
 

Little Ducks Childcare 
Fortitude Valley 

May / June 2018  

Welcome to our newest  edition of our bi-monthly newsletter! What a great and 
busy year this has been so far. We have been working hard on our self assessment 
and quality improvement process to highlight our strengths and identify areas of 
opportunity to improve our quality and exceed the National Standards. It has 
been great to see the feedback from families and children! 
 
We have recently sent out a goals form so we can get a better understanding of 
your goals for your children over the next term. Thank you to everyone who has 
returned these.  
 
On Wednesday 20th June at 5.30pm we are excited to be hosting a parent and 
community evening. The evening will consist of workshops, information available, 
summative assessments and portfolios will be available for the families to collect 
and take home.  
 
The new childcare Subsidy is starting on July the 2nd. The new system has some 
new requirements for families and requires families to register for MyGov and 
complete an activity test. It is very important that all families complete the test as 
soon as possible, otherwise you may not receive a rebate from July.  
 
Henny Penny Hatching was a huge hit this year! It was great to see so many fami-
lies heading down to the Kindy room at drop off and pick up to check out the 
chickens as they hatched and grew! It was sad to see them go, but we will have a 
surprise next year! 
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter. Below you can read about wonder-
ful programs and experiences the team has worked hard on. Enjoy! 
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Upcoming Events! 

Monday 7st May –Labour Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Labour Day, also known as Eight Hours Day in Tasmania and May Day in 

the Northern Territory, commemorates the granting of the eight-hour 

working day for Australians. It also recognizes workers’ contributions to-

wards the nation’s economy. It is an annual public holiday and its date 

varies across the states and territories.  
 

Friday 11th May–  
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
We will be celebrating our special mums 

with an afternoon tea starting 3:00pm. Don’t 

forget to RSVP 
 

 

Sunday 13th May– Mother’s Day 
Today is mother’s day! Don’t forget to spoil your mum today! A lovely 

brekki in bed always goes down a treat! 
 

Thursday 26th May– National Sorry Day 
We will remember and commemorate the mistreatment of the coun-

try's indigenous population. National Sorry day is held on the 26th. 

 

Tuesday 5th June - World Environment Day 
On this day, we will learn about why it is so important to be inspired to 

care for and nurture our environment. We will be having a special visitor 

come to Little Ducks and help us get closer to nature. 

 

Wednesday 6th June– Queensland Day 
Come in dressed up as your favourite Queenslander! 

Queensland Day celebrations are part of Queensland Week, which fo-

cuses on the state's history and development, the people of Queens-

land, and their achievement 

 

Sunday 24th June – State of Origin 
Come dressed in your maroon and blue to support your team for 

Game 2 (Friday Dress Up) 



Birthdays!! 

Educator Spotlight ... 
Introducing Miss Caitlin! 
 
Caitlin has been at Little Ducks Fortitude Val-
ley since the centre opened. During this time, 
Caitlin has become an integral part of the cen-
tre.  
 
Caitlin has worked alongside many of the chil-
dren and has been involved in the centre since 
we opened.  
 
She has recently started studying her Diploma 
and taken on the role of Lead Educator. Cait-
lin has risen up to the challenge.  
 
Caitlin focuses on developing children’s confi-

dence and independence through encouragement, support and role model-
ling. This allows the children to develop their sense of agency. 
 
If you are unfamiliar with Miss Caitlin or see her around the centre feel free 
to introduce yourself and say hello! 

Isabella—3 Years old! 
Erin– 3 years old! 
Hugo—3 Years old! 
Aurdey—3 Years old! 
Danielle –3 Years old! 
Arth—3 Years old! 
James—3 Years old! 
Maisie—3 Years old! 
Isla—4 Years old! 
Dominic—4 Years old! 
Sam—4 Years old! 
Harrison—4 Years old! 
Ace—1 Year old! 
Genevieve—1 Year old! 
Hamish—1 Year Old! 
Charlotte—1 Year old! 

Henry—1 Year old! 
Ayla— 2 Years old! 
Mika—2 Years old! 
Gus—2 Years old! 
Olivia—2 Years old! 
Deon—2 Years old! 
Ashton—2 Years old! 
Sarah—2 Years old! 
George—2 Years old! 
Patrick— 3 Years old! 
Nolan—3 Years old! 
 

 



 

Nursery 1 Natter! 

 

 
 
 

We are so proud of how far all the children 

have developed over the last month!  

Almost all the children are now walking and 

with the exception of Xander everyone has 

celebrated their 1st Birthday! Thank you to 

all the families for including us in their 

celebrations. The children are becoming 

confident in communicating their needs to 

us through physical cues. This includes walking/crawling into the cot room, 

bathroom or table when invited to a routine time, sitting at the table or at a 

highchair to indicate they are hungry etc. We are allowing the children to 

have a voice into their routine as this helps build their confidence as little 

people and helps them to understand their body’s cues better. We will 

always respect family wishes and routines and if you have any concerns or 

questions please let us know.  

We have created a large portfolio display. This is to make them accessible 

for all families and give you the opportunity to sit down and read through 

your child’s observations and art works.  

Henny Penny was a huge success! The children became very confident 

walking down to Kindy and riding in the elevator. The children were 

amazingly gentle with the little chicks and became increasingly curious 

about the chickens as they grew. We then looked at continuing our interest 

in the chickens back in the room. We created our own interpretation of 

chickens, ripped paper to have chicks hatch out of an egg, sang old 

McDonald had a farm etc.  

Earth Hour (23rd March) and Earth Day (16th April)  have provided us with 

the opportunity to teach the children what 

we, as staff, are  learning about 

sustainability through Miss Megan’s 

teachings. We took all the children 

downstairs on both occasions and as we 

were leaving the children helped to turn off 

the lights. We went and explored the 

downstairs outside environment. We smelt 



 

Nursery 1 Natter! 

 

the herbs, looked at the flowers all whilst out in the natural sunlight and 

fresh air.  

We are currently incorporating Japanese into our room. This is to celebrate 

Miss Nozomi and Miss Yumeko’s cultural background. We are currently 

focusing on key words for water, nappy as well as head, shoulders, knees 

and toes. The children are becoming very curious and are responding very 

well to this. 

We are making our Acknowledgment to Country as part of our routine. The 

Acknowledgment to Country pays respect to the first people of Australia.  

To pay our respects on the lead up to ANZAC Day we have painted poppies 

and baked ANZAC Day biscuits. We have also listened to the Lest We 

Forget song.  



 

Nursery 2 Natter! 
 Hello everyone. Over the past two months our children have been reaching/achieving 

their new milestones mostly on their gross motor skills like crawling, walking and reaching 

out. However we have also witness development of all our children across all the learning 

and developmental aspects based on the interest and skills currently. Its been amazing to 

see & support them on their this journey to grow and develop through each and every 

day. 

Our friends Hazel, Noel and Ruby have well settled in their new environment and reaching 

out to new stories of their successes and milestones. And we were so glad to welcome 

Violeta, Bianca and Charlotte into our room. You all have been doing so well and started 

to settle down in your new environment. 

We now have individual portfolios for all our children on their learning stories in our room 

and we welcome you to have a look through it regularly and give us feedbacks so as to 

work together for supporting your child’s learning while with us. 

Over past two months we have celebrated quite a lot of centre events to teach and have 

fun learning about those events. 

Incorporating cultural diversity from India, we celebrated one of the major festival from 

India called “ Holi” which all our children loved playing with the colour (turmeric) and 

cooking some delicious “Ladoos”. 

Easter this year was so much fun. We celebrated over the week getting to engage our-

selves in different fun activities associated with it and finally ending with a small Easter 

parade. 

We taught our children about sustainability celebrating “Earth Hour & Earth day” in our 

centre. It was beautiful to turn off all the lights and other electrical equipment and go 

down stairs to play in natural environment. We also have incorporating several sustaina-

ble practices into our daily curriculum supporting and learning on the topic. 

Henny Penny was a huge success and loved by each and everyone. We loved visiting Kindy 

everyday to see the chickens hatch from the eggs and grow up. We loved patting and 

feeding them. It was a wonderful opportunity for our children to learn about their natural 

environment and being responsible about them. 

We also celebrated Anazc day to acknowledge our national heroes and  paying our due 

respect to them for their deeds by printing/stamping some poppy flowers and cooking our 

Anzac cookies along with our beautiful children. 



 

Senior Nursery Natter! 

 

Hello to all of the wonderful people taking the time to read our May/June news-

letter, I hope you enjoy reading all of the wonderful adventures our Senior Nursery 

classroom has been apart of these last few months!  

In early April we had the pleasure of welcoming 

some new members into our Senior Nursery fam-

ily. Zara, Hazel, Noel and Ruby made their big 

transition into their new classroom from Nursery 

2 with the amazing Miss Suchi! And we have also 

had the pleasure of welcoming more friends, Vin-

cent and Ben! 

We are all so proud of how far each of these children have come since joining their 

classroom, they have settled in so well, showing trust and confidence in their envi-

ronment, educators and peers. We can’t wait for the rest of the year with all of 

you!  

We sadly said goodbye to Deon, George and Gus who made their big move into 

Toddlers, we miss you all so much but thankfully you are only just next door. 

Our children have really come together as a classroom 

these last few weeks, they have shown so much interest 

in making friends and socialising throughout the day dur-

ing experience and group times, our children are showing 

so much empathy and respect for each and every one of 

their friends and it is such a wonderful thing to see.  

In the past month the children have been showing me 

their increasing confidence when it comes to verbally 

communicating, attempting to say new words and ex-

pressing their needs, interests and wants to their educators and friends. The chil-

dren have grown up so much in just the past 2 months and I’m so incredibly proud 

of how far they have come, they are starting to recognise and say their friends 

names with the help of bee bee bumble bee, the children have picked it up so 

quickly and love coming to join me on the mat for group time before meal times, 



 

Senior Nursery Natter! 

 

they confidently do the actions along with 

me and share so much laughter and excite-

ment with each other during this time. 

We have recently introduced familiar flash 

cards to the children, featuring every day 

objects the children come in contact with 

to encourage their confidence to say and 

recognise the items shown, in just a few 

short weeks, our children are able to identify and recognise items shown in the 

flash cards and tell their educators where those items are in real like such as cup, 

hat, nappy, water bottle etc. We have introduced letter sounding with the flash 

cards this last week and the children are already starting to pick it up!  

These past few months we have had a couple of events throughout our centre 

which we got to celebrate in our own way! We had... 

Earth hour!  

On this day the children and I created a 

wonderful cardboard box house, painting 

it green, white and blue to represent our 

the beautiful planet we live on, you might 

have seen it in our classroom last month! 

Along with this house we created a fort, 

for the children to explore the difference 

between light and dark with a puppet 

show using a flash light and glow sticks! 

Easter! 

What an exciting Easter it was this year in Senior Nursery, with so many creations 

and activities the children took part of to make our class room look and feel like 

Easter. We created our very own Easter eggs using marbles to create a paint mar-

ble masterpiece, you might have seen this up on our art appreciation wall at the 

end of March! They also created their own Easter eggs using bright colours to real-

ly bring them to life!  



 

Toddler 1 Tales! 
Hello and welcome from Toddler 1. This month we welcome Maria 
and Brooklyn into the room we are excited to be part of your 
learning. We say a huge congratulation to Hugo, Annabelle and 
Sarah who moved up to Toddler 2. We also said a sad goodbye to 
Ayla, Kai and Adrian who left us last month.  We wish them all the 
very best at their new centres.  
 
In the month of March/April we have set up new spaces inside and 
outside for the children. One of the spaces we have created is an 
eating area for the children outside. The children are now familiar 
with the routine and have been enjoying their meals outside at the 
tables. The menu is display for the day on the blackboard so the 
families know what food their children were being offered. We also created a shop in our home 
corner this was based on the children interest. The children role play shopping and pretend to 
give their friends money to pay for items. The children are using their language more every day 
as they collaborate in shared play experiences.  
 
Over the last two months we have been focusing on the children fine motor skills. The children 
have enjoyed activities as scooping, transferring and pouring water/sand and pom poms into 
bowls and cups. These activities help with their fine motor skills of holding and manipulate ob-
jects in their hands and improve hand eye co-ordination as they transfer objects. The children are 
now confident learners in using tongs because of these activities and can now use the tongs to 
choose their fruits at morning and afternoon tea. We have also been focusing on our gross motor 
skills. We have been practising on our balancing and climbing along on the obstacle course. Bikes 
races with our friends on our bike track are also a popular activity with the children outside and 
dancing to our favourite music. Which is The Wiggles and Hi 5 at present with the children ex-
pressing themselves to the music. We have some amazing dancers in the group.  
 
Toileting, has been a main focus in our room over the last few months with many of the children 
are starting toilet training with the help from their families, some of the children have succeed 
with this. Well Done! We have also been teaching the children the process and steps of getting 
dressed independently and putting their clothing back on. Most of the children are wanting to do 
this themselves. Which is wonderful to see.  
 

This month during group time we have been focusing on the 
children recognising their themselves (photo) and their name 
(Written text). Some of the children have been able to point to 
their name and letting their teachers what letter their name 
starts with.  
 
We will be continuing to focus next month on toileting training 
and taking care of our belonging. The children have started to 
place their shoes in their bags.  
 
Till next newsletter! Vicki, Amy and Emalieh  
 



 

Toddler 2! 
 
It has been great watching the children learn 
about space, as we have really gotten into making 
our own planets with paper mache. The children 
have enjoyed watching a rocket launch & seeing 
where the space aircraft takes us into outer 
space. 
 
The children have been keen to choose what 
planets they would like to go to, as they have ex-
pressed why they like going to that planet. We will continue to explore about space & 
learn about the dwarf planets. As the children have been keen to explore why they 
are dwarf planets & what their names are. 
The children have been engaged in cooking experience, as we have measured out 
the different ingredients and what ingredients we put into the mixture.  
 
As we have been continuing cooking, as we have made some banana bread and 
ginger bread. On our walks down to the kitchen, we noticed about the safe signs & 
what they mean. As we talked about what the signs mean & why we have to have 
the signs in our centre.  As we talked about what happens when their is a fire, what 
do we need to do?  
 

We had fun exploring the chickens, as the children 
got touch the chicks & explore the different colours 
for the chickens.  
 
We will continue to explore space & learn as much 
as possible about  space over the next coming 
month or so. We enjoy hearing about what you 
guys have done over your weekends.  We will con-
tinue to explore the children’s interest and see 
where that will lead us. 
 

The children have told Miss Sam & Miss Megan that we don’t touch fire cause it can 
hurt & that we need to tell a adult.  We also talked about different cultures, as we 
talked about what other cultures eat for Easter & other holidays.  With our space 
theme the children have been learning to counting from 1-15 but also counting down 
from 10-1 blast off.  
 
We explored what colours each planets are & how long each planet takes to go 
around the sun, we looked at where each planet sits in the solar system. This week 
have did our moon walk & walked into outer space, as the children wanted to explore 
what it’s like walking on space after our moon walk. 
 
Miss Sam & Miss Megan. 



 

Junior Kindy Catch Up! 
The last two months here in Junior Kindy have been a great adventure for all, 
for the last two months Miss Kathyrn was away exploring Europe. This meant 
that Miss Caitlin stepped up to be the lead of the room, with that we spent the 
start of March exploring a multitude of new different room layouts and yard lay-
outs. It's been great to get positive feedback on these; the children have been 
loving having their folders on the wall with their picture on it. We've noticed 
through the last two months the children taking their parents over to the wall, 
pointing out which folder is there with their art and learning stories inside. 
They've also been pointing out their friends faces to their parents, finally being 
able to have a face to some of the names the children might mention at home. 
 
Over the last two months we've begun creating and exploring using unconven-
tional materials with the children, while learning about Dinosaurs we used a 
large supply of recycled materials to create our very own Dinosaur. We've also 

made our own Doll house for some furniture the 
children wished to bring into the room, along with 
creating our own toy fire extinguishers and fire 
trucks. This has gotten the children thinking more 
and more about how they might be able to make 
something they don't have before them. We hope 
to continue supporting this kind of creativity in 
Junior Kindy, helping the children in creating their 
own projects and bringing to life more of the ide-

as in their mind.  
 
Over the last two months we have been practicing many self-help skills within 
the room, promoting the idea of the children trying certain aspects of their rou-
tine themselves and building up to doing it all by themselves. This has included 
getting our own bedding out and putting it away, helping to put the beds out for 
rest time and packing them up after. Some of the children have been helping to 
carry the food plates to the tables, and practicing 
setting the table for their friends before a meal 
time. Putting on socks and shoes has also been 
something we've been working on in the past two 
months, getting the children involved in these kinds 
of things to help them develop the skills needed to 
complete the task on their own and it's been great 
to see some of the children only come to us when 
they just need their laces tied. 
Over the two months our new home corner lay out has been very popular with 

the children, from simply having more space to create their own role play 

games to  



 

Junior Kindy Catch Up! 
the new toy additions to the area. The children have 

been exploring their dramatic play a lot more, cre-
ating their own little cafe and restaurants in home 
corner where they invite their friends to and try 
their latest cooking sensation. The home corner 
has also become a hair salon for the dolls, chil-
dren and even some of the educators, everyone 
receiving the latest hair trends including wash, hair 
chalk colours and even some creative pipe cleaner 
and straw hair styles. And when fire fighters were all everyone wanted to be, 
our home corner became their fire station where they would have a quick 
breakfast before rushing over to put out the fire. We hope to continue being 
able to provide this space for the children to explore their dramatic play, 
changing it and updating as their interests change. 
 
Henny Penny has come during this time as well, the children have been so 
excited to see the chickens each day. From watching each egg hatch and the 
new baby chicken finally move over to join its brothers and sisters, to getting 

to touch the baby chickens for the first time it has 
been wonderful to see them all so excited. The chil-
dren have really been asking to go see the chickens, 
going down and always looking forward to however 
long they spend down there with them. It's been 
great to see some of children go from being a little 
unsure of touching them, to being one of the first 
willing to hold out their hands to hold the baby chick-
en. This has been a wonderful addition to the days 

of the week, the children will be sad to see the chickens go but they know 
they'll be back next year. 
 

As we move forward into the next few months, we say good bye to Miss Cait-
lin who is moving to Senior Nursery to become the new lead Educator of the 
room and we'll all miss seeing her face each day in the class room. Miss 
Kathyrn will return from her holiday and will surely have lots of great stories 
and photos to share with the children, we hope to continue bringing the chil-
dren's ideas to life through play and helping them along their learning adven-
tures. As we explore ANZAC day and what that means to us, continuing to 
explore the different ways we can practice sustainability and much more. We 
know the next few months will be filled with new exciting discoveries, we can't 
wait to see what will happen next here.  



“Children are likely to grow up to what you believe in them” 

Lady Bird Johnson 

Our Kindergarteners have successfully reached the first 

quarter of the year 2018, as a team. They have taken a long 

leap building their confidence emotionally, socially, physical- ly 

and cognitively in our flexible environment. They feel re-

spected, safe and supported and their voices are always 

heard.  

Our children have involved in various planned and un-

planned activities throughout the month of March and April. 

Our Garden project along with a book, ‘Sid the seed’ have 

expanded children’s thinking and inspired them to engage 

in meaningful conversations about how a small seed grows 

into a plant and a tree. They really do take good care of our 

vegetable garden as we are close to see our own Kindy 

grown tomatoes. They are amazed to see the plant grow 

and have planned a cooking experience with pasta and 

tomato sauce when our tomatoes are ripe. We also learnt about how earthworms can help our 

plant. Relating to our project, we have had many activities like herb playdough, painting with 

natural leaf brush, digging potatoes, sorting, counting seeds, measuring tomato plant and esti-

mating the height it grows using tape and our body, being creative by making their own garden 

using the resources given to them. Children created a 

‘Kindy Garden” story book as a small group. 

For our literacy, we have landed on the letter Qq. We 

have learnt a lot of words using the letter sounds. Chil-

dren brought objects for show and share corresponding 

to the letter of the week. We have had more cooking 

experiences relating to our letter of the week. The letter 

‘G’ for Gingerbread man, ‘I’ for India and Ice cream, ‘N’ 

for Naan bread and ‘P’ for Pie and Pizza became fa-

mous. Children wore Indian dresses, bangles and Bindi and involved in festival of colours 

throughout the day. Children are encouraged to write their names in their art works where most 

of the children attempts to write their full name without any prompt. We have started to compre-

hend stories and order the scenes -start, middle and the end. Children use their language to 

 

Kindergarten Program! 



talk about what happened in the story, what they liked the most 

and came up with their own stories. 

Numeracy was lot of fun learning. We have learnt about 

shapes, patterns and numbers in a creative, imaginative and 

also physically challenging ways. This has involved lot of inter-

actions, negotiations, problem solving using trial and error 

methods, cooperation and collaboration. 

We celebrated World Harmony Day, World Water Day, Earth Hour Day. We discussed about 

the importance of these days. Followed by Easter Fun, came the Henny Penny Chicken hatch-

ing that gave children real life experiences about their world and living things that live in it.  

We have explored the Life cycle of a Chicken and ended up 

with a cut and paste activity reflecting on what we have ob-

served and learned throughout the weeks. We have experi-

mented with mixing colours. With our Space Project, children 

have had a lot of relevant and enjoyable activities like mak-

ing a large recycled rocket, astronauts, papier-mâché plan-

ets, forming craters, volcanoes and naming each planet and 

facts about each one. 

Physical challenges and team sports includes, Musical Chairs, Dominoes and Dice, Bean Bag 

Toss, Snap Cards- Go fishing; Alphabets, Numbers, Peg Boards patterns, Coloured pattern 

threading and Light Board challenge with shapes. 

Children are encouraged to get organised by placing their belonging in their own lockers. We 

incorporated sustainability practices, caring for the environment and hygiene practices on a dai-

ly basis. We will continue to follow this throughout the coming months.  

Next couple of months plan: 

For literacy, we will continue Alphabets letters, reading and listening to stories and writing skills. 

To support the development of important perceptual skills such as visual discrimination (What’s 

the difference?), Figure ground (where is it?), Spatial relationships and visual memory game. 

More open-ended play experiences will be planned, where children engage in both self-directed 

and teacher supported experiences. We will continue to be creative on anything and everything 

that falls along the way to our utmost and build on our knowledge. 

 

Kindergarten Program! 



 

Our Community ... 

Sustainability Corner! 
Megan is our sustainability office here at Little Ducks! Each month Megan creates 
a great module and we implement learning experiences with the children based 
on an area of learning within the topic of Sustainability. 
 
We have recently been focusing on Energy—this worked in well with “Earth Hour” 

Little Ducks has started to head down to the New Farm Neighbourhood Centre on 
School Holidays to run some great activities and programs for the children! It was 
so popular we are going to make this a tradition. 
 
Upcoming Community Events 
 
Friday 11th May—Mothers Day Afternoon Tea at Little Ducks—3.00pm 
 
Wednesday 20th June—Parent and Community Information Evening at Little 
Ducks—5.30pm 
 
24 MAR 2018 – 5 AUG 2018 - GOMA Kids ART—Free 
 
30/06/18—15/07/18—Day out with Thomas— The Railway Museum - tickets 
online 



Healthy Habits! 

Fruity Yoghurt Breakfast Crunch 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ingredients 
 1 mango, peeled and chopped 
 2 kiwi fruit, peeled and chopped 
 2 tbs freshly squeezed orange juice 
 2 x 170g tubs reduced-fat mango yoghurt 
 1 cup granola-style breakfast cereal 
 

Method 
1. Mix chopped mango and kiwi fruit with orange juice. 
2. Place cereal in 2 breakfast bowls, top with mango and kiwi mix and yoghurt. 
 Eat straightaway or place in the fridge for up to an hour before serving. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.healthykids.nsw.gov.au/recipes/fruity-yoghurt-breakfast-crunch.aspx 


