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Firstly I would like to take the opportunity to Welcome everyone back to the Centre for 2018! 
I hope everyone had a fantastic holiday season and are all ready for the great things to come 
in 2018. I am so excited to be apart of the Little Ducks family this year. We have some exciting 
plans this year and the team is ready to create and implement some creative and exciting edu-
cational programs .  
 
I have been working in the Early Learning Sector for almost seven years now and have 
achieved my Qualifications in both Early Childhood Education and Care and a Bachelor Degree 
in Business from the University of Southern Queensland. I love this sector so much, this is the 
one job where we can work with families, the community and children to truly inspire, sup-
port and be involved the lives of the next generation of thinkers, leaders who may one day 
change the world in ways we cant even imagine. Our jobs would not be possible if it wasn't for 
the relationships we build with you, as you know your children better than everyone and you 
are their first teacher, their security and their favorite people. We cherish this responsibility 
and we welcome you to be involved with our Centre and programs as much or as little as you 
like, but please know the door is always open for ideas, input and your involvement. 
 
Over the next few weeks, you will receive quite a bit of information from the educators in 
your child’s room and from the office. Clarity and communication is very important to us and 
we want to insure you fully understand what to expect on each level at the Centre, as well as 
what to expect from the team and myself.   
 
Denise, my Assistant Centre Manager, will be located on level two if you ever need support 
from the office and I am unavailable. She is more than happy to help and can answer any 
question you may have. 
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter. The educators have written a few paragraphs 
about them for you read to help you to get to know the people who will be caring for your 
family this year.              Thanks,  Jamie. 
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Our Program 

Yummies for Little Tummies 
Healthy Eating is such an important part of daily life. Yummies for Little Tummies are 
the amazing chefs who provide the delicious meals we provide at the centre.  The 
meal menus are created by a nutritionist, the owner, to ensure only the best meals 
are cooked. The meals have no preservatives or nasties and are made fresh every 
day and delivered to the centre before most children have arrived. 
 
Each Friday the following weeks Menu will go up on in the lifts and the parent infor-
mation are in your child’s room. 
 
One great thing about Yummies is they will also provide for any cultural requests or 
intolerances with the same meal, or similar  
 
To support each development stage, there are menus for 3 different age groups: 6-9 
months, 9-12 months and 1-4 years.  Each age group has 4 different weekly menus 
that rotate and update seasonally, exposing the kids to enormous variety.   
 
If you would like to add meals just let the office know. It is a great time saver and is 
nutritious and delicious, our educators even eat Yummies! 

 

Our Approved Kindergarten Program operates from Monday – Friday, 8.30-4.00pm for 40 
weeks per year . Children however can attend for any of the service opening hours 
6.30am—6.00pm. The Approved Kindergarten Program has been designed to allow all chil-
dren access to a year of Education prior to start Prep. The Program is approved to be run by 
Schools, Community Kindergarten’s, Family Day Care and Long Day Care . 
At Little Ducks Fortitude Valley the Kindergarten Day begins with us moving down to ground 
level, this signals the beginning of the Kindy as we begin to discuss and plan out our day.  At 
the end of the Kindy day (4.00pm), the children join the remainder of the service on level 3n 
the yard or indoor/outdoor environment. 
On enrolment we are required to collect  each child’s birth certificate and Health Care Card
(if applicable) to confirm the child is eligible and allow you to take benefit of a reduced rate 
for Kindergarten Program.  
Children eligible for the Kindy Program in 2018 will be born between 1/7/13 – 30/6/14 . 
Through the year Tracey & Suder document learning all year and then will collect infor-
mation from you about the school your child will attend.  We will directly communicate with 
each school and at the end of the year prepare a transition statement for each child  to sup-
port the transition to school. Giving them a flying start! 



 

Nursery 1 Natter! 

 

Hello Families, 

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce my-
self, My name is Olivia and I am the Lead Educator in 
Nursery one. 

In 2017, I started at Little Ducks in the Nursery as the 
Lead Educator. My passion for children's learning and 
development has grown since I started here. Everyday I 
cherish the moments I get to spend with your precious 
family, helping them explore the world and the environ-
ment, make friends and awesome discoveries each day. 

Being an educator in the Nursery is so different to the 
older rooms. I believe it is so important that I am able to work with you so I can 
provide the best possible care for you and your family. This age group is so person-
al and important. I understand this may be your first time having a child in care, so 
I endeavour to give you peaks into their day by sharing stories, photos and videos 
with you and also sharing their work with you.  

If this is your first time coming to childcare, please feel free to call as a many 
times as you like. I am more than happy to tell you about their day. I will always be 
open and honest about their day with you.  

Thank you for allowing me to care and educator your precious family this year at 
Little Ducks, I cant wait to see what adventures we go on! 

 Welcome Families! 

My Name is Salma and I am the assistant educator in 
the Nursery Room. I am so excited to spend another 
year in with the beautiful babies.  

I cant wait to get to know each of you and your gor-
geous children this year! I love being creative and 
providing individual care and love to the children.  

If I have not met you yet, please drop by and say Hi! 

Salma  



Nursery 2 Natter! 
 

Hope you had a wonderful holiday and I welcome you and your beau-

tiful children to an amazing new year in Nursery two. Introducing my-

self in brief, I am Suchi, your Lead Educator, I have been working in 

the Early Childhood industry as an educator since 2015.  

I have worked with Little Ducks, Fortitude Valley since its opening and 

its been beautiful two years of working towards nurturing and men-

toring beautiful minds and souls. I have completed Diploma of early 

childhood education in January 2017. 

I am so excited to have your child in my class this year. I am looking 

forward to working with you and your child as we teach to reach for 

the stars. I believe learning is happening all the time and is interwoven 

through all developmental domains.  

Therefore, the goal of my program would be to make our learning experiences safe, positive, and 

fun, nurturing the whole self as I strive to guide them into the next stage of development with con-

fidence in themselves and an excitement for continued learning. I also believe children need the 

assurance of being loved and cared for while they are enjoying an educational environment hence 

we would be focussing on building a strong bond with your child as we move through the year. 

Last but not the least I consider you all beautiful families, families a vital aspect of my program. 

Hence, I am looking forward to work with you and getting to know your child and helping them to 

grow and develop to have best possible start in their journey of life. 

My name is Nozomi Minami I am from Japan and living in Australia for 

7 years now. I have been working at Little Ducks for 2 years and I am 

so enjoying to see all of your children’s smile every single day.  

I am qualified with a Diploma of Early Childhood Education and Care, 

and I have done Japanese Family Day Care for 3 years before I started 

at Little Ducks. I have been in the childcare more than 5 years now, 

however I still learn and notice how meaningful it is to be an educator 

to support children and their family through everyday routine and a 

wide variety of activities.  

I always believe that children are such  creators, and have own 

thoughts and beliefs. I hope I will be the one of the people who 

give lots of information and opportunities to expand their world, 

then this supports their future to be amazing.  I am so passionate about doing music and art 

activities as I have been playing the piano through my life. Music makes people happy, positive 

and relax which I believe and experienced. I cant wait to share my love for creativity with the 

children and families. I am so excited to be an educator for your family, and share all the fun 

moment with you!! 



 

Senior Nursery Natter! 
 Hi, I am Taylor and I am you r Lead Educator! 

I have been apart of the wonderful Little Ducks family for over 1 year 

now, Little Ducks was my first official job in Early Education, and since 

joining I can honestly say that Little Ducks have supported me and 

helped me grow into the educator I am today. Everyone you meet is so 

happy, positive and easily approachable, which makes it such an easy 

environment that you want to work in, it’s a pleasure coming to work 

everyday knowing I have the support of a big family. 

Teaching children is my passion, as an Early Childhood Educator I am 

given the opportunity to make a life long impression on each of the chil-

dren’s lives that walk through my classroom doors each day. Security 

and trust are very important components as well, building a trusting relationship with each child is 

the foundation for making a child feel safe, comfortable and connected to their learning environ-

ment, I believe children should be given choices, responsibilities, and opportunities to initiate their 

own learning. Children’s interest are constantly changing therefore the goal of my program is to 

make this ongoing learning experience safe, positive, fun, and nurturing for each individual child, as 

I strive to guide them into the next stage of development with confidence in themselves and an 

excitement for continued learning. 

You can expect an approachable, dependable, positive and friendly educator, I want each parent to 

feel safe and comfortable when they leave their child in our hands, I will make it my mission to al-

ways be there to tell you how your child’s day has been, and tell you all the new things your child 

learnt throughout the day. Throughout the week I plan my program according to the interests and 

ideas of each individual child, I observe and then extend on those interests by doing experiences 

and activities stemming from their interest first shown, it’s a very flexible, spontaneous program 

and I engage all parents to read it (its up on our orange carpet wall). 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter to you, I hope you meet you and your beautiful 

child in person when you come around for a tour of our wonderful room, I’ll be happy to show you 

around and give you a little tour of our Senior Nursery classroom.  

Hello everyone, my name is Denise Pagett, I lovingly joined the Little Ducks 

Fortitude Valley team in December 2017. I am the Assistant Centre Manager 

and I will also be working as one of the Lead Educators in the Senior Nursery 

on Level Two along with Taylor and Allie. 

I’ve had many years’ experience with a variety of different job descriptions 

and areas around a child care centre, also stepping out into OSCH and as a 

private Nanny. I started my journey when I was just 12 years old being a 

baby sitter for a young family every Saturday.  My passion started from here 

and has never diminished.  



 

Senior Nursery Natter! 

 

Since I was a little girl I always said that I wanted to work with and support children in so many way. 

So, in my eyes, dreams do come. 

Having been given this wonderful opportunity to work along side Jamie is such a privilege. My goal 

as the Assistant Centre Manager here at Little Ducks is to help and support Jamie in all the daily 

operations of the centre, and transforming this already amazing centre into an even more amazing 

centre. I strive to build on having a strong community connection and have this centre feel like 

home.  I am so excited to be working with the team on Level two to create inspiring and engaging 

programs each day which we can share the stories with you. 

One aspect of Early Childhood Education is how I can connect with families and provide personal-

ised care for families. My mission is always to create a strong connection with all children and their 

families, I have a strong philosophy to help provide a fun learning experience where children can 

freely engage in open ended play and learning, ultimately following their ideas and learning from 

the environment around them to make amazing discoveries every day. 

My name is Allie, I am the assistant educator in Senior Nursery. 

I am excited to have the opportunity to begin my career in Early child-

hood Education at Little Ducks Fortitude Valley.  

I thrive in a creative environment and am happy to be able to take this 

ability and share it with the children. Arts and crafts is both a passion 

and a hobby of mine, therefore I expect that our room will always be 

full of our creative experiences from our little artists. 

I have been in a lot of different industries throughout my work history 

and am happy to say that working with children is definitely where I am 

supposed to be. I take pride in having this opportunity to help children 

grow and learn more about themselves and the world around them. 

Learning through play is the main philosophy I will ensure to follow, I believe that it allows children 

to use their own imagination and curiosity to flourish. No one child is alike and because of this, I 

endeavour to earn the trust of each child to gain further information on their interests and abilities.  

Communication between myself and the families is always open and I definitely encourage it! If 

there is a certain interest/game/song your child loves, I would love to hear about it to incorporate 

it into their play. 

I am so excited for this year in Senior Nursery Two and look forwarding to getting to know you and 

your family. 

Allie Cassin 



 

Toddler 1 Tales! 
Dear families, 

I have been working with children from birth to five years 

since 2010. I have been with Little Ducks Childcare now for 3 

and ½ years, opening our Bardon centre before transferring 

to Fortitude Valley in August of 2016. I have a qualification 

of a Diploma of early Childhood Education which I complet-

ed in September of 2017.  

I love the nursery and toddler age group and how much chil-

dren absorb learning in their first three years of life. I am a 

child at heart and believe in creating a fun loving, spontane-

ous and relaxed but exciting atmosphere within our learning 

environment.  

Positive interactions and play, I believe are two of the most powerful ways of learning. My 

aim is to ensure all children are safe, happy, and are having lots of fun while learning when in 

my care.  I believe children thrive to learn and they learn from all that is around them at eve-

ry point of their day even during routine transitions such as meal times and toileting.  

I am looking forward to being a part of your child’s growth and development and working 

together to ensure your child will have the best possible start in their journey of life. 

Hi Families, 
 
My name is Vicki Samios and I am one of the assistants in Toddler One in 2018.  
 
A quick overview of my experience so far as an educator. I have worked in Long day care cen-

tres and After School Care over the last fifth teen years. I 
have worked in roles as a Lead Educator and Assistant 
working with children from six weeks old to five years of 
age. Most of my experience is with children from six 
weeks to two years of age. I have my Diploma of Children 
services with I completed in 2009 and I have also have a 
Bachelor of Child and Family Studies with I completed at 
Griffith University in 2012.  
 
I am passionate about Early Education and teaching 
young children new skills which will help them grow, de-
velop and discover the world around them. These skills 
will carry them through primary school, secondary 
school, and for the rest of their life. I creatively strive to 
encourage learning through play, exploring and experi-
menting as they discover and learn new things.  



 

Toddler 1 Tales! 
with children from six weeks old to five years of age. Most of my experience is with children 
from six weeks to two years of age. I have my Diploma of Children services with I completed 
in 2009 and I have also have a Bachelor of Child and Family Studies with I completed at 
Griffith University in 2012.  
 
I am passionate about Early Education and teaching young children new skills which will help 
them grow, develop and discover the world around them. These skills will carry them 
through primary school, secondary school, and for the rest of their life. I creatively strive to 
encourage learning through play, exploring and experimenting as they discover and learn 
new things.  
 
Something unique about myself is, I have five older sisters with two sets of twins in my fami-
ly.  
 
What parents can expect from me is, I will provide a warm caring environment that encour-
ages learning for your child to grow within a safe and supportive environment I build warm 
relationships with all children to make them feel welcomed and valued giving them a sense 
of belonging and confidence in themselves. I will provide activities that will challenge them 
that is age appropriate based for their current skill level and interests. Making learning fun 
and provide support throughout the day to build confidence in each child. My belief is to re-
spect all children, their feelings, experiences, and their cultural and linguistic diversity. I am 
passionate in creating a healthy, safe, creative and stimulating environment for all children.  
 
I look forward to meeting you and your child in Senior Nursery Two. As we learn and grow 
together at Little Ducks.  
 
 
Hi there, my name is Emaleih, I am an assistant educator in 
the Toddler 1 Room. Since I can remember I have always had 
a want to work with children. I love watching children smil-
ing having fun and learning new things. As an educator I 
want to be a part of that journey with your child.  
 
Some things I enjoy partaking in is colouring in, dancing and 
building. The children’s imagination and creativity will be 
flourishing throughout the day. 
Children have such a wild imagination and so much room to 
grow and learn everyday is a joy watching children learn new 
things and the excitement it brings to them through the 
recognition of the new task they have learnt.  

 



 

Toddler 1 Tales! 
As an educator it gives me thrills to see this happening in their eyes and on their faces. The 
joy it brings to them makes me so proud to be an educator and provide them these experi-
ences. As an educator is my job to be a role model and help the children learn and grow and 
help them to learn through my actions, having someone looking up to you is such a pleasure 
and I look forward to learning more and more about your children everyday and helping 
them flourish and grow day by day. 
 
Learning about the children helps me to become a better educator every day and that is 
what I am aiming to do. I encourage to learn new things every day and I want to do the same 
and grow within myself to further benefit your child’s education. I have only been working in 
childcare since September when I started at this centre, so as your children learn so do I. 
I am delighted to be a part of this journey with you and your child and can not wait to get to 
know you and your family throughout the year. 
 
Welcome!! 

 



 

Toddler 2! 
Dear Families, 
 
My name is Samantha, everyone calls me Sam. I have 12 year 
experience working in childcare. I have been working with chil-
dren within a Centre environment and also as a Nanny. I enjoy 
working out, reading books & hanging out with friends. I also 
love to travel and explore new things, I have spent some time 
in India which I loved and taught me a lot of other cultures 
and different ways of light. I completed my 12th year of school 
over in India. 
I am here to help with what you are doing at home e.g. Toi-
leting, special events and I would love to hear about your 
goals for your children over the year.  I endeavour to ensure that there is open communica-
tion between Families & Educators to ensure we are on the same page and exceeding your 
expectations. I believes families are key to quality early learning programs so I always do my 
best to be open and approachable to all families. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me about anything! 

 
My name is Megan, I an the Assistant Educator in the Toddler Two 

Room.  

My Passion is working with children and providing meaningful ex-

periences for children to engage with. I love watching children 

grow and learn new things as they discover using their imagination 

and curiosity. 

I enjoy music and singing with the children, so many songs will fly 

through the room during the day.  

I enjoy watching children learn about the wonders of the world 

and seeing their excitement at learning about so many things. This 

drives my passion to see children flourish, learn social skills and build friendships at a young 

age. I take pride in being able to encourage children to grow and learn more about the world 

and their surroundings while role modelling the behaviour like them to learn about. I en-

deavour to learn as much about the children under my care, so I can cater for their varying 

needs. 

That learning about the children helps me to understand what they child might need when 

they are struggling to ds or actions within the different situations while also understanding 

where the child is coming from. Lows me to role model to help encourage the children to 

use their words and to follow my lead in that kind of situation. 

I would love to get to know you and your family. 

Megan Landman 



 

Junior Kindy Catch Up! 
Dear Children and Families, 
 
My name is Kathryn Gregory and I will be the Lead Educator in the 
Junior Kindy room for 2018. I have completed my Diploma in Early 
Childhood Education and Care and have been working as a Lead 
Educator within the Toddlers room for Little Ducks Fortitude Valley 
from early 2017.  
 
I have been travelling through the world for the last ten years, and 
within this time I have gained a lot of experience with working with 
people from many diverse backgrounds. I will use this knowledge 
that I have gained from travel and use it now in childcare to teach 
the children within my care about this amazing country that we live 
in.  
 
My personal philosophy is that children learn through play, with gently guidance from the edu-
cators and their family members around them. We are here to help guide and nurture the chil-
dren through their early years, so that they have the best start in life possible, with endless op-
portunities to one day become tomorrow’s leaders.  
 
Whilst the children are within my care, I will listen carefully to all their stories and help them 
grow their minds, bodies and souls through my education and care, and help support families 
along the way throughout their journey.  
 
I am Caitlin and I’ve been at Little Ducks Fortitude  
Valley since the opening of the centre. 
 
I completed my certificate and in 2017 I began my Diploma in 
Early Education and care, I am enjoying the study and learning 
as well as working because I feel I get the hands-on experience 
as well as the knowledge.  
 
I am passionate about early education because I get to be the 
hands that help mould the bright and creative minds, encour-
aging them and helping them grow but I have also learnt so 
much from the educators and children I have worked with. I 
have worked in all ages from 8 weeks to 5 years, I find them all 
amazing in their own ways as they all have such unique and 
special talents. 
 
In 2018 I want the families I work with to feel comfortable and safe having them in my care, 
that they will have the best of the best, so they are supported knowledgably and emotionally. I 
want the transition between home life and care life to be as smooth as possible. 
 



 

Junior Kindy Catch Up! 
A little about myself, I enjoy getting out and about with friends and family, beach, parks, 
mountain climbs but I also love hanging at home playing around on photoshop to make infor-
mation prints. 
 
I cannot wait to get to know all the new and old families of Junior Kindy in 2018. 

 
 
Hello, my name is Jamie and I am one of the educators in the Jun-

ior Kindy room for 2018. I am going on my third year of working in 

the childcare industry, with Little Ducks being my second job in 

the industry. During my time in childcare I have worked mostly in 

the Kindy room, along with the Junior Kindy room.  During my 

time in the kindy room I was given the opportunity to take on the 

position of inclusion support for an additional needs child. These 

experiences have really helped me develop and grow as an educa-

tor, giving me the skills and ability to approach a lot of situations 

and set for to accomplish a lot in my short time as an early child-

hood educator. 

 

Early childhood education has always been something I have been interested in since I was in 

school myself, and while I didn’t start to pursue this until later in life it has been something I 

have been very passionate about and have taken great pride in working within the industry. 

Being able to help young minds grow and learn, helping them to understand the world around 

them and really be a guide as they learn a variety of skills and even about themselves it’s 

something so rewarding. I look forward to coming to work each day, every day is an adventure 

in early childhood education and I can’t wait for tomorrow. 

 

I like to explore the arts in new and creative ways, always looking for a new way to make 

something or for the children to get in and be creative. From creating our own dress ups to 

creating our own window art decals, being able to bring this into our environments and create 

these opportunities for everyone to express themselves creatively.  

 

As an educator I am approachable and always willing to discuss any matters or concerns you 

may have, while also extending this into my interactions with the children I want them to al-

ways feel like they are able to come to me for anything from chatting about their weekend to 

help they may need with a task. I strive to create a positive environment where every child’s 

voice is heard, where they can grow and learn at their own pace and being to flourish as a per-

son. I look forward to getting to spend another year here in the Junior Kindy room, getting to 

know the new families and children who will be joining us in 2018 as we begin a new learning 

adventure. 
 



 

                                                             

 

 

Kindergarten Program! 



 
 

Kindergarten Program! 


