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July/August 

We’re coming up to that time of year again when our children are showing us 
they are strong, capable learners and are looking to transitioning to the next 
stage of their learning. Many of our children are in the process of transitioning 
to a new room. In early childhood we believe in following the developmental 
stages of each individual child. For this reason we do not always follow a calen-
dar year in each room, as some children show signs they are ready for the next 
environment sooner than other children. It is our aim to ensure all transitions 
occur gently over a period of time to give children time to adjust to new environ-
ments, peers and educators.  You can help at home by talking positively about 
these changes and making a conscious effort to establish a strong relationship 
with your child’s new educators. Children look to us to help them organise their 
feelings. When they see us happy, confident and engaged they will follow our 
direction and feel confident, happy and engaged themselves.   
 
Towards the middle of June the children’s Educators have been all working 
hard on completing their assessment of learning. You will receive these shortly. 
Throughout the letters they will share their highlights  and their current develop-
ment and learning in relation to the 5 learning outcomes of the EYLF and 
QKLG curriculums. After these letters go out families will be invited to attend a 
family conference with your classroom educators to discuss how your child is 
going. This is a great opportunity to have some one on one conversations with 
your room educator away from the distractions of the playground and children. 
Please watch your inbox for information about how to book a time.  
 
Rebecca Bosher - Centre Manager 
Educational Excellence through the Power of Play Based Learning 
Purposeful, Playful, Positive 

 

169 Newmarket Road 
Wilston  QLD  4051 
Phone (07) 3356 8100 
Fax  (07) 3356 8400 

 

 

 
 

wilston@littleducks.com.au 

A note from your Centre Manager 



 
August 

 

Upcoming Events! 

July 

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

    
   
  

Monday 2nd  - Canada Day 
Celebrate with our Canadian fami-
lies and let’s learn more about this 
lovely country. 
  
Wednesday 4th July - Mid-Year 
Catch up 
Come along for our wine and 
cheese networking night to catch 
up with your room teachers and 
find out you’re your child has been 
travelling so far this year from 
5:30pm. Kindergarten Program 2019 
Information Evening 6:30pm. 
  
  
Monday 8th  – 15th - NAIDOC 
Week 
This week we celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements of Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples 
  
 
 
 
Thursday 6th – Indigenous Show 
Richard will be teaching us about 
Indigenous culture at 10am, every-
one is welcome to come along. 
  
  
Friday 21st  – PJ Day! 
No need to get dressed today, 
come along in your PJ’s for a cosy, 
chilled out day. 

Wednesday 15th – Ekka  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 

 
 
 
 

Monday 18th - 24th - Book 
Week 
Bring along your favourite sto-
ry to share this week and 
dress up as your favourite 
book character on Thursday 
23rd     
The Book Week theme this 
year is Find Your Treasure 
 
 
28th, 29th, 30th  – Centre 
Photos  
Let’s get ready to smile with 
Kylie Jane Photography. 
 
 



Policy Reviews  

Educator Spotlight ... 
.  

We value your input and feedback…..  
 
The policies/procedures in review during June  and July are:  
 

 
Ways that you can provide feedback are:  
Our policies are available to read in the foyer and you can give feedback in 2 ways, by email 
or anonymously via the suggestion box 
 

-Educator professional develop-
ment 
-Transport 
-Programming 
 
 

-Anti-bias and cultural diversity 
-Authorised persons who arrive in an -
unfit state to collect children 
-Manual handling and back care 
 

Miss Jas has been welcomed to the team as Nursery Educator after 
working at Little Ducks for the past year. Miss Jas is particularly excit-
ed to share many firsts with the children and help them build some 
of their early bonds and early relationships. 
 
Miss Jas has her Diploma of Early Childhood Education and is study-
ing her Bachelor of Education (Primary). She brings 3 years of child-
care experience to the team and is excited to learn more whilst she 
is here.  
 
Miss Jas enjoys reading and running in her spare time. She loves to 
travel and has so far visited Bali and America .. Miss Jas is currently 
planning her wedding.  
  
If you see Jasmine around the centre, please feel free to stop and 
say hi! 
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The importance of oral language development in the Early Years and how you can 
help at home. 

Written by Vicki Anderson, Educational Leader 
 
Oral language lays the foundation for the reading and writing skills children will de-
velop as they enter and progress through school. They will use oral language in all 
aspects of their education, in the classroom as they connect with their peers and 
teachers, and throughout their lives as they grow into adulthood. Having a solid 
foundation in oral language at a young age will help children become successful 
readers and strong communicators as well as build their confidence and overall 
sense of well-being. Communication is central to social-emotional wellbeing, thus 
speech and language development is a cornerstone for successful outcomes later in 
life. 
 
There are many ways families can help their children to develop oral language skills 
and it is easy to incorporate these into your day to day routines. Here are a few tips 
on reading, nursery rhymes and playing I-spy to help your child with their oral lan-
guage development. 
 
Why READING is important for babies and young children 
Reading aloud and sharing stories and talking with your child is a great way to spend 
time together. Reading and storytelling also helps promote language, literacy and 
brain development. 
 
Reading and sharing stories can: 
help your child become familiar with sounds, words, language and the value of books 
spark your child’s imagination, stimulate curiosity and help his brain development 
help your child learn the difference between ‘real’ and ‘make-believe’ 
help your child understand change and new or frightening events, and also the 
strong emotions that can go along with them 
help your child develop early literacy skills like the ability to listen to and understand 
words. 
 
Sharing stories with your child doesn’t mean you have to read. Just by looking at 
books with your child, you can be a great storyteller and a good model for using lan-
guage and books. Your child will learn by watching you hold a book the right way and 
seeing how you move through the book by gently turning the pages. This is called 
concepts of print and are important skills for preliteracy. 
Reading stories with children has benefits for grown-ups too. The special time you 
spend reading together promotes bonding and helps to build your relationship. This 
is important for your child’s developing social and communication skills. 
 
Why NURSERY RHYMES are important for babies and young children 
Introducing children to a variety of nursery rhymes can help them understand and 
learn about different sounds. This is an important part of developing those early lit-
eracy skills. Listening to different sounds in the environment as well as in nursery 
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rhymes provides children with the foundations in helping them to read and write. As 
nursery rhymes are fun and full of sounds, children will tune into these sounds. Old-
er children will experiment in combining sounds and blend them together to form a 
word. Children relish in listening to songs full of rhyming, rhythm and repetition. By 
singing songs containing these core elements it is helping boost children’s language, 
communications and literacy development. 
 
Nursery Rhymes can help: 
Children learn new words 
Develop their non-verbal communications skills 
Learn early maths skills 
Children understand how words are formed 
Enables children to copy actions 
It boasts children language communication and literacy skills 
Helps develop children’s social, skills 
Children learn about different beats and rhythms 
Provides the opportunity for children to value language and become confident 
learners 
Creates a close relationship between adult and child 
Is singing nursery rhymes and songs included in your everyday routine? Why not share 
a song or two during nappy time or when your child is sitting down for lunch, walking 
to the car or packing away their toys.  A great next step is to make up silly songs 
with your child. You can sing about things you are doing, or even make up new 
words. This encourages the child to think about rhyming etc. 
 
How I SPY is a great learning opportunity 
Next time you are waiting for an appointment, have some spare time, or travelling on 
the bus, play I-spy with your child. There are many different ways you can play I-spy. 
You might play using the first letter of the word, the colour and shape of the object 
or what you use it for. How you play will change depending on your child’s age and 
how interested they are. 
Children have a natural sense of wonder about the world around them. Talking 
about the things you notice around you helps children to make sense of what they 
observe, develop their observation skills and language to describe what they see.  As 
they play I-spy, they are beginning to notice and compare what is the same or differ-
ent around them. When they do this they are developing descriptive language and 
experimenting with how to ask questions to get more information. When they com-
pare what is the same or different they will be using mathematical language to de-
scribe what they see and to learn new things. 
 



 

Nursery Natter! 
Welcome to the Nursery Room, 

The year is flying past and we’re halfway through already. Six months is a 
very long time in a young child’s life and lots of important milestones can be 
reached in this short space of time. Everyone is thriving and growing and 
developing  rapidly across all areas. These areas include physical, social, 
emotional, self help and language skills. Our youngest friends have learned 
to sit all by themselves and are now working towards commando crawling. 
Most of us can crawl very fast and pull ourselves up to a standing position 
on the furniture. From this they learn to walk along the furniture before pro-
gressing to walking holding hands with their Educators. Over the last two 
months several children have achieved the huge milestone of taking their 
first steps and can now happily walk around all by themselves. At this age, 
the children experience many falls, trips and bumps as they hone their bal-
ancing skills and this is perfectly normal. Rest assured we are always near-
by to catch them , cuddle and reassure them. Our other focus area has 
been teaching the children basic self help skills at meal times. As they grow 
some have graduated from sitting in the highchairs to sitting on small chairs 
around the table with their friends. This provides valuable social interactions 
and the children learn from each other. Everyone can now feed themselves 
their own finger foods and the older ones are now becoming quite proficient 
at using spoons to feed themselves. The children are offered wet washers 
to wash their own hands and faces after mealtimes too. 

We celebrated Mothers Day in May by making special cards for our Mums. 
We invited the Mums to come and spend the afternoon at the centre and 
enjoy a manicure while spending quality time with their children.  We are 
building relationships and developing empathy by role playing with baby 
dolls. 

On the first Wednesday in June, we were intro-
duced to the joys of football and the State of 
Origin. Everyone dressed in their favourite footy 
team colours and had fun with some rugby league 
balls. We loved the bumpy texture of the balls and 
crawling after them as they rolled across the play-
ground. We extended on ball games by offering 
the children the chance to play with soccer balls, 
tennis balls, basket balls and various other sized 
balls.  



 

Nursery Natter! 

 

Most of us have created our first drawing this term and used biros, textas, 
wet chalk and charcoal to create our masterpieces.  

These have been displayed on our wall for everyone to admire. This then 
prompted us to try painting using brushes and yoghurt for our edible paint. 
This proved to be a very popular learning experience indeed. 

 
During our sustainability sessions we have planted flowers, felt the different 
textures of sand, soil, rocks, sticks, water, ice, bark and bamboo. We have a 
very friendly peewee bird who likes to visit us in the playground and we take 
great delight watching his antics. 
 
We are so looking forward to seeing each and every child grow and develop 
under our care over the coming 6 months. We thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to spend this precious time with your children. 
 

Love, 
Miss Debbie and Miss Jasmine 



 

Senior Nursery News! 
What a wonderful & busy past two months have been. We have been having so 

much fun learning, exploring, discovering and constructing so many new things 

which have supporting and extending on our interests and skills over past months. 

We have reflecting quite well our identity and 

showing some really wonderful development 

with our sense of agencies and confidently 

exploring on your social and physical envi-

ronments through play. All our children are 

reflecting how well they are able to take risks 

and being able to cope with any unexpected 

situations. Our children have been bonding 

more with their environment and their peers 

& learning on skills to be empathetic and re-

spectful towards others. 

We have been developing well on our physical and emotional wellbeing. Talking 

about the physical wellbeing, we are observing our children being able to use their 

gross motor skills to get confident with their running, jumping, climbing, balancing 

and much more. With the keen interest and curiosity, all our children have actively 

engaging themselves into all different spontaneous and planned physical experi-

ences set up for them suiting their interest and skills. Fine motor skills has been 

yet another popular interest at the moment and our children are loving them so 

much at the moment. We have setting up different experience using natural and 

built up items and it has been wonderful to see the participation into these activi-

ties and getting confident with their skills over the period practicing it every day. 

Our children have been happy and engaged all through the day which is great evi-

dence of their emotional wellbeing as they come here into their kindy! 

Learning on new things and exploring them in all different ways has been great 

over past months. Animals, birds, music, colours, shapes, food, vehicles have 

been our interest over the period and our children have learning on these topics 

each and every day with all different experience we have planning for them each 

and every day. Our children have been curious and enthusiastic participant into 

their learnings. We have used play as a medium to learn on these interest areas 

and it has been beautiful to see our children using opportunity to investigate , im-

agine and explore different ideas to involve into their learning.  While they learn on 

these areas we can also observe them reflecting on their skills with problem solv-

ing, experimenting, researching and investigating. A very current topic of interest is 

birds and animals and we have been investing, researching and learning more 

about them with different fun-filled experience through our play. 

 



 

Senior Nursery News! 
Our languages has been developing so wonderfully as now most of us are able to 

say lots of new words and some of us can make small sentences too! We love our 

group times singing and learning new songs , act to them , read books with sto-

ries, pictures , watching educational videos and lots more which is really helping 

all our children to develop on this skill each and every day.  Our children have 

been quite well responding to what they can see, hear, feel, touch and taste. They 

are able to contribute their ideas in small and big group experiences. They have 

began to show their understanding with how symbols and pattern systems works 

as they begin to make connections and see patterns in their feelings, ideas, words, 

and actions and those around them. It was always wonderful to see them now to 

be able to listen and respond to sounds & patterns in speech, stories and rhymes. 

They are able to memorise a lot of stuff and relate them to talk or express their 

views when we come to a very similar situation which has really amazing to see. 

Over the past months it was wonderful to celebrate few of centre events out of 

which Mother’s Day afternoon tea was quite amazing. It gave us an opportunity to 

acknowledge and say thanks to all our wonderful mothers who do so much for us 

every day. We also celebrated the National reconciliation week involves building 

positive, respectful relationships with the  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples and we did so, by first teaching our children few different aspects about 

Aboriginal &  Torres Strait Island people. It was wonderful to include this centre 

event in our curriculum to give our children an opportunity to explore the cultural 

diversity. Our book fair and a visit from Grange library was a big success as Mr. 

Chris came and read some wonderful books to us! 

Over the next two months we would be looking forward to support and extend on 

our children’s interest and skills on all development areas specially with their cur-

rent interest with language and motor skills. We would be looking forward to all 

your suggestions, comments and inputs so as to help us plan more and better as 

we move on! 



 

Toddler Tales! 
Hello and welcome from the Toddler  Tribe!  We have loved having all of the fortitude 
families with us throughout the centre. While in the room we have been very busy 
exploring lots of new and exciting items in the room. Many of your friends are now 
just about fully toileted and are gaining more confidence when using the toilet, we 
have even begun to let the children have a stay over when the children would like to 
use the toilet. During the process the children are showing their increasing independ-
ence and competence in personal hygiene. Those children that are yet to be toilet 
trained they are beginning to get more comfortable and sitting on the toilet when they 
wish to during that nappy changing time.  – linking back to learning outcome 3 chil-
dren have a strong sense of wellbeing.  

Earlier in April we discussed about the children 
working on their fine motor abilities. These last 
couple months it has been large gross motor. 
Climbing and challenging our skills as we work 
our ways across the monkey bars, using the 
swing, climbing and jumping off the large a 
frames. We even love to have a game of speck-
led frogs through out the tyres.  A favourite of the 
children as been climbing up a steep plank and 
then climbing down the other way. While working 
on the gross motor skills it continues to challenge 
the mind, showing enthusiasm  for participating in physical play and negotiating play 
spaces to ensure the safety and wellbeing of themselves and others.  Once again 
linking to learning outcome 3 wellbeing.  

As we still focus on wellbeing, the children are gaining more independence as they 
self select what they would like to eat from their lunchboxes, just before we eat we 
ensure the children are eating cheeses, yoghurts and fruit. They soon are excited as 
they then can select anything else out of their lunchboxes to snack on. While the 
weather is getting colder the children are continuing on with their self help skills by 
washing hands, wiping noses, and packing away after themselves.  

As our goals change all the time throughout the room one that 
has been working hard on achieving has been negotiating of 
toys and behaviour ( sharing) we tend not to refer to the chil-
dren as sharing as that’s not something that we do as an adult. 
Were encouraging the children to play with the item of interest 
and then and only when they are finished using it the other 
child will then get a chance to enjoy it.  According to research 
and the develop milestones that children in this age group will 
not share with out protest.   

 

 



 

Toddler Tales! 
Give them time, let them play with their item of interest and when they are ready to 
let someone play with it they can. I’ve attached some links for you looks at: 

https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-02/
DevelopmentalMilestonesEYLFandNQS.pdf 

https://www.positiveparentingsolutions.com/parenting/its-ok-not-to-share  

Both Sawson and myself enjoy teaching the children about negotiations even though 
it tricky they children response well. These are some words 
they we use with the children when we discuss the problem.  

Positive assertiveness 

– You can play with it until you’re all done. 

– Are you finished with your turn? Max says he’s not done 
yet. 

– Did you like it when he grabbed your truck? Tell him to 
stop! 

– Say: “I’m not done. You can have it when I’m done.” 

– She can have a turn. When she’s all done, you can have a turn. 

– I see Bella still has the pony. She’s still using it. 

– You’ll have to wait. I can’t let you take it out of her hands. 

We are continuing to work on the children getting dressed 
from toileting this will be easier or them with clothing that is 
loose enough for them to pull up and down by themselves. 
Shoes that are easy to put on and take off. You can help at 
home by guiding them to achieve this taking a little extra in 
your time to allow them to try. This will be a goal set in place 
for the rest of the year along with the children gaining the 
confidence to use the toilet and recognise those toileting 
cues.  

 

Thanks again! Miss Jess and Miss Susie and our Toddler 
Tribe.  

 

 

 

https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-02/DevelopmentalMilestonesEYLFandNQS.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-02/DevelopmentalMilestonesEYLFandNQS.pdf
https://www.positiveparentingsolutions.com/parenting/its-ok-not-to-share


 

Junior Kindy Catch Up! 
hola cómo estás  (How are you in Spanish)  
Welcome to another addition of  Junior Kindy News. We have been having so much fun this 
past few months and are so excited to share with all our families all the wonderful and sponta-
neous learning that has emerged.  
 
Just recently we have welcomed our new friends and Educators from Fortitude Valley Little 
Ducks and already we have made some wonderful friendships and connections along the way, 
we do hope that all our families feel welcomed here at Wilston.  
 
This past few months the children have shown a keen interest 
in the outdoors and with the weather being so nice it was only 
natural that we open the doors and extend our learning outside. 
While outside the children  have enjoyed many picnics and 
shared meal times with other age groups and  exploring ways 
to challenge their growing bodies and participating in lots of 
physical development and play.  
 
With the support of educators, children have been stepping out 
of their comfort zones and taking more risk with the monkey 
bars, beams, ladders, running, skipping and more recently 
climbing. We realise the importance of being physical active 
and are super impressed that our children understand the im-
portance of caring for and strengthening their bodies. While 
outside the children have explored aspects of role play, using 
the sandpit as a place to explore dramatic play and making 
connections to real life experiences such as cooking with utensils and exploring a fantastic mud 
kitchen that the children made as a group.  
 
During these experiences the children  worked collaboratively to organise and extend their ex-
perience further while developing a sense to their world in which they play. We explored mathe-
matics and problem solving without realising, as dirt was added to water to create the perfect 

mixture for mud cakes. Children organised different roles 
and amazed educators with turn taking and including their 
friends in play. This has extended into our Junior Kindy stu-
dio with children forming  positive relationships with each 
other and making effort to include all children during play.  
 

During shared meal times we 
have noticed the children gather-
ing together in social groups, just 
as we would to share stories and 
open communication that is al-

ways a delight to be a part of. As we move forward and we wel-
come new friends into our environment, we will continue to teach 
equality and respect for our fellow friends.  
 
As we get to know our Junior Kindy children, we have learnt that 
creative arts and messy play is a must have in our environment. 
Over the past few months we have been responsive to children’s current and ongoing 
interest when we set out our experiences each day.   



 

Junior Kindy Jumble! 
So far the children have explored painting as a way to express themselves creating 
wonderful pieces of artwork that we have displayed 
throughout our environment. More recently, the chil-
dren explored clay and used their imagination and cre-
ativity to mould, manipulate and sculpt clay into differ-
ent forms. When learning about germs the children de-
veloped an understanding of why it is important to 
wash their hands and helped Miss Mel catch all the 
germs hiding in the slime. We had so much fun using 
our sense of touch to explore the different texture in 
our learning.  
 
Our self-help skills are continually emerging with children working towards being inde-
pendent and asserting their belongings, taking reasonability for their health and well-
being and feeding themselves during meal times. We have been alongside the chil-
dren and supporting them in  putting their own shoes and sock on and Appling their  
own sunscreen to protect themselves from the sun when outside.   
 
To make it more inviting for the children we use this opportunity to explore one of our 
other favourite things  do and that engage in singing, story time and an opportunity for 

children to step out of their comfort zone and share 
and  more about themselves with show and share. 
The children love the song “Five Cheeky Monkeys” 
and “Zoom, Zoom we’re going to the moon” using nu-
meracy to explore counting relationships.  
 
As we begin to explore numeracy and early literacy  
we have implemented experiences that expose the 
children to numbers, counting, identification and let-
ters. This  learning sparked us to change our environ-

ment to support the children learning and set up a  writing and creative station with lots 
of letters, numbers, pencils and mediums to explore. Our Junior Kindy friends have 
been busy challenging themselves to achieve new goals.  
 
In May we sadly said Farwell to Miss Selim who is taking extended Maternity leave as 
she rest up before the birth of her baby girl in October. We have missed her dearly and 
the children often ask when she is coming back. We cant wait to see hear the exciting 
new when her baby arrives. As you all know the children have been transition into their 
new environments and building a sense of belonging to their new environments and 
sadly I will be moving onto the Nursery where I will spread my love. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the Families, Children and staff for being so supportive of 
me in my role. I have come to make some wonderful friendships with you all and will 
miss you all so very much. I am excited to say that I will be often visiting the children 
whenever I can to catch a cuddle and keep up to date with the children’s development.  
 
All our love and dedication Miss Mel, Miss Selim, Miss Sarah and Mr Jamie. 



What a busy couple of months we have had! Sit back and relax while you read what 
we have been exploring in the Kindergarten room. 

Earlier in the year we asked our families to provide some goals on the skills you would 
like your children to develop in the Kindergarten room. One reoccurring theme was 
for the children to be able to manage and understand their emotions. We took this 
on board and have been busy doing lots of learning about understanding our own and 
others’ emotions, the huge range of emotions that we can feel at different times, as 
well as how we can best learn to deal with these big emotions. We read many books 
about how to identify emotions, and books with characters that encountered a vari-
ety of and how they felt in these situations. To help us learn to understand our own 
emotions better, we did many activities including emotion portraits, which involved 
us looking into mirrors so see how an emotion looked on our face, then drawing this 
emotion on our paper. We also used face templates in which we added playdough fea-
tures, talking about the emotion we were creating. The children had emotion masks 
they could hold up to their face for role play, we sung ‘if your happy and you know it’ 
with as many emotions as we could name and had lots of conversation around ways 
to let out excitement, frustration, anger etc. in a constructive way. We will continue 
to work with and build on these skills as we continue throughout the year as we en-
courage our Kindergarten children to become confident in expressing emotions.  

Linking with our emotions, we also recognized that family goals were centered 
around the children developing their confidence. We have introduced ‘Show and 
Share’ following the feedback received from parents and families. Our goal is to en-
courage the children to explore and expand language, understanding that language 
and communication is used for a range of purposes. This also has given the children 
great opportunities to practice listening and taking turns, as well as beginning to de-
velop questioning skills. We are hoping to install confidence as the children continue 
to build on their sense of identity. The children have chosen to singing songs in front 
of their peers, talk about a favourite book, share photos of family or special occa-
sions, and talk about creations they had made at home and many other interesting 
things. We will continue with ‘Show and Share’ throughout the year, with focuses on 
family, culture and interests, so keep an eye out for the timetable for these opportu-
nities for your child. I just want to take a moment to thank the families that have 
encouraged their child to think about what they are going to share when it is their 
turn, this gives the children that little bit extra confidence, and means that they are 
able to speak with more intent and detail. 

The Kindergarten children have been busy exploring literacy in many forms. Using 
their imaginations, the children chose to create stories, drawing detailed pictures 
and scribing to the educators the words that were to go along with their picture to 
make it a story. This activity allowed the children to express their ideas and helped 
their peers to have an understanding about what they’re thinking, about as we 
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shared the pictures and stories at group time. The children have also shown an inter-
est in making cards for friends and family members, giving the children the opportuni-
ty to explore text and writing in real life situations and learning in personally meaning-
ful ways. Matilda and Theo were proud to make cards for their siblings, while other 
children made cards for mums, dads and friends. As we begin to look towards the 
transition to school, we have identified that some children have difficulty pronounc-
ing all the sounds of the alphabet. We have been actively working on helping the chil-
dren to make the sounds of all the letters, using their mouths and tongues in the ap-
propriate ways to form each sound. Introducing a phonics song, the children love to 
sing along, making the sounds of each letter and doing the corresponding actions. I 
would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that oral language development 
is important at an early age. If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to 
come and have a chat about it with me. There is also a section in this newsletter that 
gives you some tips on how to increase oral language skills at home. 

We have been super busy learning all about shapes! This began with the story of ‘The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar’, in which the children identified that there were lots of cir-
cles! This was the beginning of our interest in shapes which has continued to grow. 
To encourage this interest, we have had treasure hunts around the classroom, find-
ing all the shapes that are hiding in our environment. The children have also used 
stencils to make shapes, used shape stampers and been practicing drawing shapes 
freehand. George came up with the wonderful idea of making robots with shapes, so 
the children collaged some amazing shape robots too! We have also investigated 
height and measurement over the past few weeks. Using strings, we measured our 
heights and compared them to our peers. We used comparative language such as tall, 
short, taller, tallest etc. Through these learning experiences, we were able to develop 
and communicate our mathematical skills and begin to understand that mathematics 
is everywhere in the world around us. 

The children have shown an interest in experiments, led by Ben and his very inquisi-
tive mind!  We have had lots of fun experimenting with a range of science investiga-
tions and this has led to some amazing thinking, questioning, hypothesizing, experi-
menting and reflecting. We started by exploring volcanoes – it’s outer and inner parts, 
and by investigating how magma rises up and causes volcanic eruption through our 
experiments. All the talk about explosions lead to the Mentos and Diet Coke experi-
ment putting mints in a soda to create an eruption. We have also investigated how 
fast and far a ball could go using ramps we designed, how our breathing could create 
bubbles and how to make Oobleck using corn flour and water. We have investigated 
freezing and melting, shadows and how they occur and floating and sinking. Through 
participating in these experiences, we were actively involved in our learning by devel-
oping our sense of curiosity and wonder, problem solving, and contributing to learn-
ing conversations. If you have any great experiment ideas at home, we would love to 
try them in Kindergarten! 

 

Kindy Catch Up! 



In May, we paid tribute to the amazing women in our lives when we held a special af-
ternoon tea and “Pamper Me” time for our dear mothers to celebrate Mother’s Day. 
We enjoyed painting, playing with playdough, making bracelets, playing hairdressers 
and just spending some special time with our amazing mothers. 

We also commemorated National Reconciliation Week, we explored our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters’ culture through storytelling and art. We learnt about the Abo-
riginal Flag, its colours and representations in our art activities as we made Aborigi-
nal Flag collage. We also investigated similarities and differences of skin colours 
through mixing black and white paints with other colours and examined Aboriginal 
symbols and their meanings. Lastly, we learnt about what happened in the past 
through storytelling. The “Sorry Day” story helped us understand the importance of 
saying “sorry”. As we listened to the story, we closed our eyes, so we could develop 
our listening skills and practice our concentration skills, too. These activities helped 
us feel connected with our world as we explored to be aware of similarities and dif-
ferences among people in our culture. 

The Kindergarten are loving their French lessons. The children are learning so much 
about the French culture, songs, differences from one country to another, famous 
landmarks, foods, clothing and language. The children are surprising us with just how 
quickly they are picking up on another language. We all look forward to our Tuesday 
morning lessons! 

Sustainability play has taken a big part in our room of late. We have been discussing 
with the children about how to take care of Mother Earth through recycling, reus-
ing, and reducing resources we use e.g. materials for our art and craft activities. We 
investigated our lunch boxes where we checked which packaging items could be re-
used, reduced and recycled.  Extending on our interests we have created airplanes 
made of plastic bottles and empty cardboard boxes. We had our new chairs delivered 
and they were packaged in big cardboard boxes. With a bit of team work, and a lot of 
sticky tape, we designed and made a big tunnel that went all the way around the back 
of the classroom for us to crawl through. The children have also been enjoying their 
sustainability activities with Miss Emily, creating a vast range of interesting items 
with cardboard boxes and even making clothing and robots from recycled materials. 
Engaging in these activities has helped us to investigate and understand our natural 
environments and develop our understanding on how to care for our world. 

In July each child will be receiving their summative assessment from the first half of 
the year. We will also be inviting Kindergarten families to come in for a meeting about 
your child’s progress if you would like a chat. If you have any questions or concerns 
about your child’s transition to school next year; or if you are questioning if you 
think they are ready for school, or would benefit from another year in Kindergarten, 
please feel free to make a time and we can sit down and have a talk about the transi-
tion to school. 

 

Kindy Catch Up! 



 

Our Community ... 

Sustainability Corner! 
An update from Miss Emily our Sustainability Officer 
 

As we say goodbye to June, and welcome July, its to time to 

catch up our goals for the rest of the year. So far we have been 

focusing on recycling all that cardboard in our sustainable court-

yard. We have come up with so many wonderful creations from 

robots, to wearable art, to our own trucks and planes.  During 

these experiences and creative moments, we have been having 

discussions on where the cardboard comes from, where does it 

go when its in the bin, and how we can save it.  

 

Did you know that the process of recycling paper instead of 

making it form new materials generates 74% less air pollution and uses 50% less water? 

 

We always have use for paper and cardboard here at Little Ducks. If you have too much of it at 

home, or just no need for any scrap paper or boxes. We can find a creative project that would put it 

to good use! So bring it along next time you come to our side of the pond. We will also working 

making our own paper for the centre with the children as we talk about the importance of recycling 

and how it is impacting our environment.  

 

Here are some examples of our amazing artists and their Wearable Art. 

St Mary of the Cross School Twilight 
Open Afternoon 
Wednesday 9th May 4:00—6:00pm 
Thinking about Prep enrolment or 
enrolment at St Mary of the Cross? 
Head along to their Twilight Open 
Afternoon and see their brand new 
Early Years Precinct. RSVP by phone 
38574803 or email: pwind-
sor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
Brothers Ladies Day "Garden Party" 
is on again this year!   
Saturday 26th May 2:00—5:30pm 



Healthy Habits! 

Ingredients: 
5 large red apples 
100 grams of fresh  
blueberries 
1 teaspoon of cinnamon 
1 cup of cloudy apple juice 
2 tablespoons of flaked  
almonds 
200 grams of rolled oats 
50 grams of whole almonds 
4 tablespoons of honey 
2 tablespoons of coconut oil 
2 cloves 
 
Optional Extras: 
Replace the oats with your favourite gluten-free muesli if you are gluten intol-
erant 
 
Maple or agave syrup can be used instead of the honey 
Frozen blueberries can be used instead of fresh ones  
Serve with a dollop of Greek yoghurt 
 
Method: 
Remove the core from the apples and cut into medium-sized cubes. 
Place the apples into saucepan along with the blueberries, apple juice, cloves 
and half a teaspoon of cinnamon. 
Simmer on low heat for 25 minutes or until the apples begin to break down 
and soften. Stir often to ensure the apples aren’t sticking to the sides or bot-
tom of the pan. If the mixture is becoming too dry, add a little water or more 
apple juice if necessary. 
While the apples are cooking, blend the oats, honey, whole almonds, coconut 
oil, and half a teaspoon of cinnamon in a blender until combined. 
After 25 minutes remove the apple mixture from heat and place into several 
small baking dishes or one large baking dish. 
Cover with a crumble mixture and place in a preheated oven and cook 180 C 
for 20 minutes. 
Once the crumble mixture has turned golden brown remove from the oven, top 
with flaked almonds and serve. 
 
Serves: 5. Calories per serve: 337  


