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Hello to our families, 

Thank you for taking the time to share this edition of the newsletter with me.  

We have been incredibly busy here at Annerley of the past few months. We have had an 

array of community involvement opportunities that we have been apart of, which has 

been a privilege for us here at Little Ducks. We joined forces with Hear and Say  and 

raised awareness for loud shirt day. In raising awareness for children with hearing im-

pairments, we had Katie a speech therapist come and give a talk to the children regard-

ing hearing aids and the importance of inclusion surrounding this area.  

As you may have seen proudly displayed on our front door, we are very excited to an-

nounce that we have been recognised for our strong values in inclusion throughout our 

service.  

We have also recently developed our Reconciliation action plan, this has been created and 

published through reconciliation Australia. We have this displayed in our foyer for you to 

access and have a read over at any time.  

We are in full swing for our preparations for next year, as we have had a very successful 

stay and play session, for the new as well as existing families who will be joining us next 

year. 

We do have a couple of exciting upcoming events over the  

coming weeks, that we have been busy preparing for. Please take 

note of these dates in our upcoming colander events of events.  

 

Until next time,  

 

Mellissa.  

 

35 Waldheim Street 
Annerley QLD  4103 
Phone (07) 3848 7688 
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Upcoming Events! 

        

 Wednesday 7th November: Diwali 

Festival of lights. Hindu festival of 

lights is celebrated every year. 

  
 

 

 

 
  
  
 Sunday 11th-19th November: 

National recycling week. We will be 

focusing on the environmental ben-

efits of recycling.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday 11th November Remem-

brance Day. We will be paying our 

respects to the men and woman 

who sacrificed their lives for our 

country  

 

 Wednesday 14th November: 

Teddy Bear’s picnic. Please bring 

along your favourite teddy to join 

in the fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thursday 29th November from 

4.30-6pm:  

Kindergarten Graduation 

Come along and help us celebrate the 

year that was for the kindergarten chil-

dren, before they head off for school.  
  

 Friday 7th December from 4.00-

6pm:  

Children’s Christmas party. Come 

along and share in some Christmas fes-

tivities with us here at Annerley.  

 

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Centre closed between 24th  

           December– 30th December.  



Reminders 

 

Centre Birthdays! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  
Oscar, Clara, Jack.B, Ryder, Michael, Sophie.E, 
Arkie, Te One, Maisie, Jude, Johannes, Lia, 
Mya, Sadie, Mia.Q, Jonah, Milana, Marianna, 
Oliver.H, Marcella, Alessa, Jack, Camilla, Ja-
mie, Ang, Lucy.T & Uzair.  
 

We value your input and 
feedback so please refer 
to the Policy Review 
Folder in the foyer for 
more information or to 
provide any comments 
or suggestions. The   
policies/procedures in 
review during Nov/Dec 

 Additional Needs policy 

 Anti-Bias & Cultural diversi-
ty policy 

 First Aid policy 

 Inclusion policy 

 Nutrition Policy 

 Educator Professional De-
velopment policy 

 Educators course study 
policy 

 Rest time policy 

 Transition policy 

 Transitioning children be-
tween environments 

 

 

Policy Reviews 

Dear families,  
If your family will be taking any time off over the Christmas/
holiday period, please inform the office so that we are able to 
enter it into the system for you.  
 
Also, if your child will be heading off to school next year, 
please provide us with your child’s end date.  

 



Recipe of the month! 

 

 

 

Method:  

 

Zucchini fritters  
 

2  eggs 

1/4  red onion grated 

1/2  zucchini grated 

2 tablespoons grated carrot 

 

Beat eggs and add remaining ingredients, season for taste. 

 

Heat a small non-stick frying pan over medium heat. 

 

Spoon 2 x 2 tablespoons of mixture into the pan, leaving room for 

spreading. 

 

Cook for 2 minutes each 

side  



 

Nursery Natter! 
 Greetings families!  

What a wonderful few months it has been, watching the 

babies grow and accomplish their milestones. As we reach 

the end of the year, we've got several more goals to meet, 

to have a smooth transition to the bigger room by our old-

er babies. In the last two months we will be transitioning 

our older babies to one nap per day and rest times will be 

on the mat on the floor. The reason for this transition is 

because in the Senior Nursery and Toddlers rooms, they will be having the one 

nap and on beds. This transition does not apply to our younger babies that still 

requires more than one rest and that are still young.  

 

The children have shown great interest in particular expe-

riences and activities. We will be extending and continuing 

on with children’s interests for the rest of the year with 

an ongoing and reflective practice. Children are observed to 

be engaging in rhymes such as: “row, row, row your boat”, 

“old McDonald” and “heads, shoulders, knees and toes”. 

Children are also developing their motor skills as they challenge their abilities to 

climb high surfaces and balance, we will be planning obstacles that encourages 

these developmental areas as well as ball activities for physical abilities. Senso-

ry play has proven to be the most popular interest at the moment with sand, 

playdough, paint and other sensory materials. The above mentioned are just a 

few of the activities that will be planned in the Nursery room and with the in-

clusion of children’s own choice activities. 

The weather is getting warmer, this means more water play, so it would be won-

derful if we could have extra changes of clothing in your child's bag. In the 

mornings we may be outside at drop offs, we advise that you apply sunscreen to 

your child in the morning, we will also have sunscreen visible in the play area and 

in the rooms if needed. If you need your child to ac-

complish any goals or skills, 

please let us know. We wish you 

the very best of the last part 

of 2018.  

Kindly, Miss Concy and Miss  

Viji.  

 

 



 

Senior Nursery Tales! 
We began September by working on the farm ani-

mal project. To work on our farm animal project, we 

gathered some grass, made a pond out of recycled 

cardboard and gathered an array of animals as well 

as pictures experience in the farm. By looking at 

the pictures, we were able to explore a range of 

farm animals, their names and the sounds they make. We were so proud of our 

little ones and their knowledge in naming the animals and the sounds that they 

make. Then we extended onto our space station, which was extending on with the 

children’s interest in spotting the moon in the sky. Since creating this space sta-

tion, the children have displayed a keen interest in the area. Children have been 

able to stand in the rocket ship and we been taking multiple trips per day to visit 

the moon. To extended on further from that, we 

have also hung up our planets with some fairy lights 

and have been seeing the children laying down in 

the nook and looking up at the fairy lights and plan-

ets.  

 

We had lots of cultural celebrations over the past 

two months as well; Brazil Independence Day, Moon 

Festival and Diwali festival. It was a great experi-

ence to introduce different cultural events to the children as they have also 

shown their respect for a diverse culture around the world 

 

You would not believe that children’s verbal communication has developed rapidly. 

The Children are communicating with us using both verbal and nonverbal communi-

cation, which has been so wonderful to be apart of.   

 

As the weather is getting warmer, we will be planning lots of water play with 

children. We are very much looking forward to lots of 

messy play, so please ensure that your child has extra 

clothing in their bag. 

 

Until next time, 

Miss Erin, Jenny & Luana  

 
 

 



 

Toddler time! 
Hi Families, 

 

 We had a couple of new children and families joining us during the 

past few months, it was good to see our new friends settling in and 

enjoying their days with us at Little Ducks. 

 

We have been working on a couple of projects with the children 

over the past few months. We had our insect and bug exploration 

project which was based on the children’s interest in seeking in-

sects in the yard. We had a variety of fun activities and experienc-

es for children to learn about insects. We explored the differences 

between a moth and a butterfly, the life cycle of a butterfly and a 

silk worm. Also, learning the name of different insects, and getting to know the parts of 

an insect etc. 

 

We celebrated the Moon Festival with the children, and they were keen to explore the 

moon and space since. So we started another project to extend their interest. We spent 

time together learning about the solar system, UFO, Aliens, and 

explored the differences between a spaceship and a rocket etc. 

 

During the National Nutrition Week, we learned about the im-

portance of good nutrition. We promoted healthy eating habits 

by introducing Healthy Eating Pyramid to the children through 

learning experiences.  

 

 

We had Mrs Roshini to come in for the Diwali show to celebrate the Diwali Festival with 

the children at Little Ducks. It was a great opportunity for the children to learn and re-

spect different cultures. 

 

To celebrate Loud Shirt Day, we had Katie,  listening and spoken language specialist to 

come in to talk to the children about our ears. She introduced the super power of those 

special hearing aids for children with hear-

ing loss. 

 

 

 

Until next time, 

Vicky, Mitaly & Fatima  

 

 

 



 

Junior Kindy column! 
 In the Junior Kindy room we have been learning about 

Minibeasts, the children explored, all different kinds of 

bugs and insects, from Spiders, ladybugs, worms, silk 

worms, caterpillars an butterfly’s. They also got to cre-

ate and watch these minibeasts through different sorts 

of media - Drawing,  craft, painting, food, documen-

taries, pictures and more.  

 

Cooking experiences have included -  Sultana cake, mini muffins, apple ladybugs 

and more. Cooking is a great way to help the children with understanding of 

healthy foods and sometime foods. Cooking also helps the children with maths, 

comprehension, science, self -esteem, communication and life skills. 

Diwali show:- We have celebrated our Diwali show at little ducks. Miss Roshini 

explained to the children why we celebrate Diwali in India. She planned a role 

play activity, where some of the children dressed up as King and queen. Miss 

Roshini described that it’s a festival of lights, people celebrate Diwali in India 

because Lord Rama came back to Ayudhiya after fourteen year of exile. Chil-

dren enjoyed the dancing and dress up with disco lights. 

Due to the children’s interest we have also been learning and building on our let-

ter recognition through Jolly Phonics and what letter each child’s name starts 

with. Phonics helps children to build their reading and connecting a letter to a 

sound. Children are also able to improve their English spelling and pronunciation 

which helps them in developing good communication skills 

 

Parent Notice - Children are starting to show more 

interest and confidence with using the toilet. So 

most of our children are either on third way to being 

toilet trained or are ready for undies. Weather is 

changing and we will be more in water play so please 

pack spare set of clothes that labelled. 

 

 

Miss Savita, Miss Kristel, Miss Moutushi and Miss 

Carla.  

 

 



We have had a very busy third term 

with the children having the best 

time learning all about Space and the 

planets as well as fun in our Super 

Hero interest area and Home corner 

using different props and new natu-

ral materials. 

The children really got into our short study on insects and seemed keen to do more. As it 

was during the school holidays and several children were away etc. we have decided to do 

more this term. Now that the warmer weather is here hopefully we will be able to find a 

few  “Real” insects to study. 

For our “fourth and final” term of the year, we will be learning quite a bit about our bod-

ies and how they work.  We have extended on this interest from the children’s stories 

about their four year injections as well as our health and nutrition week activities.  

The children are role playing in our Children’s Hospital area extending their language 

skills using medical terms naming body parts and medical props in their play. They will be 

learning about how many bones we have in our bodies and the importance of our skeleton 

holding us up. We will also be touching on a little about our skin, muscles and tissue etc. 

and the important roles our lungs, heart, stomachs and intestines play. As the children 

are already engaged in this play, we have noticed several children with great potential 

for being medical practitioners one day. The interest in this play area is full on daily with 

great participation having several children offering to be the patients as well as Doctors 

and Nurses.  

As this is our final term we will also be revising on a few basic early writing skill activi-

ties, counting skills and word pronunciation etc. as well as other cognitive activities help-

ing prepare the children for next year. 

We feel the children have been developing well in all areas and have matured so much 

just over the past couple of months. We love the fun conversations we share with them 

and sharing in their play whenever possible really getting to know them before they move 

on.  

We are looking forward to our fun Christmas activities coming up not too far away and 

we hope the children have enjoyed a fun year with us. 

If you have any concerns or specific areas you would like us to focus on with your child to 

finish off the year, please let us 

know. We are here to help. 

I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank all of our parents 

for your support and positive 

feedback we have had over the 

year and hope you all enjoy the 

rest of the year with us.  

 

Senior Kindy catch up! 



Getting ready for school … 

 

Not long to go until the children transition to school, and in 

a month it will be graduation!! We have been busy practising 

our graduation songs.  

Over the last few weeks we have been learning about school 

rules. Many of the schools have the three Bs; Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsi-

ble.  

The first step has been many discussions and research into what does safety, re-

spect and responsibility look likes and sound like in kindergarten.  We then created 

rules and to the children’s delight many of the guiding rules in kindergarten are the 

same.  

We also have been busy revising the alphabet, counting, number and letter recogni-

tion, common shapes and time.  

As the children have grown quite a lot in the last few months we have introduced a 

number of games. These games are commonly used in school physical education les-

sons. We often play; rob the nest, cats and dogs, shark in the pond, what’s the time 

Mr Wolf and many more. This is great for well being.  

We had the prep teachers from Mary Immaculate come and share a book with the 

children. They were delighted with the children and how well they listened and were 

engaged throughout the time they spent together. This was great feed back  for all 

of the children.  

In term 4, we have two new programs for the children to enjoy, Yoga and Raw Art. 

The children are really enjoying these activities , learn-

ing to relax a little bit  while engaging in some every 

mild exercises and participating in raw art is certainly 

developing some great art work. Our dream catchers 

look so lovely and bright and we have some awesome 

looking insects on display. 

Graduation Day is Thursday the 29th November.  

 

Joann and Di 

 

Kindergarten Program! 



Starting school is an important time in the lives of children and families. A positive start 

can help your child develop a lifelong love of learning.  

The first year of school (Prep) is full of new and exciting experiences. Families play a 

significant role in supporting their child to have a positive transition to school. All chil-

dren have different interests, needs and motivations and your child’s transition from 

kindy to Prep will be unique.  

You can help your child to feel more comfortable about starting school by engaging in 

everyday activities that help to build their self-confidence, such as: • sharing stories • 

playing simple family games • going to the park to play with other children and families • 

playing games that help develop their physical skills like ball games. Take time to talk 

about starting school and the routines your child is likely to experience at school, for 

example: • playing with new friends • going to the library and music lessons • using the 

playground equipment • learning new skills. Getting to know your school community also 

plays a big part in helping your child feel safe, confident and welcome in their new envi-

ronment. Remember to support your child’s wellbeing during the first term by making 

sure they have plenty of time to rest, play and relax. 

Here are some ways you can help your child at this important time. Your child You know 

your child best, and know what they need to have a great start to school. • Make time to 

talk, read and relax before school starts and over the first few weeks of school. • Talk 

about how your child is feeling and try to adjust routines at home to match their moods 

and energy levels. From home to school Help your new Prep teacher get to know your 

child. Talk to the teacher about: • your child’s interests • how your child learns • your 

goals for your child. From kindy to school Going to kindy is an important way to help chil-

dren get ready for school. Kindy helps your child: • build confidence • make friends • de-

velop a love of learning. You can ask your child’s kindy teacher about starting school and 

about your child’s transition statement. Sharing your child’s transition statement with 

your new school will help the teacher learn about your child’s strengths and interests, 

and will support their planning to make your child’s transition a positive one. Build your 

child’s confidence Help to build your child’s coping skills and increase their self-

confidence by finding answers to their questions or concerns together. • Talk to your 

child about how to ask for help and model what to say. • Ask your child’s kindy teacher 

for ideas about how you can help your child to start school. • Talk through some “what 

will I do if…?” situations with your child, for example “what will I do if my yoghurt 

spills?” Your local area Knowing your local area can help your family feel more comforta-

ble when starting school. • Walk or ride around the area to find special spots like the 

library or park. • Make a map of how to get to school together. • Take some photographs 

of the school to share with extended family members. Feeling of belonging in the school 

community Encourage your child to feel that they belong at their new school by: • at-

tending school events with your child, such as transition sessions and open day events • 

helping in the tuckshop or uniform shop • spending time in your child’s classroom • going 

to school P&C nights.  

Creating a successful transition to school 
https://qed.qld.gov.au/earlychildhood 



Well we certainly have been very busy in our move and groove program 

over the past few months.  As mentioned in the previous newsletter, we 

extended on our throwing and catching skill, and I was absolutely amazing 

to see the improvement in the children as they perfected these skills. 

They did such a great job and it was rewarding to see not only that they 

were proficient in these skills,  but they were showing great technique, 

control and coordination.  

Over the past month we have been working on our Striking a Stationary 

object. This is a skill that we have done throughout the entire centre, in-

cluding the Nursery children.  We have used our pool noodles and balloons 

to start with, encouraging the children to work on their eye hand coordina-

tion in this skill,  and over the month we have seen great improvement.  In 

the past week, we have been hanging balls for the children to strike and 

they have done a great job.  This is a skill we will continue to implement in 

our daily program in the playgrounds to further work on this. 

Over the next few months we will be focusing on underarm rolling and 

overhead throwing – so be sure to look on Storypark at the beginning of 

the month for these modules so you can do these with your children at 

home also. 

We look forward to seeing the improving  skills of the children as they 

continue to focus on these skills. 

 

 

Movement 
Programme  



Well we certainly have had a very big 
few months in Our Sustainability Pro-
gram.  It has been great to see our 
Sustainability Hub up and running  and 
the support we have had from our fam-
ilies in purchasing some of the items 
from this.  For those of you who are 
unsure of where it is  it is located in the 
Foyer of the main building  and some 
of the items we have available on it 
include; beeswax wraps, produce bags, singlet bags, wet bags, and 
Nude food containers.  We will soon be introducing some Wheat bags 

also. 
with the money from this we have recently purchased new washers for all the rooms, new 
plants for our vegetable gardens, microfibre cleaning cloths for all the rooms, and new garden 
beds which you can see around the centre.  WE have also planted a lot of new trees within the 

centre – and once these become more mature – they will also be 
planted in the different gardens within the centre. 
Over the past two months  we have been asking the children to 
teach us what Sustainability means to them  and we gave the 
children the opportunity to be the Teacher and tell their friends 
what Sustainability means to them.  We videoed these and sent 
these to many of the families on Storypark and I am sure every-
one agreed that they were beautiful and that the children are realy 
confident in sharing their views and knowledge on sustainability.   

This program is definitely well received by the children and it has been very rewarding to hear 
how knowledgeable they are about Saving our environment. 
With this interest we have currently started a new program within the centre – where two chil-
dren from the Junior Kindy, Senior Kindy and Kindy rooms are chosen each week to be a Sus-
tainability Leader, wearing their special shirts which identifies them and they are responsible in 
helping to promote Sustainability within the centre.  Some of their roles include assisting me in 
teaching the children the Month’s planning, Water monitor, Tending to our Gardens, Being 
electricity monitors, reminding the other children which bins they need to use to dispose their 
rubbish (e.g. compost bin, recycling bin, etc), placing the compost food into the compost bin 
and ensuring that our environment is litter free.  On completion of their week in this role the 
children will receive a Certificate acknowledging the great job they have done in this role.  We 
are endeavouring to give as many children as possible the opportunity to do this  but it is defi-
antly a program that we will continue to implement next year also.   This is also a great way for 
the children to learn more about the environment and extend on their interest.  We will be put-
ting up posters in each room so you are aware of which children are doing this “role” each 
week.  The days the change over will happen are as follows – Senior Kindy – Monday, Junior 
Kindy – Thursday, Kindy – Tuesday.   
A big thank you to all our families who have been supporting our 
Clothes Swap also we know many families have been very ap-
preciative of this so remember we are more than happy to take 
the clothing from you to help others within the centre. 
Also a big thank you to all our families who have been supporting 
our Sustainability program, whether it be purchasing products 
from our Sustainability hub, donating fabric, Donating time, bring-
ing in plants – to name a few – we really do appreciate your help. 

Sustainability 
Programme  



Here at Little Ducks we are big believers in promoting our wonderful 
community and giving back where we can – teaching the children that 
it is important for us not to just look after ourself and our family -but to 
be involved in the Wider community and build an understanding that 
some of the people in our community may need our help and how we 
can support others. 
This is something that we are teaching the children during our Pro-
grams  and it has been great to see how the children are starting to 
understand that when we have special days here at Little Ducks, we 
are doing these to support others and it has been great to see how 
the children are relaying why we need to help others, you should be 
very proud of your Children and their compassion and interest in help-
ing others 

We have still been having our wonderful visitors from Tricare come visit us each month  and it 
has been great to see how the children eagerly look forward to talking to them and involving 
them in some of the games that we play here at Little Ducks.  This week when the visited the 
children performed some Wiggles songs for them  and our beautiful guests loved watching the 
children and even tried to join in some of the moves as well.  Last month we played Mr Bear 
with them and our Tricare friends were keen to hide the “honey” for the children to find.  It is 
beautiful to watch the children and their interactions with our 
special guests. 
Over the past month we also had our Honey Fundraiser and 
the wonderful Michelle came out to the kindy and showed 
the children her bees and taught them how beeswax was 
made  and some of the children even got the opportunity to 
dress up in the “beekeeper” costume to show their friends.  It 
was a big interest of the children so it was great for them to 
gain a better understanding of the work bees do and how 
Wax and Honey is made. 
We also had a visit from Roushini who taught us all about 
Diwali – and once again the children were very active participants in this wonderful show.  
Roushini taught us the story about Diwali – and once again several of the children had the 
opportunity to dress up as the King, Queen, Princess and Prince to act out the story.  It was 
fascinating and a great learning tool as we have many families here at Little Ducks who also 
Celebrate Diwali so it was great to  learn the story and involve the entire centre. 
Another special day we had was Loud Shirt Day  which support hearing impairment and as we 
have children and staff within our centre who have hearing difficulties  it was a great oppor-
tunity for the children to learn about this and to understand that we all have different needs 
and how we can all still achieve the same goals – but sometimes we have to do this in a differ-
ent way. 
This Friday we will be celebrating Bandana Day which support young children living with Can-
cer and I am sure our wonderful families will be eager to support 
this wonderful cause as well. 
Remember if there are any special days or organisations that 
you would like to see implemented in our Little Ducks Calendar 
of Events – please  do not hesitate to see Mel, Erin or myself.  
We would love to teach the children about events and celebra-
tions that are important to you and your family…. 
Until next time…… 

Community / Cultural Liaison 
Officer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Information 

Have you heard about the Annerley 

Kitchen? 

 

Superb fresh food  with a range of 

options. Head over to 496 Ipswich Rd 

Annerley, and take a look! 

It is one of our favourite lunch time 

treats here, at Little Ducks!  

We have a local art studio in  

Annerley, did you know?  

 

Katie is an Annerley local with kids 

of her own, and knows the I 

mportanct of embracing your child’s 

creative side. Head on up to Katie’s 

studio and say hi, Katie is always up 

for a chat!  


