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What a whirlwind the first half of the year as been, it’s hard to believe June is already 
over. I want to thank you all for your support and for being so welcoming, its lovely 
to have such warm and caring families. 
 
Last month we spoke about sustainability for World Environment Day, it was great 
watching everyone discuss different ways we can help to protect our environment 
and reduce our ecological footprint on the earth and spend some time to specifically 
be at one with nature. 
 
Next month we will be acknowledging the Aboriginal culture as well as celebrating 
the achievements of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and we explore 
and discuss NAIDOC July 2nd to 9th. PJ day will be a great excuse to spend the day 
nice and comfy in some warm toasty PJ. A gold coin for the day would be greatly ap-
preciated and the proceeds will go to the Pyjama Foundation. 
 
Many of you would have received your child’s portfolio and may have noticed the 
Summative Assessment on the last page. This beautiful piece of documentation is a 
letter to your child from the Educators in their room, it talks about the journey they 
are on and how far they have come. We also welcome you to write a letter to your 
child, place it in the folio as a lovely keepsake.  
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A note from your Centre Manager 



Upcoming Events! 

 
July 2017 

 
Saturday 1st – Canada Day  
Leading up to  this day we will learn where Canada is in our world and the importance of 
Canada Day.  
Tuesday 4th – America Independence Day 
America’s big celebration today, let’s celebrate alongside them! 
Sunday 2nd—9th  - NAIDOC week 
This week we celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. 
Friday 14th - Bastille day  
This is the French National Day 
Wednesday 19th - PJ Day  
No need to get dressed today, come along in your PJ’s for a cosy, chilled out day. 
Thursday 20th - Torres Strait Islander Day Presentation 
Come and join us as we learn more about the Torres Strait Islander people and the cul-
ture @ 10:30am.  
Thursday 27th - Crazy hair day 
Help support the Leukaemia Foundation and the World’s Greatest Shave by coming along 
with your craziest hair-do and a gold coin donation.  

 
August 2017 

 
 
Monday 1st—8th—Dental Health Week 
Learning all about how to take care of our amazing mouths and teeth.  
Thursday 3rd—Tooth Fairy’s on tour 
Learn about our important teeth with a visit from the tooth fairy. Join us at 10:30am.  
Friday 4th — National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 
Children’s Day and the week leading up to it is a time for the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander families to celebrate the strengths and cultures of their children. 
Wednesday 16th  — Ekka Show Day 
Public Holiday 
Monday 19th-26th  — Book Week 
Bring along your favourite story to share and dress up as your favourtie book character 
on Wednesday 23rd August. 
Book Week Theme: Escape to everywhere 
Friday 25th — Daffodil Day 
Wear your brightest yellow today and donate a gold coin for the cancer council. 
22nd, 23rd, 24th — Centre Photos 
Say cheese! Let’s put on our best smiles for our class photos.  
 
 



Reminders 

 

Centre Birthdays! 
A big happy birthday to the children who have  recently 

celebrated their birthdays or will celebrate theirs in the 

coming months. Hope all your dreams and wishes come 

We value your input and feedback so please  
refer to the Policy Review Folder downstairs in 
the foyer for more information; along with our    

Legislation Regulations and our National Quality 
Framework Standards. We welcome families  

input into policy  documentation and will seek   
family  feedback for review on an annual basis.  
The policies/procedures in review during July 

and August are:  
*Anti-Bias & Cultural Diversity Policy *Transport 

Procedure 

* Educators course of study policy 
* Educator and staff sickness policy * Program-

ming policy *Communication policy—Educators 
and Families * Authorised persons who arrive in 
an unfit state to collect children policy  

 
We look forward to working closely with our  

families to offer transparency and a shared vision   
between the team and families.  

 
 

 

Policy Reviews 

Immunisation Certificates  
Don’t forget that we need copies of your child’s Immunisation    

Certificates. The ‘blue books’ are no longer acceptable for our     

records, we need a copy of the Australian Immunisation Register 

certificate – the one that is sent to you from Medicare after           

Immunisation. You can download it from the Medicare website if 

you’ve misplaced your copy. Please bring it into us when you’re 

next in.  

July 
Hugo Mylne 

Chloe F 
Luana 

Madison 
Evelyn  
William  

Josie 
Henry S 
Hawaiki 

Olivia 

August 
Marcella 
Frankie 
Saxon 
Jessica  

Ava 
Ruby 
Zan  
Jack 
Edie 



 

Nursery One! 
Since the last newsletter, there has been so much to share with our families. There have 
been a few changes after our farewell to Miss Faye. Miss Salma and I are very excited to 
work as a team to meet the needs of our children and their families. Our children have al-
ready created trusting relationships with their educators and the social environment around 
them. Our new children are settling in very well and thanks to all family input that has been 
so helpful for us to include in our daily program. We love to hear more about your weekends 
and any unique events you attended or celebrated with your families. We would appreciate 
if you shared any of these photos with us. 
On Mother’s Day, we felt proud of our families and Grandparents, and the significant role 
they play in their children’s and grandchildren’s lives. 

We celebrated ‘World Environmental Day’ respecting the 
beauty of our nature by exploring green leaves and wet sand. 
This sensory play makes the chil-
dren not only feel the connection 
between nature and human life, 
but also have fun exploring with 
their fingers, exploring both physi-
cally and cognitively through ex-
perimenting and investigating. 

During the last two months, we have focused on each child’s indi-
vidual interest and have extended our programme relating to this. Our children have reached 

various milestones  such as being on their tummy, rolling over, 
sitting up, crawling, pulling themselves up with support, standing 
without support, taking steps and climbing up.  
 
Few of them initiate interactions and have started using words, 
pointing fingers or gestures. We support them in all aspects of 
their development by encouraging them to move forward within 
their developmental ability. 
For the last three weeks, we have undertaken several activities 

with the topics, “Fruits and Vegetables” and “Shapes”. We have had so many sensory activi-
ties with natural fruits and vegetables like Apple, Orange, Berries, Carrot, Cabbage, Lettuce, 
Cucumber and Pear. We are still learning the names using visual pictures and real fruits and 
vegetables. We have displayed pictures of Fruits and Vegetables on the sensory wall and 
fruit puzzle boards.  
From there, we moved to find the fruits that grow on trees, vegetable that grow above the 
ground and under the ground. For, fruits that grow on the trees, we 
had activities sticking apple on the tree, Apple and pear shredded 
sensory play, Apple painting with red paint and red apple. For vege-
tables and fruits that grow above the ground, we had activities like 
Cabbage, Lettuce crunchy salad play, Squeezing juice from water-
melon by fist grip. For vegetables that grow under the ground, we 
had activities like carrots under vines, outdoor sandpit potato har-
vest.  



 

Nursery One! 
Shape puzzle boxes, playdough with shape cutters and building 
tower with soft blocks are other activities where children spend 
a large amount of time individually or in a group. These activi-
ties not only help children explore and have fun to master their 
sensory skills; added to this there are other benefits where they 
build a strong sense of well -being while making effort inde-

pendently by experi-
menting using their 
whole body and senses.  
This gives them long 

uninterrupted time to 

play with one or more 

peers, engage socially 

and emotionally and 

confidently initiate 

interaction with peers 

and educators. We are in the process of learning self- help 

skills too, like feeding ourselves and procedure to follow 

while washing hands. From here, we will integrate diversity 

by introducing languages other than English in our pro-

gram as we have families 

from diverse culture. We 

welcome families to con-

tribute few words that 

your child may under-

stand and act upon. It is 

observed that children 

are showing interest in 

body parts and hence 

this will be considered and planned for their future learning and any interest that catch the 

attention of the children on the go will also be taken into consideration to extend on their 

learning. Let’s have a look what next couple of months have in offer for our Nursery children. 

Ayla, Charles and Deon transitioning to Level 2.  

We have lot of events coming, 

NAIDOC Week, Pyjama Day, 

Crazy Hair Day and more. 

Please refer to the UPCOMING 

EVENTS page for more infor-

mation. Thank you for your co-

operation and support. 



 

Nursery Two! 
 
 
 

We can’t believe it is already the end of June! The year is going so fast!  
Miss Nozomi has been working hard to build strong relationships with the children 
and families in the past few months. Miss Nozomi has continued to challenge the 
children and their learning. The children have become very 
confident with their knowledge of sea animals and their ability 
to recall their names.   
 
A few weeks ago the children were interested in the Nursery 
Rhyme Old McDonald which allowed us to extend on animals 
and their sounds. We incorporated animal books and puzzles 
into our room and sang many different songs to learn all about 
animals. This then emerged into Australian animals which we 
continued into sea animals and created a display of the ocean on 
our wall full of paintings and drawing from the children.  
More recently the children have been interested in games such 
as building and stacking as well as our sensory experiences. We can’t wait to see 
where it goes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New friends  
Welcome to all the new families who have joined 
our room! We have recently welcomed Will, Dakota, 
Hazel, Ruby, Xavier and Josie. All are settling well 
and having lots of fun!  The door is always open at 
Little Ducks for families to come and play. We en-
courage you to ask us any questions regarding your 
child’s care. We also love to hear about things that 
you are teaching your child at home or wanting 

them to learn as well as any interests that they might 
have at home that we could incorporate in our pro-
gram at Little Ducks.  
 
George, Eli, George and Ashton have transitioned up 
to Senior Nursery One, we wish them all the best in 
their ongoing learning journey!  
 
 



 

Nursery Two! 
 Transitioning and routines 
As the Nursery Two children get older their routines have been changing and we 

have had many of our friends begin to have one sleep during 

the day. The children have been doing very well with this new 

routine and some will soon be ready to move up to our Sen-

ior Nursery rooms. We have also been working with the chil-

dren and encouraging them to use their spoons while eating, 

wash their hands by themselves, put their paper towel in the 

bin, washing their faces with a washer and putting 

their dishes in the dirty dishes container.  

 
Mother’s Day  
We celebrated Mother’s Day. We had a small intimate 
turn out for afternoon tea and a play.  The Nursery 
Two children made some beautiful salt dough orna-
ments and key rings for their wonderful Mummies, 
showing how much they love them. The children played with the salt dough, becom-
ing familiar with the texture and moulding of it. We then helped them to print their 
hands and toes, celebrating and showing their prints when they were complete!  
 
 
Cancer Council Fundraiser 
In May the Cancer Council held their ‘Biggest Morning Tea’. We incorporated the 
event into our Mother’s Day celebration and had an Art Auction.  
In the weeks leading up to the afternoon, the children 

painted masterpieces as small and large groups which 

we then named and framed for auction.  This was a 

silent auction so that anybody could bid throughout 

the day and then the highest bidder won the artwork. 

We raised $140 

and every mas-

terpiece got a 

new home!  



 

Senior Nursery 1! 
Over the last few weeks we have seen some new faces in our room. Welcome Eli, 
Ashton, George, Alex and Aaran. Eli, Ashton, George and Alex have transitioned from 
our Nursery program and Aaran has started in our room. It has been a pleasure to 
see how well these children have settled into our room and how welcoming the chil-
dren have been. The other children have been busy learning their names and helping 
them with the routine.  
 
You might have noticed our new hat storage above our 
lockers. A few weeks ago the children painted the bottom 
half of our recycled custard bottles. The children had a 
choice of an array of colours. The children either pointed 
or verbally asked for the colour of their choice.  
 
We will use the hat storage to keep the children’s hats 
stored either just for the days they are with us or perma-
nently. Please let us know if you would like to store your 
child’s hat with us permanently. Each child’s container has 
their name on the bottom and their photo on it.  
 

To celebrate National Sorry Day we read 
an Aboriginal Dreamtime book that had 
beautiful illustrations about how the 
birds got their colours. The children were 
very interested in the different ways that 
the birds were drawn throughout the 
story. This story also provided us an op-
portunity to discuss the different colours 
that the 
birds re-
ceived.  
 
To continue 

on our engagement with the Indigenous culture we 
looked at the Aboriginal flag and the different colours. 
We discussed what the different colours represented; 
red represents the land, black represents the people 
and yellow represents the sun. The children then paint-
ed their own interpretation of the flag. The children en-
joyed watching the mix together on the paper.  



 

Senior Nursery 1! 
We continued to extend on the Aboriginal culture and created animal tracks in the 
sand and looked at how each animal made different marks. We also used Aboriginal 
symbols to create stories on our chalkboard. As the children watched us draw the 
symbols they became interested in the process that they attempted to repeat this 

and draw the symbols 
themselves.  
 
To show our support and 
love for our Mums we 
showered them with spe-
cial little gifts. The children 
busily created unique one 
of a kind bowls for their 
Mothers. The bowl was an 

uneven surface that challenged the children’s grip and 
drawing capability. The children were very excited prepar-
ing this special gift for their Mothers.  
 

We also prepared some yummy brownies to be 
served during our Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea. The 
children had so much fun taking turns to create 
these brownies. We used our various senses during 
this experience to taste the chocolate powder, 
smell the chocolate and taste test the batter.   
 
The children were showing such interest in engag-
ing with each other through partner dancing and 
starting to develop strong friendships. We intro-

duced row row row your boat into our group time. The children recognised the song 
immediately and we helped the children to work together to complete the actions of 
the song together in partners.  
 
The children have enjoyed this experience and 
became very competent at setting it up them-
selves. We have extended on this by singing 
round and round the garden and ring around 
the rosie.  



 

Senior Nursery 2! 
It has been a wonderful two months with our transitioned 
friends from Senior Nursery One in the room and we are glad 
they have settled so well in their new environment. Some 
beautiful bonding has been happening which we have seen 
over this period and we are able to see them developing won-
derfully. As they are bonding with their peers with every pass-
ing day, we can see them developing on being respectful and 
empathetic towards each other.  
 
Developing towards yet another important milestone, we can see our children stepping a 
level up with their communication skills. A lot of new words, meaningful interaction, un-
derstanding their surrounding while talking about them and being able to understand/

follow more complex instructions. We are making sure 
they are always being encouraged and supported to 
achieve more each day towards their language develop-
ment milestones. 
 
We have been also working and supporting on our chil-
dren wellbeing both physi-
cally and emotionally. We 
have introduced them to a 

daily yoga time with Ms. Yumeko. Our outdoor environ-
ment undergoes a change every week to make them more 
interesting and engaging for our children. 
 
Our children also have been quite involved learners dur-
ing this period and showing their confidence towards 
learning and reflecting on their current knowledge and skills. We have been learning our 
shapes, colours, numbers, animals, fruits & much more. All our children seem to be quite 
curious to be part of all the learning experiences we plan for them to support on their 
learning journey.   
 
Currently their interest is in numbers and we have learning numbers through different 
fun-filled activities. The children have also been engage in contributing to their world, 
our children have been reflecting on their skills to be part 
of a group, as we been teaching and encouraging to learn 
on the skills like sharing, taking turns and actively involving 
themselves through different group activities. We have 
been doing all different activities like gardening, feeding 
the worm farm, having a shared play with babies, helping 
each other at routine time and other activities making us 
more responsible towards our world and environment.  



 

Senior Nursery 2! 
Moving on end of this month, we celebrated the 2nd 
birthday of our friends Lucy, Oliver and Axel and said 
a heartfelt good-bye with a very heavy heart to our 
friends Willow & Violet. We will miss them for sure, 
but at the same time we are excited for our new 
friends transitioning to our room from Nursery Two. 
 
We also celebrated different cultural and centre 
events over this two months. We celebrated Mother’s Day afternoon tea, cooking 

some delicious blueberry waffles for our Mum-
mies. Ms. Chrissy taught us all about being safety 
both indoors and outdoors through the Safety 
show and we loved being part of it. We acknowl-
edged our Aboriginals and Torres strait islander’s 
community by celebrating Mabo day. Caring 
about our nature & environment and celebrating 
the World Environment Day we did some gar-
dening and planted some herbs to our garden.  
We also learnt about Matariki celebrating the 
Maori New year. 
 
We are excited to see our new friends from 
Nursery who would be transitioning into our 
room soon. We have been watching our children 
become very excited to see the babies in the 
room and learning to share the environment 
with them.  
 

It has been our constant effort, encouraging and supporting our children for their al-
round development and in the coming months we would be focusing and working 
towards their current interest and skills which is now their lan-

guage and physical develop-
ment. We would welcome all 
of you to share any of your 
suggestion/comments/inputs 
for us so that we can incor-
porate them into our pro-
gramme to support and nur-
ture our beautiful children. 
 



 

Toddlers! 
Well what a busy few months we have had here in the toddler’s room. Just as we said 
goodbye to our lovely Lead Educator Jyoti, we soon welcomed the arrival of new faces 
joining us from Senior Nursery 2 along with Miss Jessie.  
 
At the beginning of May our children were showing a lot of interest in dinosaurs. We 

explored this further by 
drawing on a range of activi-
ties from dinosaur paintings, 
looking at dinosaur foot-
prints and making our own 
small worlds for the children 
to play with.  
 
The children’s interest then 
progressed further into the 
discovery of African animals. 
This was such an exciting 
and wild topic which had the 
children learning animal 

recognition through names and card matching activities, reading books about the 
different African animals found in the wild, exploring small world play using baby Afri-
can animal figurines to playing dress ups and creating their own animal adventures.  
 
From here Miss Kathryn became the Toddler rooms new Lead Educator of Toddlers 
room and we began looking closer to home and discussing what makes our families 
special. We sang songs, looked at photos of different families from around the world 
and even made our very own family 
tree to create a sense of belonging with-
in our world. 
 
This lead our children in activities of 

‘practical life skills’ such as making our 

own beds or helping others around us 

make beds, washing our hands before 

and after food, discussing germs and 

how to stop spreading them, practicing 

our manners- please/thankyou’s and 

continuing learning more about colour 

recognition and practicing our ABC’s. 



 

Toddlers! 
As I began to introduce to the chil-
dren to more nature play re-
sources such as sticks, rocks, twigs, 
paper bark and natural blocks we 
changed our focus on our world 
around us and our connectedness 
to our land. This began our journey 
in the beginning of June, which 
was learning more about our Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Ancestors who are the true custo-
dians of our land Australia.  

 
We began by looking at what Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes are living in 
Australia and learning more about their flags and the meaning of the colours on them. 
The children then began reading dreamtime stories and exploring how they used paint 
and clay to draw and tell stories to pass down to generations and families.  
The children then became interested in the different instruments that they used and 
as a result we created our very own 
Aboriginal clapping sticks, rain sticks 
and even gave Aboriginal hand 
painting ago. It was a great learning 
journey for all the children involved as 
it showed the children how we are a 
diverse culture all living together with-
in their world, as well as being a great 
sensory and learning experience.  
 
At the same time we have been learn-
ing how we can look after and care for 
the land. This has been through expe-
riences such as potting plants in both 
our indoor and outdoor environ-
ments, smelling herbs that we can 
grow and eat ourselves and learning 
more about foods that our ancestors 
caught to eat and how we eat and 
what we eat today.  
 



 

Junior Kindy! 
The last few months in Junior Kindy has been a 
filled with learning, laughter and lots of smiling 
faces, we’ve been seeing a lot of themes carry on 
through the weeks as the children have really 
enjoyed being able to explore a topic throughout 
a week or two.  
One of our ongoing projects over the last couple 
of months has been around our planet, both nat-
ural and manmade environments and how we 
can care for and help the world around us flour-
ish and grow. This all started when we began to 

care for the worms in the outside worm bin, considering how we can provide care for 
them and what they give in return. This prompted us to consider our natural environ-
ment, the plants in the garden and those in the world and from there it was only a few 
small steps before we decided to begin growing our own plants in the room. The children 
have really enjoyed being able to plant and grow their own crops, the plants were picked 
by the children as we spent a day considering just what we could grow. While we’ve had a 
couple wilted leaves along the way, this hasn’t discouraged the children from making sure 
the plants are watered each day and they continue to make note of the changes they see 
in our garden bed. We’ve also taken a closer look at recycling, working with the children 
to help them understand the process and how they can help the environment this way.  
 
Artistically the children have been exploring different mediums and creating a lot of mar-
velous and interesting artworks, filling our room with color and lots of amazing pieces to 
look at and share with each other. We incorporated culture into art when we looked at 
the Henna tattoos that the children have been interested in, taking a closer look at how 
they are done and letting the children create their own designs. The children have been 
inspired to create a lot of our own toys and craft projects 
themselves, from the stomach, lungs, chest cavity, a cow, 
mouth and even creating their own super hero masks.  
 
The last two months we have been taking a looking at the 

human body, both how it works and how we can care for 

ourselves to the best of 

our ability. Through this 

journey we have looked 

at our senses, taking the 

time to look at all five 

senses and how each one 

works.  



 

Junior Kindy! 
We investigated objects, food and animals and which of our 
senses we would use to engage with those things. This was a 
great base to start at, as it got the children thinking about 
their body and how it works or more so giving the names and 
information on aspects they already knew of. From there we 
began to branch into our organs and how each of them 
work, we started by looking at the lungs and brought breath-
ing exercises into the room to incorporate into our group 
times throughout the week. We created fake lungs from 

plastic bags and straws, constructed a fake chest cavity out of some boxes and began to ex-
plore the organs in our chest. We look at our stomach and how we process food through our 
body, looking at information and videos online that helped us understand how food is broken 
down of course all the videos were child friendly and came with a snazzy new song for us to 
sing about the stomach. We continued throughout our two months together, looking at the 
heart and trying to feel for our pulse both before and after doing some exercise to see just 
how much it had changed.  
 
From there we ended up shifting focus from the chest and started to look out our teeth, 
tongue and mouth, we spoke about brushing our teeth and how we can care for them looking 
at what kind of foods might not be so good for us to eat all the time. It was a great journey as 
we looked at the body and the children learnt how the human body works. We have also been 
exploring the forces of the world around us during the last two months, looking at the mag-
netic forces around us and how we can incorporate them into both play and life. The children 
had done a full investigation of the centre with magnets, finding ever magnetic surface within 
the building and see what uses the surface might have. We created a whole magnetic test ta-
ble filled with objects for the children to investigate and even build with, even creating jars of 
water filled with paper clips and the children had to use different magnets to see if they could 
get the paper clips to move even with the water interference. From there we investigated ki-
netic energy, using water pumps in the yard and seeing how much energy we had to use to 
get the water to flow through the pump and filling our buckets up. This concept came to flour-
ish in many ways; playing tug of war with some rope was one of the ways the children really 
enjoyed exploring the concept of kinetic energy. Finally we took a look at wind power and wa-
ter, using those to move objects or get them to work the way they should. From creating sail 
boats and getting our cars and trucks to move by the force of wind, to using water and the 
turn wheels with some pipes to create water works system of our very own in the sand pit.  
 
As we wrap up these last few months we also had to say goodbye to Miss Jo, and welcome 

Miss Amy to the room as our new educational leader. Everyone is so excited to get to know 

Miss Amy and learn and grow with her, we are all looking forward to seeing the amazing ideas 

that Miss Amy will bring to the room and what kind of learning adventures we will all go on 

next. Thank you to all the families for an amazing last couple of months, as we move forward 

we hope to continue projects where the children will be able to explore throughout the week 

and share these experiences with everyone throughout the week.  



 

Kindergarten Program! 
Welcome to the Kindergarten room Lulu & Lucas! We are so glad you have joined us 
for the second had of the year. 
 
 
During our last update, I expressed that we were going to start working on building 
our resilience to change. I am very happy to say that the children have responded very 
well – we have been reading books about building our friends up when they are feel-
ing down and the effect this can have on each other. A couple of books you may like 
to add to your library at home are pictured below: 

   
 
The children have had an exciting cultural journey over the past 2 months, engaging in 

activities with myself, student Jo, Miss Zia and Miss Salma. We sat and listened to the 

story “Ernie plays the Didgeridoo,” and then decided to make our own version of the 

book! This led onto one of the children asking to have her face painted like an Aborigi-

nal, which of course we obliged. Our new student teacher, Jo, bought in some Aborigi-

nal artefacts for us to explore after we spent a day making up some stories using Abo-

riginal symbols. We sat in a record-breaking group time for well over 30 minutes while 

Jo shared her knowledge and answered the children’s questions. 

 

Miss Salma and Miss Zia engaged the children in some Henna tattooing to celebrate 

the cultural tradition of Ramadan. We had a day where the ladies hand painted Henna 

into beautiful patterns on the children’s hands and discussed with them the im-

portance of Ramadan to the Muslim culture. The children get so engaged with activi-

ties like this, and it is such a fun way for them to learn about different cultures and 

nationalities. 



 

Kindergarten Program! 
The children have recently reengaged in the car-
pentry set that we had out at the end of last 
year. I set the activity up in the garden last Tues-
day morning and the children spent hours com-
ing and going; hammering nails, removing nails, 
measuring, predicting if the blocks were flat and 
experimenting with the spirit levels. 
The children extended this activity by measuring 
items in the 
garden, including the rocks, the bridge and the 
space between 
the metal fence poles. We also used the tape 
measure to investigate numbers, 
something we will continue to work on as this is 
another 
example of children learning through play. 
 

Moving forward, I will be promoting com-
munication through numeracy with the 
children as I have noticed recently that 
even though the majority can count, rec-
ognising numbers is proving a bit tricky! 
We will be engaging in numeracy in per-
sonally meaningful ways by exploring 
number symbols, patterns and relation-
ships, mathematical thinking, concepts 
and language while building confidence 
in counting. 
 
I would like to add a shout out to Siobhan, Ximi’s mum who has been holding an art 
session with the children most Fridays. So far Siobhan has followed the show and tell 
theme, making Olympic medals, crowns for Queens (and Kings, of course!) and Story 
books.  
 
We love to have family come into our class to host an activity or even stay for a play, 
so please know you are more than welcome anytime. 
Thank you for reading, Tracey & the Kindy team xx 

 

 



 

Spotlight on… Mr Jamie 

Where did you grow up? I grew up in the suburbs of Sydney, never really finding a 

place that we liked. We ended up moving along the coast until my family and I settled 

in Hervey Bay in 2004, where I stayed to finish high school before moving to Brisbane 

to start my own journey. 

 

What was your first job? I have had a multitude of jobs in my time, I started as a land-

scaper when I was in my early teens. Using the skills I gained from there to branch out 

into new career paths, I have been a retail assistant, tattoo shop receptionist, the 

manager of a an ice cream shop and even a tradie. 

 

 
What do you do when you're not at work? I enjoy various video games across multi-
ple platforms, which inspired me to get into creative writing a young age. I can usually 
be found writing some of these stories around the house, or even when I’m catching 
the bus to work. My cat Xena and I love going for a walk along the Kedron Brooke riv-
er, though she just enjoys getting to roll around in the grass. 
 
 
Where would you like to visit?   I would love to visit Ja-

pan, especially Tokyo, also the Cherry Blossom festival  in 

Okinawa. Italy is also on my bucket list, so I would love to 

be able to visit some of the sea side towns. Enjoy the 

food and immerse myself in the culture of both coun-

tries.  

 

What is your secret talent? or if you had a super power 

what would it be?  My superpower would be to shape 

shift like Mystique from X-men, so I would be able to 

change my appearance at will so that I would be able to 

try a multiple of different looks with out any permanent 

changes.  



 

Get grooving... 
 

Row row row your boat, 

Gently down the stream, 

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, 

Life is but a dream! 

* 

Row row row your boat, 

Gently down the stream, 

If you see a crocodile, 

Don’t forget to scream! 

Old MacDonald had a farm 

Old MacDonald had a farm, Ee-I-Ee-I-O, 

And on that farm he had a Cow, Ee-I-Ee I-O, 

With a MOO MOO here, and a MOO MOO there, 

Here a MOO, there a MOO, everywhere a MOO MOO! 

Old MacDonald had a farm, Ee-I-Ee-I-O!  

(Repeat with all the different animals and the sound 
they make, it can be a long song!) 



 

Connecting with the  
Community…..  

 
 

     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

YMCA—Bowen Hills 
 

Gymnastics is the ideal way to tumble, 
jump and spin into fun and fitness at your 
local YMCA! Gymnastics truly is the pro-
gram to help children develop in body, 
mind and spirit. 

We offer a range of gymnastics classes for 
children from walking age through to 
adults of any fitness level.  
 

Class Weekly Fee 
Gym Tots $13.75 

Tiny Tumblers $14.75 
Mini Gym $16.75 

Boppin’ Babies—Chermside 
 
Term 3, 2017: Monday 10 July to Saturday 16 

September 
 

Boppin’ Babies offers weekly music groups for 
children of all ages, from babies and toddlers 
to pre-prep and kindy groups.  
 
We provide a special time each week for you 
and your child to experience the magic of 
making music together. 

We make music live and in the moment, we 
don’t ‘press play’ and crowd the environment 
with layers of sensory stimulation. 

We sing. We dance. We play instruments. We 
nurture relationships and provide age appro-
priate multi-modal stimulation. New Farm Six Cinema 

 
Cars 3 

Mon 3rd July  
and Wed 5th 

July 
9:30am, 

11:40am,. 
4:30pm 

 
Tues 4th July  

9:30am, 
11:40am, 1:30 

pm 
 

NAIDOC Week Storytime—Brisbane 
Square Library 

 
 

Wed 5th July 11-11:30am 
 
 

Enjoy a special story time celebrating Ab-
original and Torres Strait Islander cul-

tures. Ideal for children aged 2-5 
years. Presented as part of Black History 

Month celebrations.  

 
 



 

Helpful Online  
Resources 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to 

read our centre newsletter. Please 

remember our door is always open 

and that we value family  

participation across all aspects of 

our program.  

Let’s Read 
 

http://www.letsread.com.au/ 
 

Let’s Read’s vision is for all Australian 
children share books, stories, songs and 

nursery rhymes every day from birth with the important people in their lives. 

Let’s Read has information for families about tips and tools to encourage your child 
to read, reading with your child, library of stories and a free resource pack.  

http://www.matermothers.org.au/services/
mater-mothers-first-aid-for-babies  

 
Mater Mothers’ Hospitals, in collaboration with 

Mater Education, is now offering a first aid 
course specifically for parents with babies.  

 
The 2.5 hour course was developed to equip 
parents with the knowledge, skills and confi-
dence to care for their baby should they face an 
emergency. The hands-on session includes infor-
mation on: resuscitation (CPR) for infants and 
young children, choking, poisoning, burns, 
bleeding, fractures, allergic reactions respiratory 
illnesses. 

Cost: The course costs $90 per person or $160 
per couple, and this includes a booklet and quick 
reference magnet. Mater Mums receive a sec-
ond registration at half price, paying only $135 
for two people to attend. 

http://www.moneysavvykids.com.au/ 
 

Introducing the Money Savvy Pig! This is 
the unique, multi-award winning 4 cham-

bered piggy bank recommended by educa-
tors and parents alike. The Money Savvy Pig 

is an interactive piggy bank that teaches 
kids responsible money habits. We know 

money savvy kids will grow into money sav-
vy adults and, as money doesn’t come with 
instructions, it is vital that 
a child learns early on how 

to make good financial 
choices.  


