
 

Little Ducks Childcare Annerley 
 

November / December 2019  

Over the past two months we have been busy securing our remaining positions for 
our 2020 enrolments. This has kept us rather busy, as we have been welcoming new 
families throughout our service, showcasing what Little Ducks Annerley has to offer 
our community. The remaining positions are filling fast, so please make contact if you 
are eager to secure a position. 
We have continued on with fostering our relationship within the community and 
spending the first Monday of each month sharing experiences with the Tarragindi 
playgroup. Miss Leighanne volunteers her time in sharing some of the educational 
experiences that the children within our service have explored. We have enjoyed 
building this repour within the community and look forward to continuing this through-
out 2020.  
October saw us celebrate the Hindu festival of lights-Diwali. We have such a rich di-
versity of culture within our Little Ducks staff community which we incorporate into our 
Programme and practice. For this celebration, our educators dressed in traditional 
saris, and shared stories of the celebration, expressing how it is traditional celebrated 
in India, through music, dance and food. We thank our educators for sharing this cel-
ebration with us! 
Term 4 will see us delve into the unpacking of Quality area 5– Relationships with chil-
dren. We will be focussing on how we are exceeding this area, in accordance with 
our Quality Improvement plan. Through this process, us as educators explore the ex-

ceeding aspects of this element, as well as uncovering any areas 
of improvement as a service.  
We also have some incredibly exciting celebrations coming up in 
late November and early December. We will be saying goodbye to 
our wonderful Kindergarten children, as they head off to big 
school! The preperations and practice for their graduation ceremo-
ny are well under way.  
Our children’s Christmas party was a mammoth success last year, 
and we are hard at work to plan another night to remember! 
Until next time, Erin Evans  
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Upcoming Events! 

November December 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thursday 7th - Outdoor Classroom 

Day  

Make sure you’ve slip, slopped 

and slapped ready for a big day 

of outdoor play today.  

 

 

Tuesday 5th – Melbourne Cup The 

day that stops the Nation. Wear 

your best fascinator, hat or head-

band to participate in our own 

version of fashion on the field.  

Monday 11th – Friday 15th – Na-

tional Recycling Week  

We will focus on the environmen-

tal benefits of recycling.  

 

 

Monday 11th - Remembrance 

Day  

We will be making Poppy’s in re-

membrance of the diggers that 

gave their lives for our country 

and paying our respects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 28th – Kindergarten 

Graduation  

Celebrating our children that are 

transitioning to school next year.  

 

 

 

 

  
  
  

     
  
  

 
Tuesday 3rd - International Day of 

Disabled Persons We will be promot-

ing an understanding of people with 

a disability. To develop an under-

standing of inclusiveness.  

 

 

Friday 6th – Christmas Celebration  

Come along and celebrate Christ-

mas and the end of the year with all 

the Little Ducks community from 

4:30pm  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

24th December 2019 - 1st January 

2020 – Little Ducks Closed  

 

 

 

 

 



Easy Art!- Poppy Prints 

 

Centre Birthdays! 

 
 

 
Peggy, Camilla, Ang, Hineni, Lucy, Alessa, Oscar, Ry-

der, Sadie, Mia.Q, Jonah, Milana, Teone, Illya, Oli-

ver, Otis, Alejandra, Abel, Aya, David, Hannah, Lia, 

Oliver, Jonnahes and Jack.  

We value your input and feed-
back so please refer to the 
Policy Review Folder in the 
foyer for more information or 
to provide any comments or 
suggestions. The   
policies/procedures in review 
during Sept/Oct are: 
 

 
 

 DISCRIMINATION, HAR-

ASSMENT, BULLYING 

AND OCCUPATIONAL 

VIOLENCE POLICY 

 Medication Policy  

 Medical Conditions Policy  

 FOOD, NUTRITION & 

BEVERAGE POLICY 

 

 SLEEP, REST, RELAXATION 

& CLOTHING  POLICY 

 HOLIDAY DISCOUNT POLI-

CY 

 

 

Policy Reviews 

You will need: 

Red paint 

Black paint 

Green paper 

Green pen 

Instructions: 

Print two red thumbprints, one below the other. Repeat all over the paper. 

With your little finger, add black centres to the poppies. If the thumbprints have 

very thick paint it might be an idea to let the red paint dry a bit first. 



Easy Sausage Rolls 

 

 

 

Method:  
 

500 grams chicken mince 

1 carrot peeled and grated 

1/4 cup honey 

2 sheets puff pastry                          
 

Preheat oven 200°C. 

 

Mix together mince, carrot and honey, seasoning with sea salt and cracked pepper. 

 

Lay a sheet of pastry on a flat surface. Cut the sheet in half. 

 

Spoon the mince mixture down the centre of each pastry half. 

 

Fold the pastry over the filling, overlapping the edges, placing the join underneath to enclose. 

 

Cut into 4 short pieces. Place on a baking paper lined baking tray. 

 

Repeat with remaining pastry and filling. 

 



 

Nursery Natter! 
 Good day Nursery families, welcome to the last two months of 2019! 

 
We have had a fantastic year with each and every one of our Nurse-
ry children! It has been great to watch each of the children grow 
and learn new and exciting things throughout their time in the 
nursery room; such as major milestones, exploring different senso-
ry experiences, and growing into their own personalities. 
 

Over the next two months we will be teaching the nursery children some helpful self
-help skills for independence as well as encouraging them to meet their current 
goals. The skills that we will be focusing on include but not limited to: independence
-spoon feeding, washing own hands, independent walking, sitting on the chairs at 
the table during meal times and self-settling on the mat during rest time. The listed 
abilities are being encouraged to support the children with the transitions in their 
next room where independence is very important.  
 
One of the major learning experience that benefits our young-
er children has been sensory play. Over the year it has been 
great to see how much they have grown and learnt through 
these experiences and how much more confidence they have 
with engaging in these sensory experiences!  
 
The last term our focus will be for the children to be able to 
engage in experiences such as play dough, jelly, slime, natural materials, painting 

and water play; as well as physical play such as ball play. 
 
These last two months will be busy and full of educational fun! Do not hesitate to 
add feedback and inputs into our program or verbal communication.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Miss Concy Miss Moutushi 



 

Senior Nursery Tales! 
Hello Families, 
 
Firstly we would like to welcome our newer families as well Miss 
Cathy that just joined us late in October. 
 
During the past two months we have been working on building up a 
sense of belonging with the newer children to their new environment 
in our senior nursery room at Little Ducks Annerley. 
 
We have explored all sort of animals from the farm to the smallest 
insects and bugs we see around, we also been focusing on the Aus-
tralian animals and the hokey pokey book just became a class favorite– the children really 
enjoy singing with it. This way our senior nursery children have started to develop their ver-
bal and non-verbal communication as we use Auslan in a daily basis to describe the animal’s 
names and objects. 
 
Our gardening and sustainability activities are going really well and we can really see our chil-
dren learning to respect and care for the natural while having lots of fun! 
 
Our focus for the coming weeks will be taking this opportunity to increase the children’s ver-
bal language and fine motor skills throughout art and sensory activities. We will also be en-
gaging in different kinds of sports on a weekly basis being some day’s soccer, basketball and 
etc. With the warmer months coming soon we will be introducing lots of water play which 
encourages social interactions, science and math as the children need to share spaces and 
measure. We will also be working on the children’s speech encouraging them to use their 
words to express themselves. 
 
A note from Cathy… 
Hello everyone, 
Thank you, I have felt very welcome and have enjoyed getting to know you and your precious 
ones. As you know I have started in late October and have had a great time learning with 
your children. Just a little about me: I have been in the childcare industry for over thirty years 
and now from being an assistant through to a di-
rector. I now have decided to take a step back to 
lead educator which is my first love that is 15 to 24 
months old age group. 
 
Please remember, if you have any ideas or just a 
chat please come see us! 
Love,  
 
Cathy, Luana and Vanessa. 
 

Miss Vanessa Miss Luana 



 

Toddler time! 
Wow, we can’t believe that I am writing our second last newsletter for 2019. How time flies! 
 
During the past few months, we have been busy working on children’s individual goals for 
term 3, it was wonderful to be apart of the process in supporting your children to explore, 
learn, achieve their goals and most of all have fun in the process 
 
We have explored the life cycle of silkworms, making lots of discoveries 
through investigating and observing their daily life.  The children enjoyed 
checking them out for any changes, engaged in a hands- on experience. 
From egg to silkworm, to cocoon and hatching into moths and of course 
the cycle starts all over again, the children learn to respect their natural 
environment for all creatures great and small. 
 
National nutrition week, we have been scaffolding healthy eating hab-
its, with the children, we explored the difference between everyday 
food and sometimes food. We also explored the five different colours 
of fruit and vegetables. Our children are developing an understanding 
of healthy wellbeing, learning through visual displays and food cata-
logue and play scenarios with Educators. 
 
We have also been focusing on developing children’s fine motor skills 
and life skills. We have been engaging in a variety of learning opportu-
nities to explore the concept of pinching, pressing, poking, squishing, 
turning, pulling, through activities such as, zippers, pegs, droppers, 
spray bottles, raking, winding, threading and unscrewing tops etc.  
 
For the rest of the year we will continue to support children’s individual 
goals for term 4, getting them ready for the big step up to Junior Kindy, 
we will also be engaging lots of self help skills to build their confidence, 
self-esteem and independence, taking a step back and letting them try 
to have a go. This is such an important learning journey for your child, 
please feel free to share your inputs with us. Our Christmas party is 
coming up, please keep eyes on Storypark for further information.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr Peter Miss Vicky Miss Di 



 

Junior Kindy column! 
 Welcome to our existing families that have had their child move up 

from Toddlers into the Junior Kindy room and to the new families that 
have joined us. 
Term three goals were set, so the children have been working to-
wards these milestones over the past two months being guided and 
mentored by their educators.   
 
Within the room the children have explored and learnt about, the lifecycle of Bee’s through, 
investigating documentaries, interactive tuff tray experiences and sensory activities with hon-
ey.  
We started a web about emotions, where the children learnt how to express their emotions in 
times of need and worked on reading other people’s facial expressions.  
The very hungry caterpillar - we extended on the story and learnt about the lifecycle of a But-
terfly through butterfly painting, caterpillar creations and short videos for the children to get a 
visual understanding of a butterfly emerging from it’s cocoon.   
Diwali celebrations - firework painting, making clay Diya’s, red play dough, cultural dress ups 
& henna hand activity 
Yarning Cycle - Each morning at 8:30am we come together as a centre at the yarning circle 
in the main yard. We will play Aboriginal music until everyone is present and then we start to 
sing Inanay & Taba Naba and then do our Acknowledgment to country giving the children 
the opportunity to pay respects to our traditional land owners and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ple. 
Sustainability - The children were exposed to what is happing to the 
world around us and how we can stop or help reduce air pollution.  
 
Move and Grove - We focused on underarm rolling. This prompted 
the children to use manipulative skill, that involves applying a push-
ing force to propel it along the ground in direction and control. 
The children have been showing increasing interest in yoga. We are 
now embedding this into our routine during the transition periods to 
help the children relax and calm their bodies down after physical ac-
tivities.  
 
Tricare visits - Each month Tricare our local retirement home, brings 
their residents along to spend some quality time with the children. 
Through this children are learning empathy and respect through 
meaningful conversation to make secure bonds and friendships. The 
residences and children engage in games such as, Bingo, memory gams, painting and read-
ing.  

 
 
 
 
 

Miss Sukhi Miss Lauren Miss Kristel Miss Savita 



Wow, it is hard to believe that we have only a few more months in our Senior Kindy Journey 
– the year has flown by.  But what an exciting time we have been having.  
 The children have really been focusing on their cutting skills, to which there are many bene-
fits including independent movement of each finger, bilateral coordination skills (two handed 
coordination), eye hand coordination and directionality to name a few.  With this  we have 
noticed such an improvement in the children’s individual skills, with some of the children ac-
cepting the challenge of some really complex cutting – which they persist at until they com-
plete the task, which has been great to see.  We are trying to focus on purposeful cutting, 
instead of snipping and random cutting. 
 
Another area which the children have really been enjoying has been their puzzles.  The chil-
dren have moved from puzzles whereby they have been able to match the puzzle piece on 
the board, to more challenging puzzles whereby they match the pieces together to create the 
image – which has been amazing. 
There has also been great interest in group games, which include our memory games, bingo 
and snap, which benefits the children by assisting in their matching, identifying and naming 
colours and shapes, observation skills, sorting and classifying, concentration and their resili-
ence (accepting second place in a game).  The children have really shown much enjoyment in 
these games, and many of them are now doing these at home with their families which is 
amazing. The children also taught our Tricare visitors some of these games – which they 
loved. 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will be focusing on camping, as many of the children have been 
coming into care and telling us about how they have been camping with their families over 
the past few months, and there is much interest in sharing that knowledge with the 
group.  We will be setting up a “campsite” in the room for the children to extend on this in-
terest – if you have any photos or stories about your camping trips – please do not hesitate 
to share them with us. 
Of course as it gets closer to the Christmas season, we will naturally be doing lots of Christ-
mas experiences with the group – so please if there is anything you would like/would not like 
your child to be involved in please come and discuss this with us. 
 
Looking forward to the next few months with 
our amazing Senior Kindy friends. 

 

 

Senior Kindy catch up! 

Miss Leighanne Miss Kirsten 



Hello Families,  
 
Wow, time flies… it’s coming to the end of the year. Over the past few 
months, there have been a lot of events happening in kindergarten.  
We have been working on our project of travel around the world, it began with 
celebrating the Chinese Moon Festival, which is from Miss Jenny’s home 
land. The children have displayed their interest in learning diverse cultures. 
We started with Australia the country we live in then traveled around to Chi-
na, Brazil, Japan and Africa. Through learning about other countries, we were 
able to understand the differences in people and traditions. We were also 
lucky in that we have a  diverse range of educators at Little Ducks that came 
in to share with their own country’s heritage with us. Big thanks to Miss Lu-
ana (Brazil) and Miss Concy (Africa)! We will be ending our trips next week at 
our last destination- India.  

 
The other exciting thing we have been focusing on was our 
vegetable garden! After all the caring and watering from chil-
dren, the lettuce and tomatoes are ready to harvest! The 
children helped to pick the tomatoes and tasted it.  
 
Sustainability and movement program were 
also another focus. For the sustainability 
program we discussed the air pollution and 

used arts to convey their understanding of how it is caused.  
We also, set up different outdoor activities to develop the 
children’s underarm throwing and leaping skills.  
 
For the last term, we will be continuing to work on children’s 
individual goals, interests and input into our weekly program. 
We will be discussing the topic around school life.   
 
If there is anything that you would like us 

to focus on, do not 
hesitated to talk with 
us. 
 

 

 

Kindergarten Program! 

Mr Matt Miss Jenny 



We have been very busy in our Sustainability program over the past few months, 

with our focus being on Air pollution and our Garden discovery program.   

 

With our Air pollution program, we encouraged the children to understand what 

air pollution is and where it comes from.  There was also great focus on ways in 

which we can help to reduce it in our environment, including planting more trees, 

using less electricity, walking, riding or catching public transport instead of 

driving our cars where possible, to name a few.  It was rewarding to hear the 

children come and tell us when they walked or rode their bike instead of driving 

in the car.   

 

We also focused on the impact that air pollution has not just for ourselves, but 

also on our natural environment and our animals.  The children were very compas-

sionate and showed great concern that our current practices are making such an 

unhealthy environment and were eager to learn how they can reduce the “yucky 

air “ in the environment. 

 

Our garden discovery program was enthusiastically participated by all groups 

within the centre, with the children learning about different plants, when they 

should be planted, how to care for them, what to look out for to ensure they 

grow strong and healthy.  WE want to give a big thank you to all the families who 

brought in these for us – we still have more which we will continue to plant over 

the coming weeks and of cause those which are not in season, we are keeping till 

the time is right.  Hopefully some of the plants will survive the journey and we 

will transplant them into our garden beds over the coming months.  The children 

have loved watching them grow and caring for them...so thank you.  I hope your 

plants at home are going well also. 

 

Next month we will be focusing on Saving water -and the 

reason for this is that with our current water shortage and 

the effects it is having on our farmers, we feel it is im-

portant for the children to be more aware of what we can 

do and how we can all do our part to preserve this precious 

resource.  I am sure the children will share their knowledge 

with you at home. 

If there are any areas which you would like us to add to our 

program, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your 

Sustainability  Program! 

Miss Leighanne 



 

Move & Groove Program! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our move and groove program has been in full swing over the past few 

months, with our focus on leaping and underarm rolling.  Both of these 

tasks are quite challenging, so we have been working at the developmental 

level of the different groups.  Through our Move and Groove program, our 

focus in teaching the children the proper way to perform these tasks, how 

to position their body to ensure that they maintain their balance, control 

and coordinate their body In these tasks.   

It has been great to see the improvement of the children, from the start 

of the month till the end, as they practice these skills daily.   

Our focus for the next month will be on catching, so it will be great fun all 

groups to participate in.  Of cause once again we will ensure that the ac-

tivities are tailored to the children’s developmental level.  If you have any 

questions about this, please do not hesitate to come and see either myself 

or your child’s educators. 

 

 

Miss Leighanne 


