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Another few months have been and gone here at Annerley! We have had a busy few 
months of late. One of the most exciting projects over the past month has been get-
ting Story park. Story park is an online learning portal that enables the educators to 
upload their learning documentation for families to read as well as a great tool to 
communicate with the families and keep you informed of any upcoming events. We 
have received a lot of positive parent feedback from this, which has been fabulous to 
hear.  
 
On Monday 13th August the educators as well as the children came dressed as a 
farmer, and donated a fiver. We were absolutely blown away at the support we re-
ceived from our Little Ducks community, on the day alone we raised over $200 as 
well as received donations throughout the week. A great big warm thank you is sent 
out to all our families that took part. This was a very warming and emotional day for 
us all, as we acknowledged the troubles that our farmers are going through. Every 
little bit helps, so thank you again.  
 
We have continued on with our monthly Tri Care visits each third Wednesday of the 
month. For one of our recent visits from our residents, we read “We are going on a 

bear hunt.” After reading the book, we set off on our bear 
hunt; swishing through the long wavy grass. Throughout our 
bear hunt, we had one of the residents join us! This was a 
very special moment to share together.  
Over the coming months we have been delving deeper into 
our Sustainable practices; unpacking the importance of a sus-
tainable future and the impact that we can have as a centre. 
This has been an important learning opportunity for not only 
the children but for the staff as well. 
I look forward to see what the coming months have in store 
for us,  
Mellissa.  
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Upcoming Events! 

 
Wednesday 5th September-  
Early Childhood Educators day  
Celebrating he important role early child-
hood educators play in educating an car-
ing for Tomorrow’s leaders. 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Friday 7th September– White Balloon day 
Help prevent child sexual assault by wear-
ing white and making a donation for this 
very worthy cause 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 1st– Queens Birthday Public holi-

day. Centre Closed 

 
 
Wednesday 19th 10am– Roushini Diwali 
show  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15th-21st October– National Nutrition 
week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 28th– National Grandparents day. 
Join us on Monday afternoon for a special 
morning tea.  
 
 
Wednesday 31st– Halloween. Come 
dressed as your favourite Halloween char-
acter. 
 
 
 

 

 



Reminders 

 

Centre Birthdays! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  
Jasmine, Djuna, Jacob, Jemima, Gideon, Edith, 
Yusuf, Toby, Aiden, Leo.B, Ruby, Imogen, Ow-
en, Grace, Emmi, Xavier, Esme, Freya, Yuumi, 
William & Oliver.Z, Oliver.H and Oliver. B 

We value your input and 
feedback so please refer 
to the Policy Review 
Folder in the foyer for 
more information or to 
provide any comments 
or suggestions. The   
policies/procedures in 
review during  

 Authorised persons who arrive  

 in an unfit state to collect chil-

dren. 

 Continuity of care policy 

 Food safety & food safety su-
pervisor policy. 

 Programming Policy 

 Robbery policy 

 Chemical storage & dangerous 

products policy 

 Cleaning and hygiene policy 

 Discrimination, harassment, 

bullying and occupational vio-
lence policy 

 Administering paracetamol 
policy 

 Temperature policy 

  

 

Policy Reviews 

We are looking for parent volunteers! 
Do you have a hidden talent or something that you would like to share with 
our service? We would love to have you share some time with the children 

and educators. 
Re-enrolments- 

The re-enrolment process will be beginning throughout September. Offers will 
be made to get the process under way throughout September/October. We 

will be offering stay and plays throughout this process as well as open morn-
ings for the families to meet the educators. Stay tuned for more information!  

 



Recipe of the month! 

 

 

Method 

Beeswax wraps 
  

• 50 grams of beeswax 
• 30 grams of pine rosin 
• 15 ml (3 teaspoons) of jojoba oil 
• Makes approx. 5-8 wraps 
• 250 grams of beeswax 
• 150 grams of pine rosin 
• 60ml (12 teaspoons) of jojoba oil 
• Makes approx. 25 – 30 wraps  

Turn oven on. 
• Measure out wax and gum rosin. Most gum/pine rosin is in large crystals and a rolling pin is a 
great way to crush it into a powder. Either leave it in the bag it comes in (if thick plastic) or wrap 
it in some fabric or large tea towel when crushing. An old mortar and pestle works but is more 
time consuming and difficult to clean. Crushing down the gum rosin is not essential but it melts 
faster. 
• Boil approx. 5cm of water in saucepan. 
• Add beeswax, jojoba and gum rosin to a large clean tin can. The larger quantities listed above 
will fit into a 800 gram tomato can. You can melt the beeswax pellets and jojoba first then add 
the gum rosin. Put can/jug into boiling water (double boiler style). Allow ingredients to melt and 
combine. Check that the gum rosin has fully melted and not in large globs at the bottom. This set 
up remains until all mixture has been used. Replenish water in saucepan as needed. It can take a 
LONNNG time for the ingredients to melt if you are doing a large batch. 
• Add 2-4cm of water to large deep baking dish and add to heat. Above this you will position the 
flat square baking tray covered. The heat of the water underneath with stop the mixture on the 
wrap from cooling and setting while you work. 
• Position the fabric right side down on the baking tray. 
• Use a paintbrush to get the mixture and apply it to the wrong side of the fabric. Paint the mix-
ture onto the fabric then continue until all fabric is covered. You are aiming for good coverage 
but not too thick and not too thin. 
• Transfer the tray into the oven for a moment (30secs – 2 mins depending on how hot your ov-
en is) to finish off the infusion and ensure it is fully melted. Keep in mind you are not cooking it. 
Simply heating it. 
• Remove from oven and pick up the fabric with your hands (or tongs if it is too hot for you) and 
wave in the air until it is cool enough to rest on a wooden bench/chopping board (I cover mine 
in baking paper). Once cooled further transfer to a clothes horse.  



 

Nursery Natter! 
 Warm gentle greetings to our families old and new. Welcome to 

the Nursery room at Littles Ducks. We cannot believe the speed 

of how fast this year is traveling, as fast as a growing infant.  

Activities such as push toys, rockers, balance beams and climbing 

are all planned to stimulate gross motor development. 

Sand play, shape sorting, eating independently, painting, play 

dough and grip toys all increase fine motor and manipulative de-

velopment. 

 

Besides planned activities, we also extend around the children’s 

interests and further developmental levels and goals. We like to work with families to 

plan for their children’s goals and interests. In the Nursery room we have a monthly 

programme as our children develop differently, we may work on certain skills for several 

weeks until they accomplish that particular milestone. 

At the moment the children are learning about animals, we have introduced farm animals 

last week and this week, we have introduced wild animals. We can now say “moo”, for 

cow, “Baaa”, for sheep, “rrrroaaar”, for lion and “Grrraw”, for tiger.  

At the moment our children have proven that they are capable of accomplishing their 

goals by the set date, the children challenge themselves to an appropriate level of their 

abilities. Almost all the children are becoming more mobile and on their feet. Through 

observations and further planning, our room goals has resulting in planning for more 

challenging outdoor activities. As the weather is now getting warmer and most children 

are choosing to play outside as they gain a sense of agency. We are working on setting 

up outdoor activities to build on children’s motor skills and interest in nature. obstacle 

courses that requires the strength of gross motor skills, watering the garden to show 

respect for the environment and as the children advance we plan to challenge their mo-

tor abilities with appropriate level of higher climbing materials.  

 

Each week we will reflect in general about our journey together and this weekly reflec-

tion will be posted for parents to view on story park and in the room. The children’s 

learning stories will also be posted on story park. The parent information board contains 

important information most times, 

please just look up regularly.  

We welcome parent input in many 

ways. 

So 



Senior Nursery Tales! 
What a busy term we have had…. We began the term with NAIDOC week with 

the theme “Because of her I can”. We begin to read the book about “Welcome to 

Country” to acknowledge the traditional owners of this land and create a portrait 

of the special women in our lives. We then had an Indigenous show to extend on 

the knowledge for the Indigenous culture. Richard came in to educate us with 

some indigenous words and explained the meaning of the Aboriginal flag and the-

Torres Strait Island flag. We also spoke about body parts and learnt their names 

in traditional language. He also brought in some traditional music instruments for 

us to play with… the children all had great fun time experiencing it and making 

lots of music! 

Yoga is incorporated into our daily routine now. Miss Luana spend some time every 

day to do some different movements with children. It has amazed us to see how 

the children are so interested and are becoming familiar with the order of the 

yoga positions. 

Planting is another focus in the room. We have been explor-

ing pasture to plate, in doing this we have been doing lots of 

planting lately with vegetable roots. Thank you to all of the 

families who have been donating their vegetable roots for 

us to replant. Our vegetable garden has been growing well as 

all our little helpers have assisted the educators in watering 

and maintaining them. We had harvested some of the vege-

table like, spring onion, carrot greens, celery, and herbs to 

make healthy foods for snacks throughout the day.  

In exploring from pasture to plate, we discussed where Milk 

comes from. In doing this we then extended on this by 

making our very own cottage cheese from scratch. This 

was a very incredible experience to be apart of, watching 

it from the beginning and the process of the milk sepa-

rating. We then ate it for afternoon tea with crackers. 

The children were very eager to try it, majority of the 

children enjoyed it, which was great 

to see! 

For the new term coming, we will be 

focusing on each child’s individual 

development that we have dis-

cussed with our families in our par-

ent meeting. If there is anything 

that you would like us to focus on, 

please do not hesitate to chat to us.  

 



 

Toddler Time! 
Hi Families, 

Can you believe it’s only 4 more months to go to 

the end of this year, we can’t believe this year is 

going so fast! We had lots of new children and 

families joining us during the last few months. It 

is wonderful to see all of the new children are 

settling in so well with us. We also have Miss 

Sam who has joined our team this term, she have been busy 

building up a bond with the children and families. 

 

We celebrated NAIDOC week with learning the culture of the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples, and their arts, music, dance, food and dreamtime 

stories etc. We also created a pretend campfire in the room, where the children 

enjoyed sitting around together exploring group dance with different Indigenous 

musical instruments. We made our own boomerang to see how far we can throw it  

outside, had fun doing the Indigenous face/body painting and dot painting with 

tree sticks. We explored how to make the traditional Damper and that was very 

yummy! We also learned about Indigenous Symbols through looking at the sym-

bols and get to know their different meanings, then trying to draw them on the 

sand tray with our fingers. 

Children showed a big interest with the jungle animals after NAIDOC week, to 

extended on with it we began learning their names, appearances and explored 

their different lifestyles etc. Our children enjoyed watching puppet shows at 

group times, we spent time exploring how to use a puppet, challenged our verbal 

communication skills to interact with their peers by using the puppet. 

We have also been busy working on our staying healthy project through a variety 

of learning activities and experiences during 

the past weeks. We learned about fruit and 

vegetables, how to take good care of our 

teeth, explored healthy food and sometimes 

food and did lots of exercises together. 

 

This term we will focus on our children’s goal, 

and developing their self help skills. 

 



 

Junior Kindy Column! 
 Dear Families, 

Junior Kindy children have been engaged in meaningful ac-

tivities and learning new things by experiencing  new at-

tractions in the room. We are all excited about our new 

space project area in the room, where children are learning 

about planets, rocket ships, astronauts and science experi-

ments. We are extending on the children's interests and 

being involved in many experiments. Over the past few 

weeks the children learnt about the reaction of two ingre-

dients. We all participated in a Volcano eruption experi-

ment and the children were amazed to see the little explo-

sion with sizzling vinegar and bi-carb soda.  

         

 Dental health week 

 For the dental awareness week, we spoke about brushing our teeth and for how 

long and why. The children learnt that they had to brush them for a time frame 

of two minutes. We trialled this by pretending to brush 

our teeth with our fingers. Some of the children lasted 

less than a minute saying their arms were hurting. We 

extend on this by scrubbing the plaque monsters from a 

mouth picture and paint brushes. The children worked 

together pointing them out and scrubbing them away.  

 Sustainability and movement Practices 

As we are trying to minimize all our packaging for our 

sustainability practice, our room is doing very well! The 

children are bringing reusable containers instead of plas-

tic bags and cling wrap. Miss Leigh had our movement programme in the room, 

where children participated in physical exercises, focusing on gripping skills by 

catching and bouncing the ball. Children are starting to acknowledge and under-

stand how to take care of their environ-

ment and put it into practice during their 

everyday routine.  

 

 Naidoc Week 

We have just celebrated Naidoc week, 

where we created an environment in 

which the children experience mutual en-

joyment, caring and respectful relation-



Well we have had a pretty informative term with the children 
learning about Dental care, healthy hygiene practices and 
almost getting  completely rid of plastic wrapping and pack-
ets in our lunch boxes, thanks to all our lovely parents.  
The children regularly place fruit skins and scraps in the 
compost bin and are learning to make home made goodies 
rather than having to buy them at the shops which can also 
be very expensive for example homemade muesli slice and 
healthy cookies. 
We have regular playground tidies encouraging the children to respect and appreciate 
their environment.  
Over the past few weeks we have decided to really get involved in more of the chil-
dren’s interests they have at home & on the weekends. Several children have been 
sharing stories about visiting Fairy Gardens & making 
them at home, while others share the love they have for 
their favourite Super Heroes, bringing in their special 
books and toys. While working on these projects with the 
children, we have almost as much fun, with great social 
interaction and role play occurring in these interest areas. 
During our outside play times, we have noticed the chil-
dren using the recycled materials out of the children’s bins 
in their creative play. They have made restaurants, shops, 
picnics and just fun helping to sort the articles into the correct bins. 
The sandpit is always busy with creative cooking at the mud kitchen as well as mak-
ing our own volcano’s, rivers , pretend fires, road works and just digging holes as they 
explore with their sensory fun. Everyday is full of adventures inside and out.  
 
Remember if your child is missing socks/ hats/ shoes/ jackets etc. Please always 
check the bottom locker on the far left or ask us as we usually find most lost items. 
We are hoping to do a few more basic writing practices and drawing this term to help 
strengthen pen/pencil grips as well as more scissor practice. We will also be following 
an earlier interest about our bones and caring for our bodies  introducing hospital play 
with the children. I’m sure the role play here will be quite interesting as the children 
extend on their Doctors and Nursing skills.  
Well everyone, that’s about it for now. We hope your enjoying Story park and we will 
try to keep you up to date on 
your children’s busy days as 
much as possible. 
 
 
Until next time, 
Ms.Nancy & Ms. Loretta.  

 

 

Senior Kindy Catch Up! 



This month we have been travelling the world. 
We have been to Japan, China, Iceland, Brazil 
and Australia. As the children engage in the ac-
tivities they learn a little about the country. 
At the moment we are travelling around Australia 
with Poss from the book, “Possum Magic” This 
has allowed us to introduce states and capitals. 
We also go on virtual excursions to these cities 
and cook the food from the book. Thanks Miss Di 
who did Anzac biscuits for our trip to Adelaide. 
 
We have had a number of parent activities. Sarah 
(Jack’s Mum) came to teach us about oral hy-
giene and Bronwyn shared her favourite book, 
“The Hungry Caterpillar” for book week.  
We continued to learn school skills and we are 
developing counting skills and tracing names and 
letters to ready for school, but most importantly 
we need to develop their persistence, confidence and resilience.  
The children engage with learning activities but there still is room for spontane-

ous play especially creating their own stories and props for play.  

We raised money for the farmers and are challenged to think in French lessons 
and building those yoga skills.  
We are revising the alphabet learning the letter’s name and sounds and identify-

ing the initial sounds in words. 

 

Until next time, Joann, Maryanne and Di 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Program! 



 

Look what is happening in our  
Kindergarten programme!  

Erin from Stretching minds chil-
dren’s yoga comes each Tuesday 
afternoon to -, and runs a yoga 

class with the children.   
  

Yoga helps to; Decrease emo-
tional outbursts, Improve gross 
motor-skills, Strengthen their 
bodies and develop flexibility. 

 

Each Wednesday 
morning we have 
Corinne from Playfrog, 
who runs French  
Lessons with the  
Kindergarten children.  



Well we have had a very active and busy time over the past few months, do-
ing lots of exercise to help keep us warm in the cold months.  Last month we 
did lots of focus on bouncing the ball and for the children to learn about how to 
control the ball and also work on their eye hand coordination, it may seem to 
be an easy task,  but it is actually challenging as the children need to experi-
ment to see what happens when different sized balls hit the surface,  they re-
bound with different speeds, and can also change the direction at times so 
there was lots of experimentation as the children used their problem solving 
skills to work out the exact timing they needed to connect with the ball to re-
bounce or catch the ball.   It was great to see all of the children having a go – 
and rising to the challenge to improve on their bouncing skills,  there was lots 
of excitement and self pride as the children showed how they were able to 
meet this task or show improvement in this skill. 
 
This past month we have been extending on this by working on our catching 
skills using a variety of different mediums such as balloons, bean bags and 
different sized balls as an attempt to improve this skill – and it is definitely a 
task that many of the children are finding challenging – so we will be extend-
ing on this skill over the next month also – ensuring that in the afternoon we 
are also playing group games with the children focusing on throwing, bouncing 
and catching skills.   
 
We look forward to seeing the improving skills of the children as they continue 

their focus on these skills. 

 

 

 

Move ‘n Groove 



Wow! Look at the great work everyone has been putting in over the past few months as we began 
our plastic Free July and then extended it over this last month as we looked at ways in which we 
are able to reduce our use of packaging as well.  It has been really rewarding to hear the excite-
ment in the children’s voices as they tell their teachers and peers that they have no packets, pack-
aging or plastic in their lunch boxes. 
With this focus  we have also been encouraging the children to place different items in the correct 
bins, and as you will see in the rooms we now have recycling boxes in each room  
where children can put in their recycling items such as paper, sultana packets, etc. Each room also 
has a compost scrap bin where children can put their fruit and vegetable scraps in throughout the 
day and then at the end of the day help the educators to place these in the larger compost bin. 
Some of our food scraps Miss Nancy also takes home for the possums to eat for their dinner!  
With this focus we have also been doing lots of cooking with the children to help them to under-
stand that we do not need to buy small packets of biscuits, muesli bars, cheese sticks, etc – in-
stead we can make some of these things and not using any individual packaging at all.  Some of 
the items we have been making has included vegie chips, Cottage Cheese, Fruit cakes, Damper, 
Pop corn, Muesli Bars and cookies, all inspired by looking at the lunch boxes within the service and 
seeing what the most popular food items we found that were coming in packaged.  The children 
really loved it and it was great to hear them tell us all about how they were also cooking at home 
with their family – and proudly acknowledging that they were also using recyclable items there 
also. 
Here at Little Ducks Annerley we are in the process of making some produce bags, singlet bags and 
also some Beeswax wraps which will be made available for families very soon, at reduced costs to 
further promote more sustainable living both at home and within the service.  I would like to say a 
big thank you to Katie Tompkins and also my Mother who have been busy making  produce bags 
for the centre.  Our aim is to be able to sell these at a cost that will only just cover the cost of the 
materials so far we have made about 20 produce bags and 10 tee shirt bags. The Beeswax wraps 
are proving a bit of a challenge for me but I will continue to practice and have these available as 
soon as possible.  If anyone has made these and is able to help me out, please come and see me, I 
would love your ideas on how I can make these properly. All profits made from these items will go 
directly into our sustainability programme.  
As you will notice we also have our Swap centre operational as well, this way we are encouraging 
children and families to reuse their old clothing and helping out others within the centre as well.  
We are endeavouring to get some bigger clothes as well, as we have lots of smaller clothing at the 
moment.  Please do not think you need to bring in clothes to be able to take some, we are just 
happy to be able to help our families, and this is also a great learning opportunity for the children 
as they realise that what they can no longer use can be reused. 
Also we thought you would like to hear about the Green Heart Fair,  which will take place on 9th 
September at Carindale Recreation Reserve Carindale from 8 am to 2 pm.  This is Brisbane’s larg-
est sustainable living festival to promote innovative green living through sustainability displays, 
artisan markets, live music, food trucks, Billycart championship and much more.  I went to it last 
year and thought it was amazing – and it would be a great family day out as well. 
If there are any other areas that you would like to see us implement within our Sustainability pro-
gram please do not hesitate to come and tell me and I will endeavour to incorporate it into the 
program.   

 

Sustainability Programme  



It is great that we are able to give back to our beautiful community,  and over the past 

few months we have been  busy working in doing so. I have recently begun volunteer 

work at a Local playgroup (Mini me and morning tea), at the Yesterday’s Opshop, as 

well as looking at ways in which we can help out our own families, by introducing our 

Swap Centre in the front of the Kindy room.  A big thank you to the families who have 

been bringing in some of their clothes they no longer need, and we hope everyone is 

enjoying taking home what you need.  We are aware that we are lacking in the bigger 

size clothing and in an effort to solve this problem we have invited Junction Park 

School to participate in this Swap Centre as well, so the benefit is not just within our 

centre but also with our local school. 

We hope to extend on this in the near future,  with having a community Library swap 

afternoon each fortnight whereby people can bring books that they have read and no 

longer want  and trade these with others who might be interested.  Let us know if you 

would be interested in this project. 

A big thank you to Sarah Beach who came in to the centre recently to educate the chil-

dren in the proper way to care for our teeth and brought some fun props to help the 

children with their understanding of the best way to ensure you have strong and 

healthy teeth.  

A big thank you to all the families who Supported our Fiver for a Farmer  campaign it 

was a wonderful day and it was great to hear the children talk about how they had to 

help the farmers because it is very dry for them and they have had no rain or water a 

great way for the children to gain understanding of the struggles others within our 

community are experiencing and explore ways in which they can help and give back to 

the community. 

Within the centre we do have a few fundraising projects we are currently working on 

these include our Picture product project. Each child will do a piece of artwork, which 

will be transferred onto a plate.  These are great gift ideas, and a very precious mo-

mento of their Days here at Little Ducks.  We will need orders for these by 31st August 

as we will need to have all the artwork from the children done by then to send off for 

printing.  This will take approximately 9 weeks so they will be a great Christmas gift 

for family and loved ones. 

During late September we will be having a Honey Fund raiser,  where families will be 

able to buy 100 percent pure honey.  Prior to this the bee keeper will come and visit 

the centre and teach the children how honey is made, as well as bring some bees to 

show the children. This should be very exciting and we will keep you informed of 

what day that visit will be. 

A big thank you to all the parents who are supporting our book club each month. We 

would like to let the parents know that with each order, we get points which we can 

then use to get extra books and recourses for our centre so it is a win, win situation 

you get great books for your child both at home and here at Kindy. 

Community / Cultural Liaison 
Officer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Information 


