gardening: We have started a gardening project with the children, we have been
planting some vegetables in our new garden beds, so far we have pumpkin, corn
and zucchini and soon we will add beans and snow peas. This promotes sustainable practices to the children, nurturing our plants and hopefully being able to eat
them. We also have a worm farm and compost bin, embedding ways to be more
sustainable in the future.
Our Move and groove programme's focus of this month has been to enhance the children's over arm
and under arm throwing skills. We have predominantly done this through ball skills.
Over the next few weeks, we will be engaging in activities to fine tune children’s small muscle development in their hands. This is an essential element of your child’s development for developing their
pencil grip and learning to write, picking up small objects and eye coordination for tracking objects. We
will do this through peg boards, puzzles and art experiences.
An important module for children’s language development and awareness is Auslan. This has been
introduced to our daily programming and practice. Each week focusing on new words for objects that
the children are interested in, that come up in daily conversations. For example; helicopter, plane, ball,
hungry and thirsty. This is a great opportunity for all of us to gain this knowledge, we have just began
to learn signs for different emotions as well, which we are eager to implement.
We will be encouraging children to develop some self-help skills, by caring for their belongings, putting
away their drink bottles as this is a great way to develop confidence and independence.

Miss Di

Miss Lauren

Miss Sukhi

Junior Kindy column!
Acknowledgement is embedded in the practice: - Children are involved in acknowledgment to country each day and pay respect to the original owners of
our land. We do this through song, and have implements it by singing two indigenous songs; Innay and Taba-Naba. We then acknowledge the land by raising
our hands and stomping our feet; “We thank you for our strength and the land
that we share”. By actively participating in our acknowledgement, the children
are paying respect to the original custodians.
It has been an amazing couple of months in junior kindy room. The children are
displaying a sense of safety and security within the room, and are building strong connections with
our educators.
As term one progresses, we have the children’s individual goals according to each child’s individual
needs. We are working towards them to achieve each goal throughout the term. The children are
engaging in several different project topics; such as learning about Ocean life and what lives in our
ocean, the lifecycle of a butterfly.
Our sustainability module has been; protecting our oceans, and what we can do to create a safer
ocean for our sea life. The children have participated in small world play, collecting the rubbish from
our waterways to save our sea creatures.
Our move and groove module has been to focus on the children’s over arm and under arm throwing.
This has been achieved through throwing and catch balls, as well as practicing our throwing at stationary objects.
Through observing the children’s interests, we have begun exploring musical instruments and have
created own musical shakers by using rice and tiny recycled containers. The Children have confidently explored and engaged in social and physical play.

Children are learning Auslan, language by participating in different action
songs at meal time “I would like to eat” and learning Auslan Alphabet and
greetings. Children are focusing and acquiring more information about
Auslan and developing language abilities as well the capability in intervening in language through learning the basic Auslan. culture through sharing
the colours with each other.

Junior Kindy column!
Music is Life has been a topic in which we have explored different music from different cultures. The
Children are exploring diversity of culture and traditions by listening to different countries music and
instruments. We have celebrated Chinese New Year and Waitangi day as a service, where we have
planned and implemented cultural experiences within the classroom.
We are incredibly eager to see where the next couple of months take us on our learning journey!

Miss Kristel

Miss Savita

Mr Peter

Miss Luana

Senior Kindy catch up!
What an exciting few months we have had in the Senior Kindy room, with all of our
new friends. Most of the children have settled really well in the Senior Kindy room
and are making attachments to the educators and new peers. We wish to welcome
Mr Matt into the Senior kindy room and say a big thank you to Miss Kasia and Miss
Sukhi for all the fun we have had with you both over the past few months, you will
both be missed, please make sure you come and visit us from time to time. We wish
you all of the best in Senior Nursery!
As you may have noticed from our program we have been focusing on emotions
recently, trying to help the children build an understanding of the different emotions and find ways in which they can deal with these emotions in a manner that
works for them. We have also been talking about how different things we say
and do can not only impact on our own emotions but those of others also. Whilst
also focusing on table manners. The children are doing really well with this and
is will be an ongoing practice in the room , we are hoping to encourage this further by adding some additional “props” to our meal tables to go alongside our
placemat, maybe some flower centerpieces to make meal times even more special.
Our journey around the Senior Kindy world has been very exciting, so far we have
visited Australia, New Zealand, India, France and currently we are in Africa – it has
been fun to hear all the stories the children have been teaching their families about
the different countries, so please make sure you keep us updated about the “News”
they are telling you. And a big thank you to all the families who have been bringing
in special books, photos and other artefacts from the different countries. A special
thank you to both Georgia’s mummy Marie – who came in and read us some stories
in French, as well as teaching us how to count, names of colours and also left some
special books here for the children to enjoy throughout the week. And also to Annabelle (Eli’s mummy) who brought us some traditional costumes, books, a necklace and also a belt
from Africa. We will continue visiting the different countries from our community each week until we
have covered all the heritages of our room , and then we will redo them to build on the children’s
knowledge and understanding.
Over the coming weeks we will be doing a big focus on Sustainability for the month of March, building gardens, finding ways in which to use our recycled items and prompting the children to be more
aware of our impact on the environment – if you have any ideas you would like to share with us –
please do not hesitate to come and see us.
If you have any area or ideas which you feel the
children would like to learn about or that you feel is
important for the children to learn – please do not
hesitate to come and contact us.

Miss Leighanne

Mr Matt

Kindergarten Program!
Firstly, we would like to welcome Miss Rupa who has joined
our Kindergarten program. Miss Rupa comes from a secondary teaching background. She has been an Early childhood
teacher for the last 12 years in New Zealand, and has recently made the move to Australia. Miss Rupa believes that children learn best through play and quality interactions, being
mindful to be respectful and let children lead their learning.
Input by parents and guardians is valuable as this supports
the learning to continue though partnership and a good relationship between home and kindergarten. Miss Rupa is eager
to support the children alongside Miss Jenny in this crucial
year, as the children prepare for school.
There are lot of fantastic things happening in our kindergarten
programme, over the last few months. To begin with, Miss Jenny feels privileged to share and celebrate Chinese New Year
with children, as this is a festival that Miss Jenny grew up with
in Taiwan. We have looked explored the story of Nian; According to Chinese mythology, Nian is a beast that lives under the sea or in the
mountains. The character Nian more usually means "year" or "new year". To celebrate, we also held our own dragon dance, with the children participating in creating
music for the dragon to dance to.
Our Sustainability program has also been another large focus within the room. Our
topic for February has been “Protecting our oceans.” During our learning on this
topic, we have discussed the impacts of human activity and what we can do more of
to protect our oceans, and in turn our sea life. We did this by sharing photos of rubbish left in the ocean and how it will affect our sea animals, as well as ways to
avoid this. To further extend our learning of the sustainability program, we are revisiting recycle, reduce and reuse for our environment.
Some of the children have displayed an interest in the natural environment around
kindergarten, so we are working on setting a nature and science area within the
classroom, where we will share our experiences and items that we have collected
with our families over the weekend. We would be eager to have photos of children
from their home life, exploring nature. This can be done through sharing in picnic,
camping, visiting the beach, park, nature walks etc. If you do share in any of these
activities, we would love to see your pictures from these. We will then use these in
our learning pod, that we are creating. Thank you to all of our families, who have
bought in sticks, leaves and natural materials that they have recently found on bush
walks.

Kindergarten Program!
Basic science is also encouraged and focused on, where the children are learning
about mixing primary colours to create new colours. We have also created an environment for dinosaurs, learning about sea animals and planting seeds.
As we are still enjoying the warm weather, a variety of sensory play experiences are
setup and encouraged. Through sensory play, children are exploring different textures, learn new words and become creative and use their imagination.
We look forward to seeing where the next few months take us, on our learning adventure! If you do have any questions, please do not hesitate to see us at any time.

Miss Rupa

Miss Jenny

Sustainability Program!
What a great start to the new year we have had – with lots of learning in our Sustainability program , For the first month of the year we learnt all about recycling, focusing on the children learning how to recycle properly, which items can be recycled
and what happens to our recycling. This helps the children to understand the importance of recycling and the impact this has on our environment and daily living.
With this module we learnt how to recognise the recycle symbol, which items go in
which bin, other ways in which we can reuse items instead of them ending up in
landfill. We spent much time exploring our recycled items and making them into
instruments, airplanes, castles – to name a few. The children enjoyed experimenting
and exploring with our recycled items – and those items are used on a daily basis
within the service in the children’s play.
Following on from this when we realised that lots of that rubbish ends up in the waterways and rivers – we focused on this
over the month of February. This gave the children the opportunity to learn ways in which we can help reduce the pollution
and rubbish that is currently in our waterways and also ways in
which it impacts on the marine life. The children are very
compassionate as they learn the impact that this has on the marine life and the importance of trying to make a different and
reduce the pollution and waste that is in our waterways.
Over the coming month - we will be doing a “what is Sustainability” module –
whereby the children will learn that Sustainability is not just about saving water or
placing their rubbish in the correct place – but also look at areas such as Air pollution, The importance of turning off appliances when not in use, using reusable items
such as straws, drink bottles, containers, etc and also we will be doing lots of planting seedlings for our vegie garden here at Little Ducks
If you have any ideas you would like for us to incorporate into our programs – please
do not hesitate to come and see us

Miss Leighanne

Move & Groove Program!
What a fun start to the year we have had here at Little Ducks! We have started off our Move
and groove program with Overarm Throwing. With each of our Fundamental skills, we start
off by showing the children the correct technique required perform this skill properly and
safely. Fundamental movement skills assist children to control their bodies, manipulate their
environment and form more complex skills and movement patterns for many recreational and
daily tasks. The objective of this activity is to assist the children in developing stronger shoulder muscles, eye hand coordination skills and gain an understanding of larger movements
(rather than just a back and forth arm motion).
All of the activities performed by each of the rooms were catered
for the child’s development level – from tapping balloons, knocking
down targets, throwing paper aeroplanes and slam dunk with bean
bags. We will redo this skill again later in the month.
Last month we focused on Jumping, which included lilypad jumping, jumping from an obstacle, challenging ourself by jumping a
longer distance and after watching the Maasai Jumping contest from
Kenya whilst we were learning about Africa, we tried to see if we
could jump as high as the Maasai men and women.
With the younger groups, we have introduced another Move and
Groove program catered just for them. and this month we had a
textured craw activity for them. This encourages them to explore
different surfaces and assists in their sensory development.
Over the next month we will be doing Up and down obstacle for the Babies and Toddler, this
will be working on their understanding of the concepts of up and down, whilst they practice
their gross motor skills of stepping up and down.
The older children will be doing underarm rolling, which will include games like bowling,
rolling objects through surfaces like tunnels, rolling objects up and down obstacles to name a
few.
If you have any questions about any of these programs please do
not hesitate to come and see me.

Miss Leighanne

