
 

Little Ducks Childcare Annerley 
 

January / February 2020  

Dear families,  
I would firstly like to welcome all of our new families to our Little Ducks Annerley community! We are 
incredibly excited to have you join us. I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and a safe new year. 
Welcome back to all of our existing families, we are eager to see the growth and developmental mile-
stones the children will reach over the coming months. 
 
We have some incredibly exciting news to share! From the beginning of this year, we will be supplying 
meals. Yummies for Little Tummies, have jumped on board to supply wholesome, nutritious meals for 
the children. One of the main things I love about Yummies for Little Tummies, is that the use locally 
sourced products. supporting our local community is something that we hold very close to our hearts, 
here at Little Ducks.  
 
Throughout the year, we will continue our monthly visits with Tri-Care Annerley. Building close rela-
tionships with generations is proven to have beneficial effects for both generations. 
 
Our goals for the coming months, are to build reciprocal, respectful relationships with all of our chil-
dren, both existing and new families. The educators will work on building these relationships with the 
children through communication with their families, and getting to know each child individually.  All 
educators will work on setting their term 1 goal, in collaboration with each family, and will work to 

achieve this over the coming term. This will then be documented and 
shared with the family.  
 
We will continue to develop and achieve our set goals for our reconciliation 
action plan. Together as a team, we reflected at the end of last year on our 
daily acknowledgement. As a team, along with the children we developed a 
revised acknowledgement. Including Taba Naba and Inanay. These songs 
are now embedded in our acknowledgement, with each of the children 
singing the words and completing the actions along with the educators. We 
will be working with the children who have recently joined the service to 
assist them with this acknowledgment.  
Kind Regards, Erin Evans. 
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Upcoming Events! 
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 Wednesday 1st  - New Year's Day 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
  
Thursday 2nd  – First day at Little 

Ducks for 2020 
Welcome back everyone! 
  

 
  
  
Monday 27th - Australia Day  

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
  
  
Monday 27th – Chinese New Years 
Celebrate the Year of the Rat with 

us by learning about Chinese cul-

ture. 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 

Thursday 6th – Waitangi Day 

A New Zealand holiday that com-

memorates the signing of the Treaty 

of Waitangi (Tiriti o Waitangi). Our 

classes use this occasion to develop 

our own treaties for the year setting 

expectations of how we will work 

with each other.  

 

 

Wednesday 12th – Welcome Net-

working Night and Kindergarten Pro-

gram Curriculum Evening. 

Come along for our wine and 

cheese networking night to meet 

your new room teachers and learn 

about the programs for 2020 from 

5:30pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Easy Art! - Musical Shakers 

 

Centre Birthdays! 

 
 
A big two months of birthdays coming up! 
 
Fergus, Eva, Ari, Ruhaan, Ari.M, Harriet S, Liam, Anastasia, Sienna, Evie M, 
Joshua, Daniel, Kaitlin, Grace, Nina, Esther, Helenka, Henry, Lucy, Evie.H, 
Emily, Indiora, Prisha, Andie, Archibald, Zander, Zeke, Marcello, Lorcan, 
Isla, Camille, Armaan & Maclyn.  

We value your input and feed-
back so please refer to the 
Policy Review Folder in the 
foyer for more information or 
to provide any comments or 
suggestions. The   
policies/procedures in review 
during January and February 
are: 

 
 

 Dress Code Policy  

Centre Presentation 

Policy 

 Death of a Child Poli-

cy 

 Privacy and Confi-

dentiality Policy 

 Staffing and Supervi-

sion Policy 

 Transitioning Children 

Between Environments 

Policy 

 Physical Environment 

(Workplace Safety, 

Learning and Admin-

istration ) Policy) 

 

Policy Reviews 

 Gather your materials. Grab some paint, a paintbrush, a toilet paper or paper towel roll, 
some pasta or rice for inside and some packing, duct or masking tape. * If you are doing this 
with older children you can use fabric, or plastic wrap for the ends and secure it with elastics 
instead of the tape. 

 Paint your roll! 

 Let the roll dry completely.  

 Cover one end with tape.  

 Go across the opening first one way, then the other , then around the tube.  

 Pop the pasta in the tube, don’t worry if some sticks to the tape. 

 Repeat the tape on the other end, and make some music! 
 



Rice Paper Rolls 

 

 

 

Method:  
 

 50g rice vermicelli noodles 
 
 1 carrot, peeled 
 
 1 avocado, peeled and destoned 

 ¼ cucumber 

 8 rice paper wraps 

 8 king prawns, peeled and cooked 

 8 mint leaves 

 ½ cooked chicken breast, shredded 

 sweet chilli sauce, to serve 

Put the noodles in a pan of water and bring to the boil, simmer for 3 mins, 
then cool under running water. Drain thoroughly. 
 
Cut the carrot into matchsticks using a knife or a mandoline. Cut the avocado 
into strips and the cucumber into thin sticks. Soak 2 of the rice paper wraps in 
cold water for 1-2 mins until floppy. 
 
Lift 1 sheet of rice paper out of the water, shake gently, then lay it carefully on 
a board. Place 2 prawns in the centre, with a mint leaf between them. Add a 
strip of avocado, pile some noodles on top, then add a layer of carrot and cu-
cumber. Fold the bottom half of the rice paper over, then fold the sides in and 
tightly roll it up. Repeat using the second wrapper and soak 2 more to make 2 
more rolls. 
 
Make the rest of the rolls up using the remaining 4 wraps 
and the shredded chicken instead of prawns. Serve the 
rolls with the sweet chilli sauce for dipping. 

 



 

Nursery Natter! 
 Happy New Year 2020 and a warm welcome to our Nursery room to all our 
new and existing families. I hope you enjoy every bit of your much deserving 
holiday. In the nursery room, we have Miss Concy as the Lead Educator and 
Miss Moutushi (Tushi) as the Educator. This will be Miss Concy’s third year in 
the Nursery room and her fourth year with Little Ducks. Miss Tushi has been 
with Little Ducks for 2.5 years and this will be her second year in the Nursery 
Room. Both of our Educators will provide the babies with motherly love and 
warmth. Miss Concy has her Diploma in Children Services and education, Miss Tushi holds her Certifi-
cate III in Children Services also currently studying her Diploma. Your child will benefit from the 
knowledge and experienced services that both educators will provide.  
The Nursery room provides a very flexible routine to meet each individual child's needs, wants and 
development level. 

Some important information; 
For your child’s sheets, there will be a shelf in the cot room and you can drop the sheet over there 
with a sheet bag that is labeled with your little one's name. It will be appreciated if you make your 
child’s cot at drop off. Making the bed can leave the child’s sheet with the sense of their parents for 
comfort and security. The cots will most often have each child’s name on it for that day.  
Another important thing to remember is labeling your child’s belongings as it helps us return each 
child’s belongings to the rightful owner. It will be great if all the containers including the lids are also 
labeled.  

We will provide children’s daily chart of eating and sleeping at the end of the day. You will find it next 
to the sign-in sheet or on the educator's table. You will get the chance to see how your child going 
with their food, sleep, and bottle. You can also leave a note for the educators.  

The program will be on top of the locker next to the sign-in /out sheets. We will appreciate your input 
on your child’s interest and more. The parent information book will be in the pocket on the wall right 
in front of the white basket. If you want to share any information or routine about your child and we 
happen to be busy or away, please write down in the parent information book.  

 
We focus and program for each child individually. We observe each child, notice their actions and 
strength and the challenges they are ready for. Then we set up appropriate goals for the child to 
achieve and work as a team to fulfill it. 

We are very excited to share this journey with you and building a relationship of love care and securi-
ty with your little ones. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Miss Concy Miss Moutushi 



 

Senior Nursery Tales! 
Happy New Year dear families and welcome to senior nursery room class of 2020! I 

hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break. 

Firstly, we would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves and tell you a bit 

about our Senior Nursery room. Our room is consisting of 12 children with 3 educators 

in this room. Miss Cathy and Miss Vicky are our lead educators and Miss Abigail is our 

educator. 

Miss Cathy has had over 30 years experience in the child care industry 

and has been an Assistant through to a Centre Director. She is now back to her first 

love of 15mth to 2yrs age group. This is coming up to her 4th month at Little Ducks 

now and she is enjoying every minute. She can’t wait to get to know the children and 

families, and have a great time learning together. 

This is coming up to Miss Vicky’s fifth year here at little Ducks. Miss Vicky has complet-

ed her Diploma in Early childhood Education and Care, and has worked in the Toddler room for past 

four years. Miss Vicky has a passion for working with the younger age group, she likes spending time to 

enjoy music and movement with the children. 

Miss Abigail was one of our support educators in our centre, some of you may remember her from 

seeing her around the centre last year. She is very excited to be apart of the senior nursery family this 

year. She is currently Certificate III qualified in Early Childhood Education and care and studying to-

wards her Diploma. She can’t wait to get to know all the children and families, and have an exciting 

year together. 

The next few weeks we will be focusing on getting to know our children, their interests and supporting 

them to all to have a smooth transition into their new environment. We will set up fun learning oppor-

tunities for children to engage in experiences and activities within the room to extend on children’s 

interests and learning. Through the year, our goal will be to build a strong, respectful and trusting rela-

tionship with the children as well as the families. 

We understand it is not easy for both the parents and the children to go 

through the transition period of drop off, so you’re more than welcome to 

call us anytime to find out how your little one is doing, as we want you to 

feel comfortable in leaving your child with us. We are here to support you 

and your child in any way that we can, please feel free to come and see us if 

you have any concerns or questions. So we can work closely together to 

ensure that we can provide the best possible care and support for you and your child a smooth transi-

tion process into child care. 

 

We are very excited to be able to 

share in your children’s journey of 

2020, and look forward to spend-

ing our year having fun in explor-

ing and learning together! 

 

 

   

Miss Cathy Miss Abigail Miss Vicky 



 

Toddler time! 
We thank the Jagara people for the use of the land on which we play and learn each day! 
Happy New Year and welcome to the first newsletter for 2020. A very warm welcome to all 
our new families in the Toddie room and I hope that the transition is a smooth process for 
your child and of-course YOU. I would also like to welcome back, Elinor and Johannes, they 
are going to spend more time in our Toddie room before they take the next step on their 
journey. 
 
I would like to introduce myself and tell you a little bit about myself, my 
name is Diane, better known as Miss Di, I am a mum of five grown up chil-
dren and I have 2 grandsons. I have been working at Little Ducks for over 
13 years and before that I was a Teacher Aide.  
 
This is Miss Lauren’s and Miss Sukhi’s second year employed at Little Ducks 
and both hold their Diplomas. Miss Sukhi, also has the experience of being a mum and she 
will be in the room on Wednesdays, as I have Wednesdays off.  
 
Our aim is to support your child to became confident within their abilities 
and strengths, as they travel on their fun play- based learning journey and 
explore new experiences and exciting new, challenging opportunities. 
 
Our Educators are always available for a chat if you have any concerns or 
you feel there is any issue you feel we need to be aware of. 
 
Over the first few weeks we will be spending time getting to know your 
child and developing secure relationships with them, enhancing their confi-
dence and feelings of belonging to their new room. 
 
We are very excited to be able to share your child’s journey this year and 
look forward to spending our year, exploring, learning and growing togeth-
er. 

 
Until next time,  
Diane, Lauren and Sukhi 
 

 

 
 

 

Miss Lauren Miss Di Miss Sukhi  



 

Junior Kindy column! 
 Welcome to all the new families and to all our existing families that have 

continued with us for another year here at little ducks. 
Your educators for 2020 will be as follows; 
 Lead Educators – Miss Savita & Miss Kristel  
Supporting Educators – Mr Peter & Miss Luana  
 
 
Miss Savita has been in the Junior Kindy room for 4 years now and em-

ployed with Little Ducks for the past 7 years. Miss Kristel has been in the Junior Kindy room 
for the past 3 years. Miss Luana and Mr Peter are transitioning up from the younger rooms 
to ensure that the children will have familiar faces to make their transition to Junior Kindy 
smother. 
 
Over the coming month we will be getting to know your child, helping them transition 
smoothly. As educators we will be getting to know each child’s individual interests. We do 
this via parent input and spending one on one time with each child. This will also encourage 
the children to form strong relationships with their educators and their peers within the 
room.  
 
We will provide the children with open ended activities for everyone to enjoy. They will be 
challenged to engage in activities that will open their eyes to new opportunities and excite-
ment. We will extend on these interests and document all learning via story park and class-
room displays.  
 
Please feel free to comment on the weekly program via story park, we 
love to hear how the children have expressed their excitement to their 
parents about their day and what they have learnt from their experi-
ences. 
We are incredibly eager to see where the next twelve months take us 
and the children! Please feel free to come and see us at any time. 
 

 Miss Luana Mr Peter Miss Kristel Miss Savita 



Welcome to Senior Kindy for 2020, we are so excited to be sharing this year with 
you and your family and look forward to getting to know you, your child and your 
family over the coming year.  As you know your educators this year are Miss 
Leighanne ( Monday to Friday) , Miss Kasia ( Monday to Wednesday ) and Miss Su-
khi ( Thursday and Friday ).   
 
As the year starts there are a few details that we would like to share with you: 
Rest time, as you may be aware when the children reach 3 they often loose the 
need for their midday sleep. In the Senior Kindy room, we have a 20 minute quiet 
time for the children to relax at the beginning of rest time (12-2) and those children 
who do not wish to sleep get to engage in activities both indoor and outdoor.  Often 
we make it 1 hour inside and 1 outside so it is fair for all children however, this is 
totally child’s choice. If they want to stay inside they may but 
we do understand that at the start of the year some families 
may want their child to have a “sleep” – and with that we 
will try our best. However,  if after 30 minutes on a mat we 
feel the child will not go to sleep so we will be letting the 
children up to engage in quiet activities. 
 
With the introduction of our meal program; Yummies for 
Little Tummy’s, some children are still providing their own 
meals, so containers will be provided for lunch boxes to be 
placed at the beginning of the day.  We do ask that all children bring in a drink 
bottle daily, to be taken home each day for cleaning and refilling in preparation for 
the next day.  This is for the children’s health and safety, so it is important that you 
are taking drink bottles home each day. 
 
Many of the children are already toilet trained – so we ask if your child is still in nap-
pies, please leave these in their bags daily and we will re-
move them at each nappy change.  All Meal, sleep and toi-
leting routines records will be placed near sign in sheets dai-
ly for you to view on collection of your child.  If you have any 
questions about this, please do not hesitate to come and see 
us. 
 
 

 

Senior Kindy catch up! 



In the Senior Kindy room, we focus largely on an indoor/outdoor routine, which 
means for much of the day the children have activities provided both inside or out-
side and the children choose where they wish to play.  There are short periods of 
time whereby we encourage all the children to be inside eg. Meal times, quiet times  
and group intentional teaching sessions, but for much of the day the children 
choose their own play areas. If you wish to discuss this further do not hesitate to 
come and see us. 
 

Over this year we will be doing an Exploring our Senior Kindy community, whereby 
we will be focusing on different heritage countries of our families.  We would love 
you assistance in this, we will be providing a calendar so you see when we will be 
focusing on the different countries and ask if you have any books, music, etc, and 
are able to help us we would love your input.  We would love to encourage you to 
come into the centre and share your culture with our group.  We will be talking to 
individual families about this further over the coming weeks.  
We ask in the Senior kindy room for children not to bring in toys from home, as 
these will often become lost or cause upset within the group as other children wish 
to play with them.  
 
There is a communication book located beside the sign in books – could you please 
write any messages for the educators – so we can ensure that communication is 
definitely passed on to the eduators of the room. 
 

We look forward to a wonderful year and if you have any questions – please do not 

hesitate to contact us….thank you  Miss Leighanne, Miss Kasia, Miss Sukhi 

 

Senior Kindy catch up! 

Miss Leighanne Miss Kasia Miss Sukhi 



Hello to all returning and new parents and welcome to the all of the new and existing fami-
lies. We look forward to guiding the development of these new wonderful minds and having 
you all involved. The move to a new room is always a big change and we will endeavor to 
make it as easy as possible for everyone involved. 
 
To get started we will be focusing on getting to know each other, the educators and our 
new room through group times and exploratory play. There are a lot of exiting resources for 
them to use and explore and we will give them the freedom to try new things as they 
please. During group times we will be introducing them to the routine and doing a lot of 
naming songs as a way of getting to know each other as well as group based games to get 
the children cooperating and collaborating together. 
 
We will also begin to strengthen their sense of independence and autonomy by involving 
them in the room routine. We will have drink bottles at their level so they can get them 
whenever they need and also ask them to hand them out during meal times. We will contin-
ue to encourage them in feeding themselves and helping them in grasping techniques and 
control. We will also ask them to help in packing up the toys after activity times. 
 
Throughout the year, we will continue our weekly Wednesday French lessons, with Miss 
Corrinne, from play frog. This will commence once school returns. You will be able to see 
the children’s learning through the Playfrog room displays within the classroom. 
 
We will also be continuing on our weekly indigenous games, with Nabei Indigenous games. 
This aligns with our centre philosophy and our service reconciliation action plan. We will be 
transferring the knowledge we learn from these games, to our weekly planning.  
 
You will see that our Programme and framework is slightly different, as we follow the 
Queensland kindergarten guidelines. You will see the progression of our learning and reach-
ing the developmental milestones, in accordance with the guidelines through our Storypark 
weekly programme and individual learning documentation. 
 
We always will be open to any feedback on either the programme or the daily routine. 
Please come and see either of us at any time. 
 
We look forward to reaching the milestones 
and preparing them for school over the com-
ing months! 

 

Kindergarten Program! 

Mr Matt Miss Jenny 



Sustainability has been an important focus here at Little Ducks and we are so very proud of 
the commitment, knowledge and dedication our children are sharing with their families, 
friends and the community.   
I recently read a document from Cool Australia – which I would like to share some of the key 
points with you all – so you understand the importance of what we are teaching your chil-
dren with our program. 
 
Lessons that last a lifetime. 
What is more important than ensuring quality of life for this and future generations?  Teach-
ing young people about Sustainability has never been more important.  It develops the 
knowledge, values and world views required to make certain that there’s enough for every-
one, forever 
It’s different to other learning areas as it focuses on protecting natural environments and 
creating an ecologically and socially just world through informed action.  Sustainability cur-
riculum develops the following capabilities, skills and knowledge for 21st Century learners: 
 Critical thinking, reflection, evaluation and positive values 
 Optimism, hope and resilience 
 Connection to nature 
 Opportunity to act in a way that contribute to a prosperous, sustainable and socially 

just society 
 
With this in mind, we will be continuing to implement our “Sustainability Leader” program 
over the coming year, enabling all of our students to have the opportunity to wear our Spe-
cial “Sustainability Leader” uniform and share with myself and the other educators in teach-
ing their peers about the importance of sustainability, and what we can do to help make our 
world cleaner, greener and more Sustainable.  At the completion of each week, the children 
who are the current week’s leaders will be given a certificate in recognition of the valuable 
job they did in helping others gain more understanding of what we can do to promote and 
the knowledge they shared. 
Our first module for 2020 is about Recycling, what we can and cannot recycle, how we can 
reduce waste within our environment, what recycled items can be 
used for and of cause the effect on this waste within our environ-
ment . 
Each month the module of what we are focusing on will be sent to 
you all on a community Storypark post – so please take a look so you 
understand what the children are talking about. 
If there are any areas which you would like us to focus on in our pro-
gram – please do not hesitate to come and see myself or your child’s 
educators and we will incorporate those ideas into our program also.  
Also any feedback which you would like to give – please come see 
myself, email the centre or send a message through Storypark – as 
your input is valuable and important to us. 

Sustainability  Program! 

Miss Leighanne 



 

Move & Groove Program! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to share our Move and Groove program with you once again this 

year.  Each month we will be working on a different Fundamental Movement 

Skills with your children, which are very important to a child’s physical develop-

ment.  When confident and competent in these skills, children can develop sport-

specific and complex movement skills.  Most importantly with a firm grasp of the 

fundamental movement skills, a child may enjoy a long life of physical activity.  

These skills also promote and maximize the health and well being of the young.   

There are 12 fundamental Movement skills that we will be working with the chil-

dren over the coming year. These include -  Balancing, Running, Jumping, Catch-

ing, hopping, Throwing, Galloping, Skipping, leaping and kicking. Each month we 

will be working on a different skill with the children, using intentional teaching to 

ensure all the children have the opportunity to learn how to perform these skills 

properly.   

Our first focus this year is Overhead Throwing.  Our aim is to teach the children 

how to throw objects with proper skill through a variety of different and fun 

learning experiences.  Throwing is fundamental to a multitude of sports and ac-

tivities.  If children can throw reasonably well, they can participate in everything 

from Frisbee and football to baseball to bocce.  Like most skills – throwing is not 

something that children are simply born good at.  They have to learn, and play 

that provides plenty of repetitions is the best teacher, along with some instruc-

tion in basic techniques, which we will teach them through our movement sessions 

with each group. 

Each month our Move and Groove program for the month will be posted on Story-

park (in a community post) so you are aware of what skill 

we will be focusing on – so you can also work with your 

children at home also. 

If there are any skill that you would like us to work on 

specifically or if you require any information about the 

program, please do not hesitate to come see me  or alter-

natively email the centre, or send me a message on Story-

park.  Your input and feedback is important to us – as we 

work together on these important skills with your child. 
 

 

 
Miss Leighanne 


