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Firstly I would like to take the opportunity to Welcome everyone back to the Centre 
for 2019! I hope everyone had a fantastic holiday season and are all ready for the 
great things to come in 2019. I am so excited to be apart of the Little Ducks family this 
year, we have some exciting plans this year and the team is ready to create and 
implement some creative and exciting educational programs. 
 
We are hard at work on our goals for our Quality improvement plan and reconciliation 
action plan. We recently received our flags to display at the centre and have 
connected with the local Turrbal people to assist us in developing our 
Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
I love this sector so much, this is the one job where we can work with families, the 
community and children to truly inspire, support and be involved the lives of the next 
generation of thinkers, leaders who may one day change the world in ways we cant 
even imagine. Our jobs would not be possible if it wasn't for the relationships we build 
with you, as you know your children better than everyone and you are their first 
teacher, their security and their favorite people. We cherish this responsibility and we 
welcome you to be involved with our Centre and programs as much or as little as you 
like, but please know the door is always open for ideas, input and your involvement. 
 
Over the next few weeks, you will receive quite a bit of information from the 
educators in your child’s room and from the office. Clarity and communication is very 
important to us and we want to insure you fully understand what to expect on each 
level at the Centre, as well as what to expect from the team and myself.  
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter  and a great year at Little Ducks 
Fortitude Valley. 
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Educator Spotlight  

Emalieh 
Nursery Educator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Emalieh has been working with us since Early 2018. Recently Emalieh 
has begun working as the Educator in our Nursery. Emalieh loves see-
ing the babies learn new skills and develop attachments. Emalieh says 

the nursery is such a rewarding role and being able to work closely with 
families is vitally important to ensure each child’s individual routines 

are consistent with their routine at home. 
 

 
 



Our Favourite Resources! 

Upcoming Events 
February Events 
 
Friday 1st—Water Play Day! 
Bring a pair of swimmers and a change of clothes, we are about to get hands on 
with a range of fun water activities, science and maths! All while getting 
soaked! 
 
Wednesday 6th—Waitangi Day—New Zealand Holiday 
Waitangi Day is the national day of New Zealand, and commemorates the sign-
ing, on 6 February 1840, of the Treaty of Waitangi. Ceremonies take place 
at Waitangi, Northland to commemorate the signing of the treaty, which is re-
garded as New Zealand's founding document.  
 
Thursday 14th  - Valentines Day 
Come join us at 3pm for an afternoon tea and 
craft session! 
 
 

Create small, simple marble runs or 
more complex structures with the 
colourful slot-together plastic pieces. 
The marbles will disappear inside the 
columns, roll down the variety of 
chutes and spin through the paddle 
wheels.  
 
Marble runs are great for developing 
logical thinking and fosters hand-eye 

coordination. This Marble Run set Includes over 80 track pieces and 20 
marbles.   
 
Available by Parent Direct (www.parentdirect.com.au) 



Easy Art! 

Health Information 
CPR Training for a GOLD COIN DONATION! 

 
 

CPR is a vitally important skill for the community and for Families With 
76% of Cardiac arrests occurring at home, Lady Cilento and 
Queensland Ambulance Service are providing CPR training which 
takes roughly 90 minutes every month all for a Gold Coin Donation! 
 

Visit Childrens.health.qld.gov.au to register 
 

Alternatively,  all educators attend CPR training yearly hosted at the 
service, if you would like to attend our next session please contact 
the office. 

 
The cure for summer 
boredom is as close as your 
recycling bin. With just a few 
simple supplies, little hands 
can keep busy while going 
green. Come sail the seven 
seas in your own backyard 
with these fun recycled cork 
boats!  
 

 
 
What you will Need 
- 3 corks for each boat 
- acrylic paint and paintbrush 
- hot glue gun 
- scrap paper 
- scissors 
- Toothpick  
 

Instructions 
1. Paint the corks 
2. Glue 3 corks together 
3. Cut the corner of a piece of 

paper to make a mast 
4. Poke a tooth pick through the 

corners of the paper to make a 
sail 

5. Add some water and set sail! 



 

Nursery 
Dear Nursery families, 
 
We wish you a very happy new year of 
2019 and hope that you had a great 
holidays together with your family. 
 
With the onset of new year, we are 
quite excited about all the wonderful 
time, fun, learning and development we 
will be having with our beautiful ba-
bies. 
 
Over the last months we have been witnessing so many developments 
happening in our babies and it was wonderful to support and extend 
their learning which has been not only fun for our babies but educative 
as well. They loved getting engaged both individually and as a team into 
those activities and practice and develop on different developmental 
areas.  
 
We will continue our journey to support, extend and help our little ones 
to both develop as an individual and also in a social group so as to sup-
port all round development. 
 
For little babies, motor skills has been a big interest and hence this 
would be a major focus to help them grow and develop on this area. We 
will also be working on the sensory skills as this is another popular inter-

est for our little babies.  
 
They love to explore the world 
around with their senses and this has 
been fun to learn with different fun 
filled activities. Other topics we will 
be looking forward to teach our little 
ones would be on their identity , 
where we would giving them ample 
opportunities to explore their own 



 

Nursery 
identity as a individual and in a social environment. Language is areas 
we will be moving on too. Lots of singing, interactions and pictures is 
always fun. 
 
For older babies, we will going with intentional learning and teaching 
across all domains of learning. As some of our babies would be transi-
tioning soon to Senior Nursery, we will be focussing on this and getting 
them ready through the transition process and making them more inde-
pendent with the self help skills. 
 
Language has been a big interest and hence we will continue to extend 
and learn on this area over the coming days. Books are a big interest 
and amazing way to teach and practice our children with their language 
which is a part of our daily curriculum. Alongside free play and pretend 
play, cooking have been some great way to learn and practice our lan-
guage skills. 
 
Our babies have been showing great interest with exploring the world 
around them and learn as they explore, experiment and research their 
own interest areas. We are amazed with their cognitive development 
and hence would continuing to help them explore and extend on this 
interest. 
 
Social skills and development will be yet another focus we are keen to 
teach our babies. They have been doing well with this skills and we have 
watched some wonderful sharing and turn taking skills, however as we 
have multi age group of babies, we will be learning and practicing skills 
to be respectful and empathetic towards each other through different 
real and pretend play activities. 
 
Last but not the least our babies social, emotional and physical well-
being has been a great focus and hence through the coming new year, it 
stays on our priority list too. We will be working on this area taking into 
account individual interests and skills. 
 



 

Senior Nursery / Toddler 
A big Happy New Year and Welcome to the 
Senior Nursery/Toddler room. This Year 
Miss Megan and I will be in the Senior 
Nursery/Toddler room.  
 
The children have begun to settle into 
their room after the Christmas break. We 
welcome some familiar faces back into the 
room after Christmas. The children have continue to form bonds with 
the other children and with Miss Megan and I. This year we will work-
ing on the children self-help skills, language and social skills as they en-
gage with the other children.  
 
This month we will be focusing on creating a vibrant new learning envi-
ronment to support the range of skills for each child and get underway 
with some exciting activities such as cooking, craft, sustainability and 
our famous move and groove program! 
 
We will provide the love and support as we guide the children to 
achieve new things and extend on their own interest. If you have any 
question regarding your child development, please see me and I will 
more than happy to discuss it with you. We are excited to start this fun 
journey of learning with you and your child in 2019.  
 
Love Miss Vicki and Miss Megan 



 

Junior Kindy 
The new year has come and it’s 2019 already, 
we hope everyone has had a happy and safe 
start to the new year. Starting off the new 
year with smiles on our faces, we welcome all 
our new friends and their families into the 
Junior Kindy classroom. Getting to know each 
and every one who shares the Junior Kindy 
classroom with us, we’ve also said goodbye to 
some friends as they move forward into the 
Kindy program and their friends here in Junior 
Kindy can’t wait to ask them about their new 
room.  
 
As we all settle into the new year, we’ve been spending time catching up with what 
we’ve missed when some of us went away on holidays. Sharing new interests and ideas 
that the children have discovered during the holiday period, bringing those into the 

classroom and seeing how we could incorporate 
those into our daily activities. This year we real-
ly want to incorporate more of the children’s 
voices in our planning, along with the voices of 
the families who make up our classroom. If 
there is anything special from their week, cul-
tural events coming up or an experience you 
wish to share with us, we’d love to hear about 
these and work together with our families to 
incorporating these aspects into our program 
and planning for the children. Sharing and 

learning about the diverse cultures that make up our community is an important part 
of our room, this year we will be looking at exploring all the cultures that make up our 
room. It’s always amazing to see the children being able to explore the world beyond 
Australia without even having to leave the country, and sometimes along the way, they 
even pick up a few words that they continue 
to use in their play and interactions.  
 
Moving forward into 2019 here in Junior Kindy, 
we want to be able to support each child as 
they are beginning their learning Journey for 
this year. We can’t wait to see where these 
journeys will take us and how they will shape 
our room. 
  
Mr Jamie and Miss Toni  



 

Kindergarten 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to Kindergarten Program, 
2019. I understand the mixed feelings 
of yours when hearing the word, 
‘Transition’. Your child may be little 
apprehensive going to Kindergarten 
at the beginning, but we will be doing 
our best to have a smooth transition 
into our classroom. You may also have 
so many questions about what your 
child learns and will do at kindergar-
ten. 
 

I assure you that your child’s safety and 
wellness is number one priority where 
He/She is valued highly in our classroom 
community. I will do my best to make 
this year enjoyable for your child and 
also engage in real learning experiences. 
This is going to be an exciting year for 
your child with excitement, fun and lots 
of learning while playing. Our daily prac-

tices will focus on social and Emotional, and Cognitive skills. Planned 
and unplanned experiences, Projects, challenging activities will take 
place throughout the year depending on the interest of the children. 
These skills will help your child’s success in school and in life.  
 
Kindergarten programme starts by the 
end of this month. As you are the first 
teacher and parent who know your child 
better than anyone, all I ask you is to be-
come a partner with me in your child’s 
journey. To make your child’s learning ef-
fective, would you please take a moment 
to write about your child’s interests, 



 

Kindergarten 
strengths and concerns, hobbies and special talents.  
 
would love to know who your child really is. This helps me plan to ex-
pand their knowledge and to upgrade their skills. Any information you 
share with me about your child is confidential and by doing this we will 
be able to work towards a successful year together effectively. 
 
 

What to bring to kindy: 
 Backpack with two sets of clothes and 

hats. 
 Sheet and blanket for rest time if your 

child needs a sleep (Note: Most of the 
children do not have a sleep in our 
class. They involve in quiet/ relaxed ac-
tivities with soothing music at the back-
ground). 

 Drink bottle with name on it. 
 Healthy food in a container where chil-

dren learn to open and close by them-
selves or with some help at the start until they master the skills. 
This is for children who have no centre food. 

 
 



Healthy Habits! 

Super Simple Time Saving Recipes you can do 
 with your Children! 

 
2 Ingredient Chocolate Fudge!! 

Ingredients 
450 g dark chocolate melts 
1 tin sweetened condensed milk 
 
Method 
1. Line a 20cm x 20cm square cake tin with baking paper and set aside. 
2. In a heatproof bowl, melt the chocolate in the microwave by heating 
half the amount for 1 minute and then stirring. Add the remaining 
chocolate and keep stirring. Heat in 10 second bursts until all of the 
chocolate is me 
3. Stir in condensed milk until well combined. 
4. Pour into the lined tin and refrigerate until set. 
 

3 Ingredient Fruit Cake 
Ingredients 
1 kg mixed dried fruit 
2 1/2 cups (625ml) fruit juice 
2 cups self-raising flour 
Method 
1. Place mixed dried fruit in a medium saucepan and pour over 2 cups 
of fruit juice. 
2. Bring to the boil, reduce heat to low and simmer for 3 minutes. Re-
move from heat and leave to cool for 2 hours. 
3. Preheat oven to 150°C fan-forced or 170°C conventional. Line a 
20cm round spring form tin with baking paper and set aside. 
4. Sift the self-raising flour over the soaked fruit and stir well until 
completely combined. Use the remaining half cup of juice if needed to 
make a moist mixture. 
5. Pour into cake tin and bake for 2 hours on the lowest shelf. 
6. Remove from oven and leave cake to cool entirely in the tin. 
7. Wrap in foil and keep in an airtight container for 2-3 days before slic-
ing. 


