
The half way point in our years brings parent teacher meetings and 
preparation of  summative assessments for each child. Families are 
given the opportunity to take their child’s learning journal home to 
view.  We have invited all families to write a “letter to their child” to be 
included in the journal and return the journal to the centre for us to 
continue documenting each child’s learning.  This letter will not only 
provide us with a form of parent input but also is a lovely way to con-

nect with your child while they are at Kindy, as the children look at their journals as 
they are added to through the year they will be able to reflect on your interest in their 
learning.  Documentation of the children’s learning is  way for families to be aware of 
the important learning and development occurring at the service.  It also provides an 
opportunity for the children to look back on their learning which consolidates  and 
enhances that  learning which helps build their confidence in themselves and their 
ability to learn.  One of the important  Learning outcomes of the Early Learning Years 
Framework.  Documentation is a recording  of the learning cycle for each child meas-
ured against the Early Learning Years Framework Learning Outcomes or in the case 
of our Preschoolers the Education Queensland Kindergarten Guidelines, The chil-
dren’s interests are recognised and experiences planned using these interests to 
encourage the child to work toward the outcomes.  To complete the cycle the learn-
ing is then evaluated . All this while the children play—not realising the important 
work they are doing! 
As we move into the second half of our year we will  soon issue our 2018 Kindy Pro-
gram offers.  Little Ducks Bardon is approved to run the  Government Approved Kin-
dy Program—a program approved to be run in many different settings—Long Day 
Care, Community Kindy as well as some schools.  This has been put on place to en-
sure  all children have the opportunity to access this important year of education in 
the year before school.  All currently enrolled children who will be eligible for Kindy 
in  2018 will receive the first round offers for Kindy Program and asked to accept 
their 2018 offer under the assumption they will be attending Kindy  only at Little 
Ducks Bardon.  More information on Kindy Program is available  in this newsletter 
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Upcoming Events! 

….July…. 
Saturday 1st—Canada Day 
 
Sunday 2nd—NAIDOC Week 
 
Tuesday 4th—American Independence Day 
 
Thursday 6th—Crazy Hair Day 
 
Friday 14tth—Bastille Day 
 
Wednesday 19th—PJ Day 
 
Tuesday 18th—Torres Strait Islander Presentation 
 Today  we will be visited by a group teaching us about the Torres Strait Island. 
 
 
 
  

...Aug… 
  
Monday 1st –8th Dental Health 

Monday 1st Tooth Fairy on Tour  - 9.30am—The tooth fairy will visit us today to 
teach important information about how to care for our teeth. 

Monday 12th—20th—National Science Week 

Wednesday 16th—Bpok week—Bring along your favourite story to share and dress up 
as your favourite book character on Wednesday 23td 

28th Daffodil Day  

 

 

 

 



Reminders 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  
May —Rosie, Stella, Harry H, Eloise, Tyson, Zara, Arthur, Sage, Sylvia, 
Isla H, Xavier H.. 
 
June—Evie, Aiden, Harriet, Michael, Olivia, Imogen, 
Ruby, Laclan S, Matthew, Olivia, Jedd, Harrison. 

 

We value your input and 
feedback so please refer to 
the Policy Review Folder in 
the foyer for more infor-
mation or to provide any 
comments or suggestions. 
The  policies/procedures in 
review during May and June 
are:  
 

 Authorised Persons 

who arrive in and 

unfit state to collect 

children policy 

 Communication Poli-

cy Educators and 

Families 

 Anti Bias and Cultur-

al Diversity Policy 

 Programming Policy 

 Educator Profession-

al Development Poli-

cy 

 Educators course of 

study Policy 

 

Policy Reviews 

 You are now able to collect your child's learning journal from their teacher. 

 

 Don’t forget to return your child’s learning journal with you letter to your child 

included 

 

 With winter here please remember to pack jumpers as well as T-shirts to ensure 

we can help your child to feel comfortable both inside and out at Kindy 



umm Recipe of the month ... 

Maths and Literacy Matters! 
Why reading is important for babies and young children 
Sharing stories, talking and singing every day helps your child’s development in lots of ways. 

Reading and sharing stories can: 

-help your child become familiar with sounds, words, language and the value of books 

-spark your child’s imagination, stimulate curiosity and help his brain development 

-help your child learn the difference between ‘real’ and ‘make-believe’ 

-help your child understand change and new or frightening events, and also the strong emotions 

that can go along with them 

-help your child develop early literacy skills like the ability to listen to and understand words. 

-Sharing stories with your child doesn’t mean you have to read. 

-Just by looking at books with your child, you can be a great storyteller and a good model for 

using language and books. Your child will learn by watching you hold a book the right way and see-

ing how you move through the book by gently turning the pages. 

- Reading stories with children has benefits for grown-ups too. The special time you spend read-

ing together promotes bonding and helps to build your relationship. This is important for your 

child’s developing social and communication skills 

Taken from  http://raisingchildren.net.au 

  

 

English Muffin Pizza 

Ingredients: 

1 split English Muffin 

pizza sauce 

pizza cheese (shredded) 

your favourite toppings such as: mushrooms, pepperoni, green pepper, pineap-

ple, bacon...etc. 

 

Directions: 

1. Toast your English muffins. 

2. Spread pizza sauce evenly on muffin halves.  

3. Sprinkle cheese on top and add your toppings! 



 

Nursery Natter! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

.  

Lead Educator- Tammie Batten 

Assistant Educator- Tatiana Hogan 

We have had a lovely month in the nursery. I would like to say welcome to our new friends 

Murphy, Liam, Connor, Sofia, Anakin and Imogen. We have enjoyed getting to know you and 

we look forward to seeing you grow and reach new milestones in the nursery. 

We have been very busy in the nursery as we help the babies with their developmental mile-

stones and support the children with their interests. Over the last few weeks we have been 

working on our self-help skills. This means the older babies are learning to feed themselves 

by using a spoon. This milestone takes practice to achieve and we are encouraging the chil-

dren by giving them a spoon and we have one also to help. There is a lot of misses and mess 

but an important milestone for the babies to reach with becoming independent. The older ba-

bies we are sitting on small chairs at the table for meal times and this has been giving the 

children a strong sense of identity in being open to new challenges and discoveries. 

We are supporting the children in their interest in pets as we say the name of the animal to 

reinforce the word. Some children can say dog and cat, others can make the sound or show 

nonverbal recognition. We will further the children’s interest by reading and showing picture 

books depicting animals. The children are working towards becoming effective communica-

tors by interacting verbally and non-verbally for a range of purposes. It has been lovely to see 

the increase in the children’s vocabulary and the excitement on their face as they interact 

with animals.  

As we move into the coming months we will work towards increasing our communication and 

language skills. Tatiana and I would like to remind you that you are more than welcome to 

look at your child’s learning journal at any time. Each month there will be a new learning story 

for you to read on your child.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Toddler Tales! 
Lead Educator—Elisa Higgs 
Assistant Educator—Alanna Parfit 
 
The Toddler class have had a busy May and June as the class have grown in a sense of be-
longing as they became familiar with the routine and felt ownership of their belongings while 
learning to put their own drink bottles, shoes, and hats away (and getting them out when 
needed). They have grown in their social responsibility and respect for their environment in 
the class, by caring for the equipment and their surroundings by washing the windows with 
water in a spray bottle and putting their own work away. Outside this has continued with the 
use of a dust pan and broom to sweep up the sand. Also outside the children went for a na-
ture hunt and took these interesting resources of sticks, leaves and bark items inside for use 
in collage. The weather has been a great topic of interest with watching the rain or a bird  
catching worms another favourite pastime. The children have also started to enjoy the adven-
ture of a picnic during the sunny times. 
 
The children are confident and involved learners. They have participated in inquiry based ex-
periences as they experimented using recycled containers in the sand pit. They compared 
how heavy or light these were, what they used to contain and which lids fitted which. Inside 
the class the children investigated which cardboard boxes they could fit into and which they 
couldn’t. To paint small boxes they were introduced to the new painting tool of the roller.  They 
persisted with this difficult task but were soon rolling paint like a true renovator!  
 
The children built on their communication effectiveness while they sang songs and rhymes. 
They express themselves through dancing to Maori music with scarves or singing their favour-
ite song with maracas. The children are also beginning to understand how pictures and ob-
jects relate with recognising or naming 2D pictures and 3D figurines of Australian animals. 
They also looked at various Aboriginal art Australian animal pictures. 
During the Months of July and August the children will continue to enjoy exploring the land in 
which they live by encouraging them to explore around the local area and to bring in various 
items of nature to share with the class. They will also be having a look at some Aboriginal Ar-
tefacts. Some of the older children will visit to teach the children yoga and the children will 
further creatively use found resources by planting and caring for their own plant in plastic re-
cyclables.  

 

 



 

Junior Kindy Jumble! 
Lead Educator—Jaimee Thompson 

Lead Educator—Peter Kelly 

Assistant Educator—Jess Johnston 

It’s hard believe we have already reached midyear! We welcome our new families who have 

started in our room and welcome those who have transitioned from the Toddler room.  It has 

been a hive of activity in Junior Kindy, we have been focusing on environmental awareness 

and supporting our natural world. Sharing and discussing various ways to reduce waste and 

reuse old resources into new and purposeful creations. 

Children created box cars from old cardboard which extended from our former theme of 

transport and road safety. Now that we have made a full transition into sustainability and re-

spect for our natural world, children have been hands on exploring and investigating natural 

resources such as seeds, soil and recycled timber. 

Children have enjoyed our whole group story time about going green, this gave us simple ide-

as and tips that everyone from any age can implement both within the service and in their 

home. Reducing daily waste and supporting conserving water. 

To incorporate technology Mr. Peter brought in his power drill and children were able to view 

and take part in using the old timber pieces from the dismantled fort to create a tepee for our 

plants to grow and attach themselves to. We support and encourage Junior Kindy friends to 

be aware and understand that they belong to a variety of communities, we encouraged the 

children from other rooms to join us in building and construction of our tepee masterpiece. It is 

fantastic to have Bardon children collaborate to achieve a common goal and share with each 

other their success and achievements. 

Thank you to parents who have donated seeds etc, we have successfully planted these into 

smaller pots and upcycled egg carton pots. We are observing the growth of these seeds each 

day, children have been able to experience the early stages of growth from a seed. We ex-

tended on this by viewing an on-line time laps short video of various seeds sprouting into es-

tablished plants and flowers. 

We know how much Junior Kindy friends love art 

work. In supporting these interests, we have had 

a variety of art work exploration for our friends to 

participate with. Lots of paintings, moulding and 

shading plants and natural resources. With these 

experiences children discovered new textures 

and smells that emerged as a result of manipulat-

ing and dissecting various leaf’s and plants. 

 

    



 

Kindy Catch Up! 
 Kindy Lead Educator— Alex Gayed  

Kindy Lead Educator— Amanda Finch 
Kindy Assistant  Educator— Cintia Nunez 
We have had a busy last few months in the Kindy Room, with us welcoming a few new chil-

dren! We have had Stella, Linus and Harriet join us from the Jr Kindy Room, as well as wel-

coming Imogen, Bronte and Frida to Little Ducks. 

During the last few months in the Kindy Room we have been working very hard to develop 

our self-help skills and building responsibility and ownership. After spending some time work-

ing on taking ownership of our belongings, we have now started to build our understanding 

of taking care of our hygiene. As we are in the colder months of the year, we have paid close 

attention to washing our hands, blowing our noses and covering our mouths when we cough. 

The Kindy children are now reminding each other to wash their hands after they blow their 

noses and show each other how they can cover their mouths when they cough! It has been 

fantastic to watch our Kindy children being responsible for their own hygiene and for caring 

for their peers as well. 

The Kindy children have also enjoyed developing 

their gross and fine motor skills in the last few 

months! Through our “Move and Groove” physical 

program we have observed some fantastic improve-

ments to the Kindy children’s gross motor skills. 

Through repetition and practice of activities, we have 

seen them develop and build their balancing, jump-

ing, climbing, kicking, catching and throwing skills. 

Through developing these skills, we have seen some 

big changes to their confidence and abilities, we have observed that the Kindy children dis-

play confidence in taking risks, accepting challenges and recognising their own achieve-

ments and the achievements of others. These are important skills to hold and help to devel-

op a child’s resilience and sense of agency!  

Our latest project in the Kindy Room has been exploring the different continents of the world. 

This was inspired by the Kindy children’s interest in cooking. Our Kindy children love to cook 

and most of them try the new foods we have made, so we decided to extend on this interest 

by exploring the cultures, flavours, language and animals of the ethnicities within Little Ducks 

and around the world. This project has become a way for us to involve the Little Ducks com-

munity in our room. We have had staff and families join us and educate us about their cul-

ture, from cooking Alfajores with Miss Diana to 

learning Spanish with Miss Cintia. We are excited to 

continue this project and are looking forward to hav-

ing other members of our community share with us 

and be involved! Doing this topic allows us to link to 

the Early Years Learning Framework as it helps us 

to explore diversity and become aware of connec-

tions between us and the world. It also provides us 

with the opportunity to be inclusive of other people 

develop the children’s own identities which is im-

portant.  



Early Childhood Teacher (Govt Kindergarten Program) —Carly Dooley 

Pre School Assistant—Melina McCormack 

May was a very busy month full of learning for the Pre-schoolers. We started the month inviting our 

Mum’s and special people to a Mother’s Day afternoon tea. When planning our afternoon tea menu, the 

Pre-schoolers voiced (QKLG Communicating) their ideas and collectively we agreed that our mums 

would like sweet cakes and savoury dips. The Pre-schoolers worked very hard to bake 100 cupcakes, we 

used a food processer to mix together the ingredients for dips, together we cut many platters full of car-

rot, celery and capsicum sticks.  

The Pre-schoolers adored hosting their afternoon tea and to extend on their enjoyment we organised to 

host a Cancer Council Biggest Morning Tea and raise money for the Cancer Council. Lead by the Pre-

schoolers, with the support of Toddlers, Junior Kindy and Kindy, the children baked and prepared treats 

for two long days before offering them to their peers and families for a 

gold coin donation. We are very proud to say that we raised a $357.30 

donation to the Cancer Council! We are very thankful to all of our 

families for their support and generosity. 

From an education point of view, during this experience the children 

learnt about health and safety practises as they prepared baked treats 

(QKLG Wellbeing). We discussed, in detail, the value of money and 

looked closely at the numerals that feature on both coins and notes 

(QKLG Active Learning). As we designed advertising materials, the 

Pre-schoolers were exposed to how written text portrays a meaning 

and conveys a message to others (QKLG Communicating). Most im-

portantly we educated the children on the importance of being selfless 

and working alongside our peers to help others in our wider community (QKLG Connectedness).  

Inspired by the recent overseas vacations of many of our Pre-schoolers and Miss Melina we are starting 

to learn about cultures that differ to our life in Australia (QKLG Connectedness). The first country we 

have been learning about is France. The Pre-schoolers have learnt how to say ‘hello’, ‘goodbye’ and 

‘thank you’ in French (QKLG Communicating). We have researched French landmarks, in particular the 

Eifel Tower and Notre Dame. We have used both of these landmarks as inspiration for our craft, creat-

ing salt dough gargoyles, paintings and straw Eifel Towers (QKLG Wellbeing). We read a story about 

French food, the Pre-schoolers thought the idea of eating 

frogs and snails was “disgusting” and instead asked to cook 

a lunch of crepes and croissants (QKLG Wellbeing). Mov-

ing forward we are excited to continue to learn about dif-

ferent cultures, we are moving onto Italy next week!  

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Pride! 



 

At Little Ducks Bardon we are very proud of our Physical Development Program.  Our Kindy 
and Preschool children continue to work their way through a plan of physical development 
sessions two times per week.  These session are designed to build the children gross motor 
skills,, coordination, core stretgth and balance helping them to be  school ready. 
 
Our Move and Groove focus for the week was balance and core strength. Outside Coach Me-
lina designed a very tricky balance themed obstacle course and inside we completed several 
core strength 
exercises. 
 
We have also extended our Physical Development planning to include a whole centre exercise 
session each morning where we all come together to dance, warm up and stretch to ensure 
we are ready for our day. 
 
Miss Melina 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development 



  

About approved kindergarten programs 
 

Approved kindergarten programs are designed to meet government guidelines to 

support children's participation in quality early childhood education. 

 

They are offered in: 

 kindergarten services 

 long day care services (such as Little Ducks Bardon) 

 limited hours care services. 

  

An approved kindergarten program is: 

 provided for children in the year before Prep (i.e. children who are 4 by 

30 June in the year they start—see kindy age requirements 

 provided for 15 hours a week for 40 weeks, or 1 school year 

 play based 

 delivered by a qualified early childhood teacher 

 non-compulsory. 

  

Other Australian states or territories may call it ‘preschool’ or ‘kinder’. 

The play-based learning of an approved kindergarten program helps children: 

 

 prepare for school 

 develop a love of learning 

 make friends 

 develop skills useful for life.  

 

More information can be found at: 

https://www.qld.gov.au/education/earlychildhood/programs/ 

 

 

Kindy Program 


