
 

Little Ducks Childcare  
 

September / October  2019 

 Welcome back to another leg of our amazing journey as we near the end of the year. 
This time of year, brings such excitement as we prepare our 2020 enrolment offers 
and are looking forward to the opportunity of reengaging with our waitlist families 
through this process! 
This also has us looking forward to our current families confirming any extra days 
they wish to enroll in 2020 before we process the waitlist. 
Over July August we engaged in many celebrations of learning with Science week and 
Book week this led us through many explorative paths of learning with Creation of 
our interpretation of the “Green Sheep Book” in Junior Kindy and Space with Moon 
exploration and Rocket engineering in Kindy. 
We have further explored our community connections through Partnerships with In-
dooroopilly Officeworks with resource donations to our Centre and Bunnings Stafford 
with further collaboration on our vegetable Patch now including the input of a Horti-
culturist to further enhance the children’s learning on the environment and sustaina-
ble practices. 
This is further embedded by our partnerships with Wire 
and Watt Electrical co and Stafford Tyre and Auto 
through their donations of recyclables to our loose parts 
and construction environment. I am looking forward to 
reengaging with our waitlist families through the Sep-
tember and October and  working collaboratively with 
our existing families. 
 
Thank You, 
Tia Smith 
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Upcoming Events! 

       September 
Sunday 1st  - Fathers Day! 
 

    Wednesday 4th — National ECE Day   
Celebrating the role Early Childhood Educators  play in ed-
ucating and caring for tomorrows leaders. 

 
 
Saturday 21st   - International Day of Peace   
A day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace , both 
within and among all nations and people. 

 

October  
Monday 7th  - Queens Birthday Long Weekend  - centre closed 
 
Wednesday 16th  - World Food Day  
A day of action against hunger. On Wednesday 16th Bring along a non-perishable 
item of food for us to donate to the needy. This  week we celebrate National Nutri-
tion Week Lets learn to eat right and eat for our health.  
 

                   
Friday 18th - Loud Shirt Day It’s an excuse to wear your brightest shirt clothes (love 
‘em, hate ‘em, whatever) and raise money to help give the gift of sound and speech 
to deaf children. Gold Coin Donation.  
 

Sat 19th-  Sun 27th – Children’s Week Children's Week celebrates 
the right of children to enjoy childhood. It is also a time for chil-
dren to demonstrate their talents, skills and abilities. Culminating 
in Day for Daniel on Friday, Remember to wear Red.  
 
 
Thursday 31st -  Halloween 

Dress up with us and enjoy this traditionally Celtic celebration! 
 
Monday 21st- 25th – Grandparents Week- This week we will cele-
brate all that our Grandparents do for us.  
 



Policy Reviews  

Educator Spotlight ... 
Miss Cintia joined our Little Ducks Family in 
2016 beginning her journey within the Junior kin-
dy and Kindy rooms .You can now  find Miss 
Cintia Senorita singing Spanish lullabies with the 
babies in Nursery working alongside Miss Tam-
mie.  
As  a Mother of Four beautiful children and 
Cintia  brings with her a keen intuitive sense as 
to what babies need in any given environment. 
This is extended through her belief  that a calm 
nurturing environment allows the seeds of devel-
opment to bloom into lifelong skills. This is evi-
dent through her peaceful approach to care and 
respectful interactions with the children. At the 
moment Cintia is running the Spanish Language 

program within all the rooms introducing Spanish vocabulary to the children 
through rhymes songs and dance. It is wonderful to have such a passionate 
educator who intimately shares her culture within our Little Ducks Family. 

We value your input and feedback ….. The  policies/
procedures in review during May and June are 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Cul-
ture Awareness Policy 
Enrolment Policy 
Family Law and Access 
Acceptance and refusal of authorisa-
tions 
Behaviour management Positive Guid-
ance Policy 
Continuity of Care Policy 
Discrimination, Harassment, Bullying 
and occupational Violence Policy 
Policy for the use of gloves 
Education, curriculum and Learning Pol-
icy 
Administering Paracetamol Policy 
Harmful Plants Policy and Procedure 
 



Our Program 
 

Within our Preschool Room we are approved to run the Government Ap-

proved Kindergarten Program. 

Our Approved Kindergarten Program operates from Monday – Friday, 

8.30-4.00pm for 40 weeks per year . Children however can attend for any 

of the service opening hours 6.30am—6.00pm. The Approved Kindergar-

ten Program has been designed to allow all children access to a year of 

Education prior to starting Prep. The Program is approved to be run by 

Schools, Community Kindergarten’s, Family Day Care and Long Day 

Care Services . 

At Little Ducks Bardon the Preschoolers Kindergarten Day begins with a 

whole service acknowledgment of country, this signals the beginning of 

the Kindy Program and our Preschoolers move to their room to start their 

days fun (8.30am).  At the end of the Kindy day (4.00pm), the children 

join the remainder of the service usually in the yard or indoor/outdoor en-

vironment. 

On enrolment we are re-

quired to collect  each 

child’s birth certificate and 

Health Care Card (if appli-

cable) to confirm the child is 

eligible and allow you to 

take benefit of reduced fees 

for our Kindergarten Pro-

gram. 

Children eligible for the Kindy Program in 2020 will be born between 

1/7/15 – 30/6/16 .  

Throughout the year we will collect support and document your child's 

learning, our ECT  will then communicate with the school your child will 

attend. At the end of the year we will prepare a transition statement for 

each child school to help the school know your child ...giving them a fly-

ing start! 



 

Nursery Natter! 
 

 

We have enjoyed a busy couple of months in the 
nursery room. Our new babies are Tex, Arlo, 
Henry and Thomas and we like to welcome them 
to our room and look forward to getting to know 
their interests and personalities. As educators 
we acknowledge and respond sensitively to the 
babies cues and signals. We enjoy one on one 
interactions with the babies during daily routines 
such as nappy changing and feeding. 
 
As we have a few children standing up and hold-

ing onto furniture or taking steps we have been promoting their independence by 
providing walkers indoors and outdoors. We are encouraging the babies by putting 
activities on the table where they need to stand up and reach for it. The babies beam 
with pride when a new milestone is achieved and love being cheered on. We recog-
nise and value the babies involvement by encouraging them to encouraging them to 
engage in both individual and collaborative experiences. The babies have enjoyed 

finger painting, flour and car exploration and sensory box-
es. Outdoors for sensory play we explored shaving foam 
on a Perspex easel using our hands to touch its texture. 
 
Outdoors, we are learning to build and stack giant cotton 
reels. The babies are recognising the contributions they 
are making to shared projects and experiences such as 
lifting blocks or reels to stack with their peers. We have 
been learning basic terms and words with our weekly 

cooking experiences. The children love to see the ingredients go into the bowl and 
help mix them all together. Cooking encourages small group interactions and friend-
ships to blossom and also turn taking skills.  
 

Miss Cintia has been showing the children felt board 

stories such as “Old McDonald had a farm”, “Incy Wincy 

spider” and “The three little pigs”. The babies were ac-

tively listening and responding both verbally and nonver-

bally by making animal sounds and by gesturing to the 

puppets. We have been read-

ing “Spot the dog” lift the flap stories with the babies enjoy-

ing taking turns to see the picture under the flap. 

Ms Tammie and Ms Cintia 
 
 
 
 



 

Senior Nursery News 
 

This month we have been working on identity aspects such as 

recognising ourselves in the mirror, we learned about the body's 

parts (nose, head, mouth, chin, legs, arms, hands) through songs, 

books and flashcards. Also, we have learned about our friends' 

names through our  daily social activities.  Senior Nursery friends 

love to explore their photos on the wall, and most of them can 

clearly say some friends’ names. 

We have been focusing on our gross motor skills and exploring 
further with our outside environment.   Senior Nursery children are 
developing their sense of space, exploring their balancing, mus-
cles, ample movements, dancing, and building a strong sense of 
wellbeing.  Throughout July and August, we have experienced a 
fun and rich learning activities 

supporting children's holistic development  
Concentration, focus and curiosity  
Every week we are creating art through a different me-
diums such collaging using glue, thick and thin paint 
brush painting It has given the children and opportunity to 
explore a bit more of their fine motor skill, and their love 
for art. 
We have started to learn some words and songs in 
Spanish with Miss Diana and Miss Cintia. They are 
lovely educators and native Spanish speakers, so they 
can bring some opportunities to children to explore the diversity of cultures in our centre.  
We explored  and learnt about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  Culture during NAI-

DOC Week. Together with the children we incorporated some art 

and listened to some dream-time stories through this week and the 

children had an opportunity to interact with a real didgeridoo from 

Western Australia.  

In August, we celebrated Book Week, and the children were wel-

comed to dress up their favourite characters and also bring a book 

to share with their friends in our room. Also, it was one more way to 

encourage children to read, being interested in books, extending 

their further interest in learning and reading in the future.  

We  also have been talking about be-

ing gentle with our friends and how to use 

them when sharing and turn taking with 

our friends.  It's been amazing to see them 

showing their kindness while playing with 

each other.  

Miss Carina and Miss Diana 

 

 



 

Toddler Tales 
Welcome to toddler’s news. Toddlers participated in so 
much fun and educative learning experiences this month to 
enhance their skills. We started the month while exploring 
James Moller’s interest in trains and watched the images of 
various types of trains and made the trains from recycled 
materials. Toddlers used their imagination to create trains 
using art materials like paddle pop sticks, paints, tissue 
boxes, egg cartoons and natural materials like rocks and 
shells etc. We discussed about how trains help us to 
transport people, goods and cattle. Children played pretend 
games with trains by lining up the chairs or sitting on a 
plank etc. 
I noticed another emerging interest in toddlers is the usage 

of scissors. Toddlers are very eager to learn the scissor skills and wants to cut various objects 
with scissors. Some of us are good and learn the way to hold the scissors but most of us need 
one on one help and guidance to learn the technique. We are introducing the playdough cut-
ting experience to develop children’s cutting skill. Children tried cutting the images to make 
healthy food and unhealthy food collage. We are going to provide various experiences to en-
hance children’s scissor skills. 
We also celebrated book week this month and read various books to children and asked them 
which book they like to choose. The very hungry caterpillar and the very cranky bear were in 
the competition and the caterpillar story won more votes and selected as the book of the 
week. We introduced various learning experiences to celebrate the caterpillar story. To en-
hance toddlers’ interest in cutting and to demonstrate the caterpillar story, we introduced the 

caterpillar paper plate experience. Where children helped to 
cut the images of various foods caterpillar ate and glued them 
on the paper plates with the names of days of the week. This 
experience helped them to identify the healthy and unhealthy 
food and gave an opportunity to learn the days of the week. 
Children also made the images of caterpillars by doing the bal-
loon painting. Finally, we also used the recycled materials like 
egg cartoons to create the caterpillars. We talked about which 
food is good for us to stay healthy while doing the collage art.  
Toddlers dressed up in their favourite book characters and 
shared their favourite books with their friends. We read books 
like the cranky bear, “Hilda’s surprise” What the Ladybird 

heard and Elsa books this week. 
To extend toddlers physical development, we introduced various expe-
riences related to balancing and climbing. 
We are going to extend toddlers interest in balancing, cutting, colours 
and painting in upcoming months. 
Thanks to one and all for your support and encour-
agement this month. 
 
Kind regards, 
  
Miss Sunitha, Miss Saanya 

and Miss Amelia  

 



 

Junior Kindy Jumble 
 
Hello Everyone, 

 
Winter is nearly over, and the days are getting warmer which has 
been lovely, we are looking forward to spring and what it’s going to 
bring us. Our focus for the beginning of the year was building rela-
tionships and attachments with the children helping each child to 
feel comfortable and supported in their new environment. This has 
continued to be our priority throughout the year and the children are 
becoming confident little learners! 
 

The children have been spending their time exploring, engaging, and challenging themselves in 
their indoors and outdoors throughout the week and it's been lovely to see children learning to 
play positively in groups and learning to get along. 
Junior Kindy children have been busy in the imaginative play spaces, building and extending 
their play ideas. It’s been lovely to see many children be inclusive of others by asking them to 
join in. They have enjoyed feeding babies and cooking dinners in home-corner, making birth-
day cakes with home-made playdough and making wombat stew. They have also demonstrat-
ed inclusiveness while playing on the mat with Duplo, magnetics and threading using coloured 
beads. The children are also showing respect for one another by inviting children to join in play 
as well as using manners and asking to join in small groups to play. They are demonstrating 
developing skills of independence, courage, communicate and positive feelings of self-worth.  
 
We are very excited about creating our very own version of “Where is the Green sheep?” by 
Mem Fox. This is an extension from reading and singing, “Where is the green sheep?” book in 
the last 6 months. The home book and sheep has been visiting homes each week which has 
been very exciting for the children especially when they come in to show and share. The chil-
dren are really enjoying sharing their home experience with the sheep and while it is still tricky 
for some to wait such a long time for their turn, it is great experience in dealing with delayed 
gratification and all children are managing this a little easier. Thank you to all the parents and 
families who have helped with this, looking after green sheep and writing in the diary. The chil-
dren have been creating their character pages at home and working hard on their pieces for the 
kindy version,  thank you to the families for your contribution, the pages we have so far look 
amazing! 
 
This has led us into book week and Junior Kindy have been busy celebrating all things books, 
and stories. We have been reading some new books as well our favourite books through the 
week and the most exciting part of the event was dressing-up and the children had the oppor-
tunity to dress up as their favourite book character. This year’s theme was ‘Reading is my se-
cret power” and we certainly had lots of masked superheroes and book lovers to mark the 
theme.  
 
Until next time 
Fiona and Sam 



Hello families and friends, 

 

We are one more step closer to school now. We’ve been talking about some of our friends’ school visits 

in the past two months, and everyone was excited about it. 

 

It is a big challenge for our friends to get used to the changes in the room, but I am so proud that all our 

friends have gained strong resilience facing those situations. We continued our social and emotional 

development. Self-regulation and self-discipline help our friends to be more responsible and independ-

ent, and setting the classroom rules together brings us the sense of belonging as well. By asking them 

the activities they would love to do throughout the day, children become more confident when making 

decisions and expressing their ideas. 

 

In the last two months, our children not 

only built a sense of security and trust 

within the whole group, but also became 

more confident and independent in their 

play-based learning and social relation-

ships. Our friends showed their kindness 

to welcome Miss Natalie to our kindy 

family, and we spent a lot of time getting 

to know each other and building up our 

positive relationships. We listened to each 

other, sharing our stories and life experience everyday. We dis-

cussed about what we want to learn in advance so that we can pro-

vide more opportunities and resources for them to explore and in-

vestigate in depth. We set up our new calming corner with a more 

private and quiet space where children can enjoy conversations 

with each other or calm themselves down. We did a variety of ac-

tivities for our dental health learning project at the beginning of 

August, completing a whole learning circle to reflect our big 

achievement, and we created our wall of teeth as well. They love to 

watch the photos and guess whose teeth they are. 

 

 

Building positive relationships and showing respect are also 

our key focus in the past two months. We encouraged children 

to participate the group activities so that they will gain their 

sense of responsibilities for both themselves and the whole 

room. We also spent a long time talking about green choices 

and red choices, and the consequences that would happen 

when making different choices. To reinforce their understand-

ing and learning, we discussed about our classroom rules as 

well. We had discussions about what they would like to do, 

and help them to make connections to different points of view, 

ideas and opinions. We understand that it is important to re-

spect and listen to different ideas and opinions. 

 

 

 

Kindy Catch Up 



 

Kindy Catch Up 

Physical well-being as well as social and emotional well-being are 

always our main focus. By developing those skills, children will gain 

their abilities to manage change and respond to challenges. We do 

meditation, yoga and obstacle challenges regularly to help children 

regulate their emotions and feelings as well as developing their gross 

motor skills. Children love to take the challenges, and they felt excit-

ed when they made an achievement. ‘Try your best’ is always a big 

faith for us.   

 

 

 

We continued our learning 

about STEAM Projects and 

added Art, turning into 

STEAM Project. Children 

showed their great enthusiasm 

and curiosity in different learn-

ing projects. They engaged in a 

lot of construction activities to 

maximize their imagination 

and cooperated with their 

peers. We explored the rain-

bow science with water; we observed the balloon rocket and discussed 

the reasons behind; we painted with dripping cups to create different 

patterns; we watched the documentary of how toothpaste is made in 

the factory; we read books brought by the children from home for the 

Book Week; and we dressed as our favourite book characters. Chil-

dren took part in every step of the learning from decision making to 

group reflection, and they showed their confidence and involvement 

in learning.  

 

 

Communication is a very significant skill for our kindy friends, 

and we explored and expanding languages in different meaningful 

ways. We discussed about different topics we are interested in dai-

ly; children had their show and tell to develop their language skills; 

we also reflected on our projects and achievements after the activi-

ties. We captured every moment we had to practice our language 

and literacy skills, and children are always active in those mo-

ments. 

 

In the coming months, we will continue to refine our readiness for 

school by exploring more about our own Independence, resilience 

and learning disposition. Additionally, we will explore more pro-

jects that children are interested in to develop our investigation, 

thinking, reasoning and problem-solving skills. We are looking 

forward to the progress we are going to make in the following 

months! 

 

Natalie, Kasia & Fran 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone Guides how to use them?  

There is a new train of thought supported by research indicating there are optimal times of development 

rather than critical times. This indicates that milestone guides should be used very much as guides only. 

Each child develops uniquely and learns and experiences at different rates. They may be exploring one 

area of development more intensely and then follow on to another balancing it out in time. Therefore, it is 

important to not rush or force a child’s learning and development but provide support and gently encour-

age the child. Rushing or pushing may result in the child having adverse feelings to activities and later 

avoiding it, having larger repercussions to their development and health. Research now supports that if 

there is a delay in development the plasticity of the brain will allow time for the child to ‘catch up’.   

The important thing in respect to a child’s development is that parents and carers are aware of where chil-

dren are at and encouraging children through activities that will bolster development. Through group 

movement programs children learn gross and fine motor skills, problem solving, cognitive skills and emo-

tional awareness.  

 

We are excited to share an exclusive discount for all Little Ducks families to the Kids Heart Pilates online 

programs that you can access from home and hook up to your smart TV. See the links below for more in-

formation and use ‘LITTLEDUCKS’ in the coupon code for 15% off or see the link below for an exclusive 

little ducks offer and receive a 12 month membership free with the purchase of a Mummy & Tummy Post-

natal & baby development membership.  

241 - https://www.kidsheartpilates.com.au/blog/register/membership-2-for-1/ 
Sign up - https://www.kidsheartpilates.com.au/blog/signup-options/  

Pilates 

https://www.kidsheartpilates.com.au/blog/register/membership-2-for-1/
https://www.kidsheartpilates.com.au/blog/signup-options/


 

Our Community ... 

Sustainability Corner! 
Upcoming Activities— Growing our own garden 
 
Miss Natalie had a pineapple head sitting in the 
water for almost one month, and now the roots 
are coming out, which means that it is time to 
grow it in the soil. Next month we will start our 
garden work from growing the pineapple to-
gether. Then we will have a big discussion in 
each room with the children and our educators about what else we want to grow in 
the garden. By looking after the plants, children will  gain the sense of responsibilities 
and achievements as well as show their respect to the environment. By observing the 
plants day by day, children are able to develop their understanding of the magic of 
the nature. 

We are excited to have formed Partnerships 
with  our local community members  Luke Tup-
per owner of  local business Wire and Watt  
Electrical Co  and Peter Kelly owner and  Man-
aging Director of  Best Drive Stafford Tyre and 
Auto.  
 
Luke and Peter have embraced our Loose Part 
Construction Area through donations of  cable 
reel spools  and used tyres.  We are so very 
Thankful for Luke and Peter's passion and com-
mitment to enhancing the children's their in-

nate curiosity and  learning environ-
ments . As it is also rewarding to be 
able to  have an impact on sustaina-
ble practices within our community 
as we rehome their recyclables. 



Healthy Habits! 

   Watermelon Pizza 

Ingredients 

  1/3 cup cottage cheese 

 1 tbs Greek-style yoghurt 

 ½ tsp honey 

 1/3 tsp cinnamon 

 6 x 2cm-thick wedges of 

watermelon 

 1 x 125g punnet of rasp-

berries 

 6 strawberries, hulled, 

sliced 

 1 x 125g punnet of blue-

berries 

 2 tsp sultanas 

 1 tsp chia seeds or sunflower seeds 

 1 tbs pumpkin seeds 

 1 tbs Macro organic fruit shredded coconut 

mint fresh herb , bunch 
 

Method 
 

1. Mix cottage cheese, yoghurt, honey and cinnamon in a bowl 

until smooth. Spread mixture over watermelon slices. Arrange in 

a circle to make a pizza shape and scatter with berries, sultanas, 

seeds, coconut and mint to serve. 

tip:   when fresh berries are not in season, use frozen berries in-

stead 


