
 

Little Ducks Childcare Annerley 
 

Sept/Oct 2019  

Another two months have been and gone! 
What a jam packed few months we have had, and an exciting few months that lay ahead of 
us. 
Can you believe that we are already beginning the process for 2020 enrolments? 
Over the coming weeks, I will be touching base with all of our waitlist families in regards to 
their bookings for 2020.  
 
Throughout the end of August, I have been in contact advising waitlist families of the upcom-
ing process for January 2020 enrolments, and I have had a large number of responses, re-
questing tours as well as securing positions for the beginning of next year.  
If you would like to know more about our waitlist or 2020 enrolments, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at any time as we are filling fast and availability can become limited! 
 
Over the coming month, I plan to revisit our reconciliation action plan. Our reconciliation action 
plan is lodged and approved through Reconciliation Australia. Reconciliation Austral-
ia’s Narragunnawali program supports all schools and early learning services in Australia to 
foster a higher level of knowledge and pride in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, 
cultures and contributions. As a service we work collaboratively towards achieving our Recon-
ciliation Vision statement and the actions needed to embed the Indigenous culture into our 
programming and practice. Throughout this process I have been calling on the broader com-

munity, to offer feedback on our Vision, here at Annerley.  
 
Over the coming months, we will also be focussing on preparing our 
Kindergarten children for the transition off to big school! 
We are working with families, as well as the schools within our com-
munity to create a smooth transition for the children as they begin the 
change to “Big school.” Our Early Childhood Teacher will be working 
on each of the Kindergarten children’s transition statements. This is 
also a training opportunity that is organised for our ECT to attend, a 
workshop developing applicable transition statements for the transi-
tion to the Primary School setting. 
Until next time, 
Erin Ewing 

 

35 Waldheim Street 
Annerley QLD  4103 
Phone (07) 3848 7688 
Fax  (07) 3848 6533 

 

 

 
 
annerley@littleducks.com.au 

A note from your Centre Manager 

https://narragunnawali.org.au/


Upcoming Events! 

September October  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
Sunday 1st – Father’s Day 

  
  

     
 

Wednesday 4th – National ECE day 
Celebrating the important role 

early childhood educators play in 

educating and caring for tomor-

row's leaders. 
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
Saturday 21st - International Day 

of Peace A day of devoted to 

strengthening the ideals of peace, 

both within and among all nations 

and people. 
  
 

Monday 1st  – Queens Birthday 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
  
Thursday 11th  – Roushini – Diwali 

show 
10:00am Come and learn about 

the Hindu festival of Diwali. 

 
Sunday 16th – World Food Day 
A day of action against hunger. 

On Monday 17th Bring along a 

non-perishable item of food for us 

to donate to the needy. 
  
Monday 15th- Friday 24th National 

Nutrition Week Lets learn to eat 

right and eat for our health. 
  
Wednesday 17th - Loud Shirt Day 

Its an excuse to wear your bright-

est shirt clothes (love ‘em, hate 

‘em, whatever) and raise money 

to help give the gift of sound and 

speech to deaf children. Gold 

Coin Donation 
 

22nd - 30th – Children’s Week Chil-

dren's Week celebrates the right 

of children to enjoy childhood. It 

is also a time for children to 

demonstrate their talents, skills 

and abilities. Culminating in Day 

for Daniel on Friday, Remember 

to wear Red. 
  
Monday 29th- 2nd Nov – Grand-

parents Week- This week we will 

celebrate all that our Grandpar-

ents do for us. 
  
  



Easy Art!- Dot Painting  

 

Centre Birthdays! 

 
 
 

Mayson, Edward.J, Ruby.P, Briar, Tristan, 

Ben, Alexis, Theo.C, Theo.R, Albie, Pat-

rick, Alex.R, Matilda, George, Alexander, 

Finn, Ayla, Sophie, Elayna & Arthur.C  

 

We value your input and feed-
back so please refer to the 
Policy Review Folder in the 
foyer for more information or 
to provide any comments or 
suggestions. The   
policies/procedures in review 
during Sept/Oct are: 
 

 
 

 ENROLMENT POLICY 

 Acceptance and refusal of 

authorisations  

 Family Law and Access 

 AUTHORISED PERSONS 

WHO ARRIVE IN AN UN-

FIT STATE TO COLLECT 

CHILDREN POLICY 

 TEMPERATURE POLICY 

 TRANSPORT PROCEDURE 

 ADMINISTERING PARA-

CETAMOL POLICY 

 EDUCATION, CURRICU-

LUM AND LEARNING  

POLICY 

 

Policy Reviews 

What you need: 

Canvas, cardboard or paper to paint on 

Coloured paint     Kitchen sponges 

Elastic bands        Toilet roll 

Ear buds 

Make a spiral sponge by rolling the kitchen sponge up and securing it with an elas-
tic band. Make another spiral sponge by wrapping it around a toilet roll and se-
curing it with an elastic band. 



Pie maker zucchini and haloumi fritters 

 

 

 

Method:  
 

Ingredients:  

1 teaspoon olive oil 

3 green shallots, trimmed, thinly sliced 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

3 (about 500g) zucchini, coarsely grated 

250g haloumi, coarsely grated 

400g can corn kernels, rinsed, drained 

100g (2/3 cup) self-raising flour 

2 eggs, lightly whisked 

 

 

Step 1 

Heat the oil in a small frying pan over medium heat. Add the shallot and garlic. Cook, stirring, for 3 

minutes or until softened. Transfer to a large bowl. 

Step 2 

Take handfuls of zucchini and squeeze out the excess liquid. Place in a large bowl. Add the haloumi, 

corn, flour and egg. Season with pepper and stir to combine. 

 

Step 3 

Preheat the pie maker and add 1/3 cup of the mixture to each hole. Spray the top of each fritter 

lightly with oil. Close the pie maker and cook for 12 minutes or until golden and set. Transfer to a wire 

rack. Repeat with the remaining mixture. 

 

Step 4 

To make the dipping sauce, place the mayonnaise, sour cream and lemon juice in a small bowl and com-

bine well. Serve with the fritters. 

 

Dipping Sauce 

 - 25g (1/2 cup) whole egg  

mayonnaise 

- 65g (1/4 cup) sour cream 

- 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice 



 

Nursery Natter! 
 Greetings to our beautiful families and a big warm welcome to our new families for 
this term. Our older babies are settling in so well and working hard on strengthening 
their current developing milestones. I feel as though the term has gone as fast as the 
babies growing skills.  
Activities such as push toys, rockers, balance beams and climbing are all planned to 
stimulate gross motor development. 
Sand play, shape sorting, eating independently, painting, play dough and grip toys all 
increase fine motor and manipulative development. 
Social interaction occurs through group play, waving hello and goodbye, separating 
well from parents, mirror activities and singing songs. 
Pop ups, peek-a-boo, art activities and craft also help the children experience differ-
ent textures and materials; this stimulates creative and cognitive development. Listed 
activities are just some of the experiences your child will have in the Nursery room 
as well as working with you to develop the  necessary milestones and goals. 
Just quick reminders of where everything is and what we do throughout the Nursery 
days to freshen our minds and also to fill in new families.  
In all our rooms we program for each child individually. We do this by observing each 
child, noting their actions and abilities, their strengths and what challenges they are 
ready for. The activities we plan are developmentally appropriate and goals are set 
for the child to achieve. 
In our room we have a weekly program as we work on certain skills for babies for 
several weeks until they accomplish that milestone. Our program will include sponta-
neous moments of children’s play, stories that we may feel is great for parents to 
know and accomplished goals with further planning. Our program is displayed on 
story park for you to have a look at and can make comments. Individual stories of 
your child’s learnings will be posted monthly on story park. You will also see samples 
of the babies’ ‘work’ displayed around the room. The babies have portfolios with doc-
umentations of certain significant moments or skills that they have achieved, it is lo-
cated next to the sign in/out sheet on your right with the medication folder. The cotes 
have your child’s names on them. In the morning, it is not compulsory to make the 
cot as we know the morning can get busy, so you can leave the sheets in the cot and 
we can make them when your child is ready for nap time.  
We welcome parent input in many ways. So please feel free to communicate with us 
about your child, our program, our room or our centre any time.  It is important to us 
that you feel comfortable coming to us to 
ask questions about your child and their 
day and how they are feeling. You can also 
communicate this information by writing it 
in the communication book right next to the 
baskets where you place your child’s be-
longings.  
We are excited to be learning and growing 
with our families. 
Gentle love and care; Miss Concy and 

Miss Moutushi 

 Miss Concy Miss Moutushi 



 

Senior Nursery Tales! 
Hello Families, 
 
First of all, I would like to welcome the new children who have come into our 
senior nursery room. Odette, Gabrielle and Camille have joined the little ducks 
family and have started to settle well. We are continuing to build a strong, trust-
ing and reciprocal relationship with the children. We also welcomed Emersyn, 
Ari, Marcello and Edward as they transitioned from the Nursery room and they 
have settled in wonderfully.  

 
We have had lots of events happening in the second term. We celebrated Nai-
doc week by engaging in aboriginal and Torres Strait islander cultural aware-
ness. We sung songs together as a class, listened to music, read aboriginal sto-
ries and created our very own aboriginal and torres strait islander artwork. We 
did rock painting, created our own boomerangs and even made bush bread! It 
was a fantastic experience for all our children to explore and respect diverse 
cultures around their environment. 

 
 

The Beach project was another focus we have been working on. A few children had visited 
the beach over the weekend so we wanted to incorporate this and the parent input into our 
program. We listened to the sounds you may hear at the beach, explored the sandpit using 
different funnels, spades and buckets and we even created lots of beach artwork! They ex-
panded on their creativity by making their own beach thongs, umbrellas, starfish, octopus’ and 
our own beach creation using sand and paint.  

 
One of our daily focuses has been Auslan sign language, which the children are responding 
well too. We’ve continued on with our “I would like to eat” song which the children enjoy. Some 
children will communicate their needs with us by using Auslan! Whether it’s 
as little as showing their hungry or they want water, they have been doing 
so well.  
 
Over the next two months we have many exciting things happening! Fa-
ther’s day is just around the corner, as well as Diwali and celebrating Hal-
loween. The ekka and zoo animals will be our next focus project. As most of 
the children have visited the ekka over the last two weeks. We will be further 
discussing Zoo animals and expanding on their interest. We will be doing 
this through play, during creative activities, and also socially in the outdoor 
environment. 
 
 

 

   

Miss Vanessa Miss Luana Miss Olivia 



 

Toddler time! 
Firstly, a big hello and welcome to our new families to our Toddler room for this term. We will 
work on supporting our new friends to develop a sense of belonging to their environment with 
us and their peers. 
We have celebrated Naidoc week by involving the children in some great Indigenous cultural 
activities that broaden their understanding of different ways of being, through painting, cook-
ing, listening to dreamtime stories, played musical instruments. Our children absolutely loved 
learning their famous children’s song, “Inanay”. 
We have been focusing on learning some basic body parts and our senses. Through dental 
week we have engaged the children in a learning opportunity to promote cleaning your teeth 
and why we should learn this important skill, discussed healthy foods to support our bodies 
and our teeth. 
Our main focus for the next few weeks will be, physical challenges both fine and gross motor, 
building language skills through, songs, reading books and dramatic play experiences. As well 
we will work on your child’s individual goal.  
Vicky, Peter and I have been checking out new activities to share with your child, fun based- 
learning, keep an eye out on Storypark. 
Throughout the next couple of weeks, I will be focusing on an indigenous cultural aspect, to 
promote respect and an inclusive environment, engaging in lots of stories, music and some 
hands- on natural experiences. We have recently added story-time to our  daily Acknowledge-
ment to Country, all the Children enjoy actively listening to an Indigenous story, next will be a 
yarning time, where children can share something with the centre. 
Our Garden gurus have been planting and watering lots of different seedlings, we have plant-
ed some vegetables as well, we are hoping to use them in some cooking experiences. We will 
be welcoming a new educator to our Toddie room her name is Kasia, she will be joining us on 
Mondays and Wednesdays to fill Peter and I on the days we are not here.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Mr Peter Miss Vicky Miss Di 



 

Junior Kindy column! 
 We have had a wonderful term two in junior kindy. Our exciting program kept 

the children thoroughly engaged and entertained providing ample activities 
and new experiences. We have celebrated lots of events throughout the cen-
tre, aboriginal dance tribe show for Reconciliation week was one of them. The 
children were able to learn about our ancestors and showed their respect for 
the land owners. Our Indigenous Doll “LuLu” is exploring some new culture 
through visiting children attheir homes and showing enrichment of her culture.  
 In our interest areas, the children are engaged in enjoyable interactions and 
are increasing their abilities to work collaboratively with other. Our Vet interst area  was pop-
ular for some time, where the children learnt to look after sick animals and showed their em-
pathy towards them.  
The children enhanced their knowledge about particular topics such as how to look after 
Ocean life. The children developed an awareness of the impact of human activities on the 
environment and what effects it has on the world around us. The children made their own 
jellyfish which are displayed in the room, to further their knowledge on sea life. We also ex-
plored how to keep our beaches clean and not to throwing any rubbish in the water as they 
hurt our sea life.  To extend on this some more, we explored the lifecycle of a frog.  
 

We continue on with our monthly Tri-care Visits, where all the children 
get the chance to spend some quality time with the residents. Our Tri-
care friends came into junior kindy and engaged in several activities, 
such as Ocean play-dough with sea shells, block building and dancing.  
 
To assist the children to achieve their physical development milestones, 
children participated in our Move and groove program. Children are 

learning spatial awareness and orient themselves through Pilates and Yoga. Yoga is incor-

porated in our daily program.  It improves flexibility, strength, balance and body awareness.  

 
Yoga brings the body and mind together and is built on three main elements – exercise, 
breathing and meditation. Both yoga and Pilates improve muscular and postural strength in 
children. 
We have some new friends who have joined us this term, Peggy and 

Olive. Huge thanks to the families for their input in the programme and 

feedback about the room. We are working towards achieving chil-

dren’s goals. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate and 

speak to one of our educators in the room.   

 

 

 

 

Miss Sukhi Miss Lauren Miss Kristel Miss Savita 



As you all may have noticed we have had a few new faces in our room – with some new friends transi-

tioning up from Junior kindy and also new children to our service, not to mention Miss Kirsten who has 

started in our room 5 days a week.  We would like to welcome you all and are very excited to have you 

with us in Senior Kindy.  Miss Mitaly is still very much a part of our room as she comes in to cover during 

the day and also is our Outdoor educator so every day, we still get to play with her.  

We are trialing some changes in our routine which we would like to share with you all.  Firstly, we have 

started doing a progressive morning and afternoon tea in the room.  This means that children who are 

not hungry at our normal morning tea/afternoon tea time can have their snacks when they are hungry, as 

often the children will say they are not wanting their snacks, but may be hungry half an hour later. Two 

tables are set up for this at all times, whilst we have lots of other experiences at the other tables and 

carpet areas.  This is giving the children the chance to listen to their own body needs and take responsi-

bility for their own health and wellbeing.  Our lunch times will still be the same as this way we all get to-

gether as a group to eat, which is nice for the children and creates conversation.   

Another change we are trialing is our rest time routine. As most of the children in our room are no longer 

sleeping, during this period the children are offered to sit on their pilates mats and have some relaxation/

meditation time, whether it be listening to meditation stories, doing guided pilates, reading books or just 

some time for them to reconnect and care for their mind, body and soul.  After 

½ hour quiet time, we open the doors so the children can engage in indoor/

outdoor experiences.  If you have any queries about this, please do not hesi-

tate to come and talk to us. 

We have made some changes to our room layout as well, this is extending on 

the interests of the children, as we have noticed that the children are really 

involved in their dramatic play experiences recently and another favourite has 

been our art station – where they love to choose their own materials and initiate their own ideas through 

this, especially with drawing and cutting.  We have made both these areas bigger to accommodate the 

growing participation from the children. 

Over the coming few months, we will be preparing for one of our favorite events, Fa-

ther’s day and choosing what gifts we think our Dad’s would like,  we have talked to the 

children about what their Daddy’s/special peopeople like and are providing a variety of 

different gifts for them to choose from – so it reflects their own Dad/special people (in 

the children’s eyes).  We look forward to having lots of Dad’s come in for our special 

Father’s Day Afternoon tea – we will ensure we give you the date well in advance so you 

can come and join us. 

We have not received very many family photos – so it would be awesome if you could 

bring in a family photo for us to put on the wall.  The children love this and it gives them the opportunity 

to talk about their families and also gives them a sense 

of belonging to our room.  We would also love if you 

could share some important events/dates that reflect 

your heritage or something that is important to you as 

a family, as we love to talk about 

our different backgrounds and 

share information with the group.  

This gives children the opportunity 

to learn about other cultures and 

also to respect similarities and 

differences within our community.  

Come and see us if you have any 

queries about this. 

 

Senior Kindy catch up! 

Miss Leighanne Miss Kirsten 



First of all, I would like to welcome our new families and children to our kindergarten. We are 
continuing to support and building a strong trusting and reciprocal relationship with the chil-
dren who have recently joined our Little Ducks family. 
We have had a busy time in Kindergarten over the past few months. We began the term with 
NAIDOC week, by reading the book about “Welcome to Country” to acknowledge the tradi-
tional owners of this land.  Throughout the week, we have planned variety of activities – 
Damper cooking experience, instruments play and boomerang art craft to support children’s 
understanding about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and their strong connection to 
place, language and histories.  
Caring and respecting our environment is another focus, by co-operate with sustainability 
program with Miss Leighanne. We have discussed the importance of reducing or eliminating 
the use of single use plastic such as, shopping bags, cling wrap, zip lock bags in our daily 
life.  
For the new term coming, there are several things we will be focusing on. Particularly close 
working on each child’s term goal and input into our weekly program. 
We have also made some changes to the room with lots of ideas and help from our kindy 
children. These changes are basic on enhancing and supporting on children’s developments 
and interests such as fine and gross motor skills, imagination and creativity and verbal com-
munication. 
We are continuing on with our weekly sessions with Mr Phil through our Nabei Indigenous 
games program. Each week we are learning more about the Indigenous culture and their 
heritage. We are then able to embed and further our knowledge throughout our planned ex-
periences.  
Through the weekly French lessons with Miss Corinne, the children have been focusing on 
French greetings, the colours and numbers. From these lessons, we display the weekly fo-
cus in our room for us to continue on with in between our lessons.  
We are incredibly excited, as we have just received an amazing new re-
source order filled with resources that enhance our current interests. Musi-
cal instruments, construction items, art, dramatic play dress ups, home cor-
ner equipment and resources to further develop our literacy and numeracy 

development.  
 

If there is anything that you would like us to focus on, 

do not be hesitated to talk with us.  

 

 

Kindergarten Program! 

Mr Matt Miss Jenny 



Milestone Guides how to use them?  

There is a new train of thought supported by research indicating there are optimal 

times of development rather than critical times. This indicates that milestone guides 

should be used very much as guides only. Each child develops uniquely and learns and 

experiences at different rates. They may be exploring one area of development more 

intensely and then follow on to another balancing it out in time. Therefore, it is im-

portant to not rush or force a child’s learning and development but provide support and 

gently encourage the child. Rushing or pushing may result in the child having adverse 

feelings to activities and later avoiding it, having larger repercussions to their develop-

ment and health. Research now supports that if there is a delay in development the 

plasticity of the brain will allow time for the child to ‘catch up’.   

The important thing in respect to a child’s development is that parents and carers are 

aware of where children are at and encouraging children through activities that will bol-

ster development. Through group movement programs children learn gross and fine mo-

tor skills, problem solving, cognitive skills and emotional awareness.  

 

We are excited to share an exclusive discount for all Little Ducks families to the Kids 

Heart Pilates online programs that you can access from home and hook up to your smart 

TV. See the links below for more information and use ‘LITTLEDUCKS’ in the coupon 

code for 15% off or see the link below for 

an exclusive little ducks offer and re-

ceive a 12 month membership free with 

the purchase of a Mummy & Tummy Post-

natal & baby develop- ment membership.  

241 - https://

Kids heart Pilates 

https://www.kidsheartpilates.com.au/blog/register/membership-2-for-1/


As you are aware, Sustainability is very evidently embedded within our Service and the past few months we 

have seen some really great learning for the children with this area.  You may have noticed that the children 

have all been busy working on their gardens, both learning how to grow plants from seeds and using eco pots 

(which are biodegradable), and growing foods from using scraps (celery, potatoes, Carrots and capsicum). 

Through this we are teaching the children where plants come from, what we need to do to help them to grow 

and also that we do not need to throw ball our scrap into the compost/worm farm – but use them to grow new 

plants. 

For the rest of the month of August we will be growing a variety of different flowers and vegetables from 

seeds, which we will transplant into our gardens throughout the centre when they are established.  If your 

child wishes to take their plants home – you are most welcome as the children are excited to see them starting 

to grow and want to share this experience with you all. 

During our Nude food/Plastic free July – we were very excited to see such a reduced amount of packaging to 

come into the service.  The children were very proud to show us all their lunchboxes and many of the children 

have already received their free Beeswax wrap for having zero packaging throughout the month.  As well as 

this – we are getting feedback from many of our wonderful families about what 

they are doing at home as well – recalling what the children have been teaching 

them and implementing it into their family life as well – that is amazing. 

A big thank you to the families who have been bringing in bottle tops for our Envi-

sion project – where bottle tops with the recycle symbol 2 or 4 are melted down 

and used to make prosthetic limbs for children in underdeveloped countries – if you would like any further 

information about this – please do not hesitate to come and see me and I will 

show you or alternatively you can look up “Envision Hands” on the internet and 

you will be able to learn more about this. 

We are also still collecting our  10c bottles for Containers for Change and these 

will be used to help buy more items for our Sustainability program within the 

centre.  We are aware many families do this themselves or for other organisations, but if you have any and do 

not know what to do with them, please bring them in and place them in the box in 

the sustainability hub and we will take them to the depot for disposal. 

If there are any topics which you would like to see us incorporate into our pro-

gram, please do not hesitate to come and let myself or your child’s educators 

know…………thanks 

 

 

 

Sustainability  Program! 

Miss Leighanne 



 

Move & Groove Program! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been very active over the past few months – with the month of July we were focus-

ing on Running and August on overarm throwing.  You may think that these are easy skills for the chil-

dren to achieve, but the purpose of our program is to ensure that the children learn how to perform 

these skills properly – developing skills that will benefit them for life. 

It was fascinating to see the different levels of running within our centre, and to see how passionate 

the children were about learning how to focus on learning the correct technique, ensuring that they 

were not running with their arms going across their body but forward and back instead.  This made a 

big difference to the number of children who were overbalancing or falling over whilst running as they 

lost balance and coordination due to not knowing the correct technique involved.  We will be continu-

ing to remind them of their technique in the future. 

With our overarm throwing , we started to focus on technique, direction and control using a small 

bean bag at first as these were easier for the children to manipulate, and as their skill improved we 

introduced larger balls – challenging the children even further.  The children are doing a great job and 

it is rewarding to see the improved control and direction the children are displaying. 

Over the next month we will be focusing on leaping for the older children and jumping and running for 

the younger children as this skill is aimed for 3-5 year olds.  Leaping occurs when both feet lift off the 

ground to cover a distance/go over an obstacle, which is difficult for the younger children to achieve -

but with doing both running and jumping we are preparing them to learn this skill. 

If there are any other skills you would like us to focus on in our Move and Groove program, please do  

not hesitate to come and let us know 

 

Miss Leighanne 


