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We have passed the 1/2 way mark and are powering 
ahead into Terms 3 and 4 here at Little Ducks. Walk-
ing around the rooms it is amazing to think back on 
the beginning of the year and consider how much the 
children have grown and learnt. Nursery children who 
were just starting to feel comfortable away from the 
care of their mums and dads are now confident and  
finding their feet by walking. Many of our toddler chil-
dren are now independent young children in the Jun-
ior Kindy room showing us they can take care of 
themselves with increasing confidence and capabili-
ties. Our Kindy children are looking forward to Pre-

school and are beginning to show us they are socially and emotionally resilient and ready to 
take on the new challenges that Preschool will off next year. Finally our Preschool children, 
the leaders of our learning community are showing empathy and compassion to the younger 
children are working to set a good example and be role models.  
 
We have talked a lot about being role models and offering good advice recently with the chil-
dren. Our youngest children look up to our Preschoolers and Kindy children just as the chil-
dren in all the rooms look up to our educators. This is what makes it so vitally important to 
have a strong team of passionate, engaged and nurturing educators. Early childhood educa-
tors are not the highest paid of professionals but certainly the time, energy and dedication 
they contribute to their roles is extraordinary. Many of our educators spend their days teach-
ing, nurturing, comforting and loving the children enrolled in their classrooms and then return 
home to their own families to start the process all over again. I would just like to take this op-
portunity to thank our incredible educators for their energy and dedication. We are so blessed 
to have a team who genuinely treat the children in our service as though they were their own. 
This dedication is something that cannot be taught.  
 
We are looking forward to our next Networking night on the 25th September to 
introduce some new members of our team and spend some time 
strengthening these educator family bonds over Dips and Cider. 
Hope to see you all there.  
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Upcoming Events! 
… September/October ... 

September 
 

Monday 1st– Drum Beats Australia Show  

Join us in learning how to tap into rich universal traditions of using music and rhythm as 

a tool of communication and develop the ability to express ourselves rhythmically in a 

positive way! 

 

Sunday 3rd—Australian National Flag Day 

Celebrate on Monday 4th with the red white and blue flag that makes us all proud 

Australians. 
 

Wednesday 6th - National ECE Day 

Celebrating the important role of early childhood educators play in educating and 

caring for tomorrow’s leaders. 
 

Friday 1st –Father’s Day Afternoon Tea 

Come along for a special Afternoon Tea to celebrate our dads. Starting 3:30pm. 
 

Sunday 3rd –Father’s Day 

Don’t forget to spoil your dads! 
 

Thursday 21st –21st International Day of Peace 

A day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both within and among all na-

tions and people. 
 

Friday 15th – Talk Like Pirate Day  

It is also the official fundraising and awareness day of childhood cancer in Australia 

for Childhood Cancer Support.   
 

October 
 

Sunday 1st – China’s National Day 

Leading upto this day we’ll learn about China and what makes their country special. 
 

Monday 2nd –Queens Birthday - Public holiday 
 

Monday 16th –World food Day 

A day of action against hunger. Bring along a non-perishable item of food for us to 

donate to the needy.. 
 

Friday 20th –Loud Shirt Day 

Its an excuse to wear your brightest clothes and donate a Gold coin to help deaf chil-

dren. 
 

Monday 16th –Sunday 22nd National Nutrition Week 

Lets learn to eat right and eat for our health. 
 

Monday 23rd –27th Children’s Week 

Children’s week celebrates the rights of children to enjoy childhood. Its time for chil-

dren to demonstrate their talent, skills and abilities. 
 

Friday 28th –National Bandana Day 

Support young Children living with Cancer by buying a bandana. 
 

Tuesday 31st Halloween  

Dress up with us and enjoy this traditionally Celtic celebration. 



Reminders... 

 

Centre Birthdays! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

We value your input and 

feedback so please refer to 

the Policy Review Folder in 

the foyer for more information 

or to provide any comments 

or suggestions.  

 

The  policies/procedures in 

review during September/

October  are:  

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Island Cultural Awareness 

Policy 

 Access, Equity and enrol-

ment Policy 

 Chemical storage & dan-

gerous products Policy 

 Cleaning and Hygiene 

Policy 

 Late collection of children 

Policy 

 Discrimination, Harass-

ment, bullying and Occu-

pational violence Policy 

 Administering Paraceta-

mol Policy 

 Behaviour Management– 

Positive Guidance Policy 

 Biting Management Policy 

and Procedure 

 Dental Hygiene Policy 

 Exclusion Policy 

 

Policy Reviews 

 Graduation T-shirts Last chance to put in your order for a Gradua-

tion T-shirt. These are expected to be ready early September 

ready to wear for the last term of the year. 

 Egg Allergies Please remember that we have children at the ser-

vice allergic to egg. No quiche, frittata, omelette or egg promi-

nent items to be placed in lunchboxes please.  
 Senior Playground door 

Can I please remind families of the importance of closing the 

door between the hall and playground every time you walk. 

• Eleanor 
• Oliver 
• Harrison 
• Leo 
• Paloma 
• Owen 
• Benjamin 

• Henry 

 

• Zara 
• Jensen 
• James 
• Bianca 
• Harvey 
• Tara 
• Macie 

• Cian 
• Riley 
• Olivia 
• Leo 



Little Gem Wedge Salad with 
Blue Cheese & Herb Dressing 

Method: 
 

Little Gem lettuce is like a cross between romaine and butterhead. It's 

perfect for making an updated take on the wedge salad in this 

healthy recipe. If you can't find Little Gem, use half a romaine heart for 

each serving. You can order Point Reyes Original blue cheese online 

from pointreyescheese.com or substitute another raw-milk blue 

cheese.  

 

• To prepare dressing: Place ¾ cup blue cheese, yogurt, oil, vine-

gar, mustard, parsley, oregano, garlic, salt and pepper in a 

blender or food processor. Blend until almost smooth. 

 

 

• To prepare salad: Cut each head of lettuce in half lengthwise 

and place on a large salad plate. Dollop 2 tablespoons of the 

dressing over each serving and top with more blue cheese, ba-

con and scallions. Serve with extra dressing on the side, if desired. 

Ingredients 

 

• Blue Cheese & Herb Dressing 

• ¾ cup crumbled Point Reyes 

Original blue cheese 

• ⅔ cup whole-milk plain Greek 

yogurt 

• ¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil 

• 2 tablespoons white-wine vine-

gar 

• 1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

• 1 tablespoon chopped flat-leaf 

parsley 

• 1 tablespoon chopped fresh 

oregano 

• 1 medium clove garlic 

• ¼ teaspoon kosher salt 

• ¼ teaspoon ground pepper 

• Salad 

• 6 heads Little Gem lettuce 

• ½ cup crumbled blue cheese 

• 3 pieces bacon, cooked and 

crumbled 

• 2 scallions, thinly sliced on the 

diagonal 

http://pointreyescheese.com/


 

Educator Spotlight 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Miss Mallika has joined our team recently as a Assistant Manager and 

Lead educator in kindy room. Mallika holds a Diploma in Early Child-

hood Education and has extensive experience in leading teams and 

handling office work in both Australia & abroad. She also holds a 

Masters of Business Administration and Advance Diploma in Comput-

er Application which gives her a distinct advantage if performing her 

role efficiently. She loves to contribute to Early Childhood Education 

due to her experience as a mum to her own little learner. She loves to 

travel, dance and also does yoga to keep herself healthy and fit.  

In her spare time Mallika is a mummy to her lovely daughter  

Siyona who has just started school this year.  

 

 

Miss Belmira has been welcomed to  

the team as Junior Kindy Educator after  

    working casually at different childcare  

    centres. She has already started building a 

strong bond and relationship with the junior kindy children. 
Miss Belmira has her certificate lll in childhood education and believes 

that all children are confident and involved learner and get engaged very 

easily in learning activities that they are interested in and also persist with 

activities they find challenging. Miss Belmira loves reading and believes 

that  reading should be introduced to children as early in life as possible 

which can set them up for a good life. Also being a mum herself to beauti-

ful Racquel aged 4 years, Mallika brings with her a touch of maternal in-

stinct and a great deal of love and warmth for the children.   
 

 



 

Nursery Natter! 
 We welcomed 3 new friends into the Nursery Room during the 

last two months. We hope that Ace, Bianca, Zara and their fami-

lies all have lots of fun and learning during their time with us. 

We have enjoyed getting to know all of the children and their 

families and are working on forming strong bonds with every-

one. We also welcomed Jasmine as our new assistant educator. 

All of the children and staff are very happy to have her on 

board. 

A lot has happened during the past two months. The first week 

of July we celebrated NAIDOC week with finger painting, sto-

ries, songs and dance from the Dreamtime and swirling natural art with sand, rocks 

and water. We extended on this with an interest in Australian Animals. We looked at 

different aussie animal pictures and discussed their names and the sounds they make 

then role played with some interesting animal figurines. In mid July we supported our 

Qld State of Origin team by wearing maroon, playing with footballs and helping them 

to win the series. We all donned our pyjamas for a day in support of Red Nose Day. 

                                         
Big congratulations go out to Charlotte who mastered the art of crawling and to Har-

vey, Henry and Odette who took their first steps in August.  Outside our walkers and 

push along bikes continue to get lots of use as our emerging walkers hone their skills 

on their way to walking independently. Some of our older friends are learning to sit at 

the table and chairs to eat their meals rather than sitting in the high chairs. They are 

learning to feed themselves their own food and drinks and use eating utensils such as 

spoons and forks.  

 

We finished off August by celebrating Book Week. Our theme 

was Old MacDonalds Farm as several children had visited the 

animal nursery at the EKKA. We dressed up as farmers and 

spent the week learning about animals by looking at books, lis-

tening to stories, singing songs, dancing, using hand puppets 

and finger puppets and felt animals on the felt boards. We thor-

oughly enjoy teaching, caring for your children and watching 

them grow.  

Jasmine  

Tamaiparea 

Educator 

Debbie Mynn 

Lead Educator 



 

Toddler Tales! 
Yaama to another edition of Toddler Tales!  

We welcome the month of July celebrating the Canada Day were the 
children learn the national colours through our collage activity. We 
also explore the national symbol of Canada through a maple syrup 
sensory activity. 
 
The month of July was also NAIDOC Week and the children enjoyed 
learning one of the oldest surviving cultures in the world, the Australi-
an Aboriginal Culture. We began our learning journey by discovering 
some Aboriginal signs such as waterhole, water flow, rain and clouds 

and we did this through painting and sand drawing.  
 
We also immersed our senses in listening to the transcen-
dental music of Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu, who sings in 
Yolnju language. We sang the Aboriginal lullaby Inanay (in 
Yorta Yorta language) and introduce them the head, shoul-
ders knees and toes in Gameroi language. The Preschoolers 
also came to visit us and taught the children their very own 
acknowledgement of the land and together we sing the 
Torres Strait Islander song Taba Naba (Let’s go down to the 
reef). Through purposely setting up all these activities the children were beginning to learn 

and understand cultural meanings and develop a strong foun-
dation in culture and diversity. 
 
We have been using the phrase gentle hands since the begin-
ning of the year and to help the children further understand 
this phrase we use our garden to build the children’s under-
standing of being gentle. We planted some seeds and seed-
lings in our garden and discussed with the children the im-
portance of being gentle with our plants to help them grow.  
Our gardening activity also lead us to explore our natural en-

vironment and engaged the children in a nature hunt, nature collage, nature sensory bin and 
incorporating nature in our art and craft and play, these activities helped foster the chil-
dren’s curiosity, wonder and interest in their natural environment.  
 
As the cold season hits its peak, we noticed that the children easily 
gets sniffles and to address this we began teaching the children 
proper coughing and sneezing etiquette through a song. We also en-
gaged them in a spray painting activity to show them what exactly 
happens when we don’t catch our sneeze or cough. Water bottles 
are also another point where viruses travels and so we began teach-
ing the children to identify their water bottle through designs, col-
ours and stickers. We also have a designated person to distribute the 
bottles daily to give every child an opportunity to learn other chil-

Tiago Oliveria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead Educator 

Nabia Songco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead Educator 



 

Toddler Tales! 
dren’s bottles. Along with this, we reinforce proper hand washing technique before meal 
times and after toilet time. Through these activities the children were able to established 
proper personal hygiene that ensures their wellbeing and the wellbeing of others.  
 
In the month of August, we had a very special visitor in Little Ducks. Fairy Emily came to visit 
us and taught us the importance of healthy eating habits, brushing our teeth twice daily and 
drinking a lot of water. From this visit, we engaged the children in tooth brushing activity and 
creating a collage about healthy and unhealthy food items. We also encouraged the children 
to practice swishing and swallowing every meal time for oral hygiene.  
 
As we continue to unpack the phrase gentle hands, we examine the emotions that will lead 
us to react in a certain way. We discussed what makes us happy or sad and how we can ex-
press this emotions positively to others. We 
sang if you’re happy and you know it and en-
couraged the children to use their words to ex-
press their emotions. This also led us to create a 
picture book that features how the toddlers use 
their hands gently. This book along with the 
books turn taking and I need a hug are read to 
the children daily to remind them how to re-
spond to others kindly.  
 
Towards the end of August, we celebrated the 
book week. This exciting event lead us to revisit 
the children’s all-time favourite Brown Bear 
Brown Bear. The children had an amazing time playing with the I spy sensory bottles, picture 
cards and creating a collage. The children also had an exciting time watching and entertain-
ing other children in puppet play and shadow puppet play, which boost their self-confidence 
and develop language skills. 
 
Looking forward, we will continue to support the development of the children’s language, 
cognitive, social and emotional skills through continually discussing the use of their gentle 
hands and teaching them the how to react positively to others. Currently, the children have 
been showing interest in pretend play especially in our home corner and we will continue to 
develop this next month through incorporating dress ups, kitchen utensils and promoting 
health eating habits through cooking.  
 
As the child’s first and most influential teacher, we would like to hear from you about some 
of the short term learning goals you have for your child and the things that you practice with 
them at home.  We would love any input and feedback with this as we would love to work 
with the children to help develop these skills further in the classroom. 
Toddler Educators  
  
 



 

Junior Kindy Jumble! 
What a beautiful couple of months we have had in the 

Junior Kindy Room. Throughout the month of July and 

August the children have shown interest in learning 

about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands culture. They 

have also participated in a Dental health week and Book 

week with lots of enthusiasm. For the NAIDOC week 

the children have learnt about significance and in depth 

meaning behind both the cultures. The children also 

enjoyed in dancing and singing experiences with ‘Taba 

Naba’ song from NAIDOC week. 

 

During the Dental health week, the children had an op-

portunity to learn about the importance of their dental 

hygiene by becoming involved in activities that promote a sense of wellbeing and allowing them to ex-

perience first hands an increased responsibility of their own health and physical wellbeing.  

 

For the Book week, we had a fantastic participation from all children. 

Both educators and children brought favourite books and shared beau-

tiful stories together in group time. Also everyone was very excited to 

dress up as their favourite book characters. As an extension to this 

activity we also participated in painting, craft, counting and singing 

activities. The children demonstrated understanding of pattern and 

loved this experience. The children were very involved in reading 

Going on a Bear Hunt. We set up many experiences to help the chil-

dren share and work together whilst bear hunting. They also counted 

all the bears and built numeracy skills by matching the bears by size 

and colour.  

 

Leading up towards September and October we will continue to learn 

language skills and cognitive experiences that will help develop and 

respond to a feeling of belonging and to express their feeling and ideas 

in interactions with others. 

 

At this time of the year we are also working hard to prepare the children for the kindy room. We are 

making sure everyone knows how to take their own shoes, pants and clothes off and put them on again 

to have a successful toilet transition. Please remember to send undies with your child every day so we 

can continue helping them learn this important skill. We are also focusing on selecting foods from our 

own lunch boxes and making sensible meal decisions. This includes having our fruit and yogurt for 

morning tea and our bigger meal for lunch leaving the snacks for afternoon tea.  

 

We welcomed Miss Belmira to 

our room this month and are 

quickly growing to get to know 

her and building a new relation-

ship. If you haven’t already pop 

in and say hello and get to know 

her.  

 

 

Belmira Trindade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educator 



 

Kindy Catch Up  
Welcome to another addition of our Kindy catch up. We have been so busy this past 

few months and with so many wonderful and meaningful opportunities of learning 

happening every day, we can’t wait to share with all our families what our Kindy 

children have been learning. Firstly, we would like to take the opportunity to wel-

come George, Louella, Layla and Almendra to our Kindy environment. We are 

blessed to have so many wonderful and bright young children in our mix, that we 

look forward to forming strong connections and being a part of your child’s early 

development throughout the rest of 2017. 

 

Literacy & Numeracy 

Over the past couple of months we have implemented small changes to our environ-

ment to include numeracy and literacy, like the addition of our Number caterpillar. We have been busy exploring 

counting patterns from 1 to 10 and working on identifying these numbers in no particular order during our group 

sessions. Also during this time we have created a space in our environment where children can explore the use of 

Technology, letters, flash cards with visuals of pictures and letters to match. The Kindy children have been work-

ing hard on letter recognition and letters in their name. As we move forward this year we have so many wonder-

ful and creative planned experiences to continue supporting the children to 

identity letters and work towards the early stages of writing their names. If some of our families are already im-

plementing this at home, we would love to hear any strategies you might have to support our little ones in their 

own learning journey. 

 

Fine motors & Self help 

As Educators we believe the best policy to improve the 

children’s skills, is to practice, practice, practice. Each 

day we take one learning experience to help the children 

improve their skills and better their chances at becoming 

confident and involved learners. Over the past few months 

we have seen the children progress through challenging 

experiences and use their fine motor and manipulation 

skills to thread, cut, draw, write, pinch and mould, putting 

their shoes and socks on. The use of natural material such 

as clay, has seen the children work on strengthening their 

hand movement and pincher grip. We found that by pre-

senting a lump of clay on the table, led to the children using their fine motor skills to pinch, pull, stretch and ma-

nipulate the clay just to get their own piece. Through this experience we only used clay tools and our fine motor 

skills to work the clay into different shape and forms. To support our Kindy friends further we have explored other 

textures, materials and mediums each having their own purpose and meaning to the children development and 

learning. 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

After our Dental visit from the Tooth Fairy earlier in the month the children have be-

gun showed increasing awareness of healthy life style and nutrition. During group 

times we have read the story “Where having a Rainbow for 

dinner”. This is a great book about teaching children the importance of eating fruit 

and veggies for growing bodies and a great way to promote children to use reflective 

thinking and discuss amongst each other the things they eat that make them strong. 

This continued into our group activities with the children making healthy pizzas, using 

Melissa Simpson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead Educator 

Mallika Joshi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead Educator 



plastic knifes to spread tomato paste and utensils to pick their toppings. Through this experience we were able to 

see which vegetables the children preferred and which ones were less popular, however to our surprise the chil-

dren used a variety of mushrooms, tomato, capsicum, 

cheese, ham, pineapple and olives. We are very proud of all our Kindy friends for stepping out of their comfort 

zones and trying new foods with enthusiasm. Also, we have started to gather recipes together and hope to create 

a book full of yummy and healthy recipes to send home to all our families. If you have a special recipe 

and would love to share, please email through to Bec of bring along with your child. Any recipe big or small would 

be greatly appreciated 

 

Centre Events 

It’s been a busy few months with so many great community events being celebrated here at Little Ducks. 

Throughout the week of NAIDOC week we were excited to meet our friends Noah and Robert from the Torres 

Strat who proudly shared stories and artefacts used long ago. We learnt new words in the Aboriginal languages 

and dressed to impressed in Traditional clothing worn during celebrations. Next we explored creativity, using cave 

man style art with the children. We sprayed water paint around their hands on rock in our playground and ex-

plored our sense of wonder and excitement as we moved onto making hand prints with the style of dot paintings. 

The children expressed a sense of understanding and respect for the traditional people of our land and learnt how 

to say the Acknowledgement of country with the pre-schoolers. We still have a great art wall display dedicated to 

celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strat Islander culture, make sure to check our your Childs artwork. Moving 

along, Pyjama Day was a huge success with all the staff and children jumping on board and coming dressed in the 

their comfy pj’s. We transformed our room into a cinema and welcomed our friends from Junior Kindy and pre-

school, sharing popcorn with our friends and lastly Book week. Thank you to all our families that joined in the fun 

and dressing their child in their favourite book character. Through the week we took part in using early literacy 

development to create our own story books with Miss Mel and Sawsan helping the children bring their story to 

life with words to match their illustrations. How clever are our Kindy friends! This continued as we used our fine 

motor skills to create playdough hungry caterpillars, after reading the children’s favourite book “The Hungry Cat-

erpillar. Once again thank you for getting on board and bringing along books, costumes and sharing ideas to fur-

ther support our learning and fun here in Kindy. Until next time, take care and we look forward to sharing all of 

our fun with you in our weekly Friday email If you have any queries or would like to discuss anything about your 

child, please don’t hesitate to approach myself (Mel), Miss Sawsan or Miss Malika either verbally, over the phone 

or through our centre email. 

. 

 

 
     
  
 
         
 
 
      

             

 

 

 

Kindy Catch Up! 

Sawsan Al-Takarly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educator 



Welcome to another update on our preschool adventures! We have had a few exciting 
changes in the preschool room over the past two months and we are excited to see where 
our new learning journey will take us. We said a sad goodbye to Miss Cherie this month as 
she took on a role that allows her to spend time in New Zealand with her family. We are cur-
rently on the look out for an amazing teacher to step in and become part of our amazing pre-
school family! 

We have been lucky enough to get 
some amazing new furniture over 
the past few weeks… tables, shelves 
and a comfy sofa are now part of 
our classroom décor. We are also 
looking forward to gaining some 
outdoor blinds for our alfresco din-
ing area in the coming weeks, which 
will make our dining experiences 
even more enjoyable as we will be 
able to block sun and wind when 
needed. 
 
With the preschoolers ever increas-

ing interest in information communication technologies, we have introduced a fun new activ-
ity called BeeBots. These amazing little creatures are helping us to learn directional language, 
design and plan routes for our BeeBots to travel on, communicate with our peers and begin 
to explore the world of computer programming. We look forward to using the BeeBots more 
in-depth as we continue to explore our fun new toys. 
 
You will have noticed that we recently got an interactive smart board. The children have 
been having a ball using the drawing tools and discovering all the features of the drawing 
program. Just last week I had a training session to show us the amazing and endless learning 
possibilities with the smart board. Keep your eyes on the weekly updates as we use this tech-
nology to delve deep into our learning. This learning and teaching tool will be a great asset as 
it will allow us to make the most of on the spot learning and follow the children’s interests. 
As an example, it the children show an interest in spiders webs and 
how spiders make them, we can watch a clip of a spider making a 
web, search for answers of questions the children have, and children 
can draw over pictures on the board to share their thoughts and ide-
as. What a perfect opportunity for the children to be active learners 
as they make choices and design their own learning. 
 
We recently held our annual Book Week celebrations. The children 
had a wonderful week reading many of their favourite books and we 
had a great time designing our program around our books.  We 
looked at the magic of zoo animals one day reading the books ‘Dear 

 

Preschool Pride! 

Vicki Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Childhood 

Teacher 



Zoo’ and ‘Edward the Emu’. What fun we had talking about our favourite animals and which 
one we would take home from the zoo if we could. The children engaged in these books in 
personally meaningful ways as they shared stories and events form personal experiences.  
One day we had a focus on ‘Hats’!. ‘The magic hat’, ‘I have this hat’ and ‘The Cat in the Hat’ 
all featured on this day as we tried on a range of different hats that Miss Vicki brought along. 
We used our hat discussions for the children to think about people that wear hats in the 
community and the purpose of them.  We ended the day by making our own magic hat, with 
fun craft as we laughed about what spells we would cast with our magic hats. 
Thank you to all the children that bought in their favourite books to share. We love reading 
books, and it is a hugely important part of children’s development, which we foster as much 
as possible. Please feel free to send along books with your child, as we always love to have 
new and interesting stories to read at group time. 
 
The children have just begun to show 
an interest in rockets and space. 
With some amazing rocket creations 
out of the ‘waffle blocks’ from out-
side, this began to spark discussions 
on how tall the rockets were, 
counting each ‘window’. With 
counting backwards to ‘Blast Off!” 
and counting the blocks, numeracy 
intrinsically filtered into our daily 
discussions. We then extended on 
this with numeral identification; the 
children read the special star num-
ber, then with the connector cubes 
made rockets to the matching heights.  We have used our imagination and creativity to think 
about what we would see out the window as we zoomed through space. Planets, aliens, rain-
bows, the sun and stars were just some of the ideas that the children came up with as they 
painted their ideas. We look forward to transforming our science area into a rocket and 
space discovery zone and do even more learning about space… come in and take a look at 
our learning! 
 
Last month I visited Wilston State School to talk with one of the prep teachers Monika. I 
watched her morning program and spent some time chatting to her about expectations on 
children as they transition to school. One of the main points that we discussed was regarding 
the children’s independence. At school the children are expected to unpack their bag, put on 
and take off shoes, identify and look after own belongings, open all food packets and lunch 
containers and toilet completely independently. We encourage this in the preschool room 
and would really encourage you to do so at home also. When your child arrives at Little 
Ducks in the mornings, let them carry their bag, unpack their lunch box and water bottle and 
be in charge of their hats, shoes, and all belongings. This is a simple process that we can be 

 

Preschool Pride! 



working on now to make the transition 
to school easier. It is also worth noting 
that in prep the children don’t have 
foods heated up for them. If you wish to 
begin making foods that are ‘school’ 
ready this is another factor that will pre-
pare the children for school. 
 
I would like to extend a welcome for par-
ents to come into the preschool room in 
the mornings with your child to do some 
activities with them during drop off. This 
is a great opportunity for you to see 
some of the fun activities that your child 

loves doing in preschool. It also gives the children a sense of belonging and pride, as they are 
able to share with you their environment.  The best time for this is between 8 – 8:45am so 
that we are able to set the room up after that for our daily activities.  
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything, please feel free to come and see 
me and we can book a time in for a chat. 
 
 

 

Preschool Pride! 



Language Immersion 
with Mr Tiago 

Art Exploration 
with Miss Mallika 
In term 4 we continue our education enrichment programs.  

 

Miss Mallika has enthusiastically volunteered to take art classes with 

the children each week.  

 

These classes will be focused on project based artwork. Miss Mallika will 

be helping the children to develop artistic skills with a focus on fun, 

creativity and imagination. Art is a whole body and mind experience 

that is a fantastic tool for building fine motor skills, patience and con-

centration.  

 

In term 4 the children will be focusing on exploring the natural materi-

als provided in our environment to create textural and sensory art-

works.   

This Term Mr Tiago has focused on Portuguese with the children. The 

children have learnt core vocabulary, songs, greetings and a little 

about the culture. Together with the children we have sung some of 

their favourite songs in Portuguese including 5 Little Ducks and Heads 

and Shoulders. We have also learnt lots of new words.  

Next term we start learning Japanese after Mr Tiago’s honeymoon in 

Japan. 

Body parts:  Food:  Manners: 

Head – Cabeça 
Shoulders - Ombro 
Knees - Joelho 
Toes – pé  

Morning Tea à Café da 
manhã 
Water à Água 
Cupcakeà Bolinho 
 

Please à Por favor 



 

 Entertainment Book  
Fundraiser  

 
The new 2017 | 2018 Entertainment Books are coming soon! 

 

Order your new 2017|2018 Entertainment ™  Membership today to receive up to $120 in Early 

Bird Offers! 

Choose from the traditional Entertainment™ Book or the NEW Entertainment™ Digital 

Membership, which puts the value of the Book into your iPhone or Android smartphone! 

Each membership has hundreds of 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for restaurants, cafés, attrac-

tions, hotels, shopping, groceries and travel and contain over 2,000 offers that you can use 

whenever you like until 1
st
 June 2018. 

 

PLUS Little Ducks Wilston retains 20% of the price of every Membership sold 

which goes towards new resources for our playground!  

 

Order now: https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2278o88 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Rebecca at Little Ducks Wilston 
3356 8100. 

 

http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Choose-your-Membership
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2278o88

